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3 Celotex 
aa Advertising 


Sit the Face 


For the Building 
Industry! 
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Celotex is running the greatest advertising 
campaign in its history, urging Americans to 
keep their homes in good repair—to turn waste 
space into rooms for war workers—to build and repair farm build- 





: 


ings. Still another campaign reaches military and industrial 
buyers and architects as well as other groups from which your 
business comes today. 

Both programs are designed to help the industry and you even 
though some Celotex products may not always be immediately 
available. Results have been outstanding! Thousands of requests 
have been received for the booklet, “Wartime Guide to Better 
Homes.” This is real proof that Celotex advertising is setting the 
pace for the industry and packs the kind of selling force that 
gets fast action. 






Creating Post-War Home Building for You 
After the war, Americans will have billions of 


dollars saved up to buy the things they need. 
Month after month, Celotex is running the 
biggest advertising campaign in the industry 
to assure builders a major share of these saved up billions. Many 
people in your territory will want to build new homes with War 


Bonds bought today, because Celotex advertising is creating 
that desire now. 


REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 
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As a result of this advertising, requests for the booklet, “Your 
ROOFING + INSULATING BOARD + ROCK WOOL Miracle Home of Tomorrow,” have been received from tens of 
GYPSUM WALL BOARD + LATH ~~: PLASTER thousands of prospective home-owners. The inquiries from your 
SOUND CONDITIONING PRODUCTS town are sent on to the Celotex dealer. Join with him in devel- 

oping these interested prospects so that when “V” day arrives 

you can start building at once! 
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One-Panel Walls 


Their development and what 





ues @) they offer the builder of 
we * postwar homes 
ULIG- 
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How will homes be built after the war? 
a even for a moment, let’s detach ourselves from the 
ere whirling merry-go-round of predictions now confusing 
quests the minds of so many in this grand old industry. For 
* soe i moment, let’s stand aside on firm ground and take 
niin ommon-sense viewpoint. 
ag [his we all know! War and the necessity for an 
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unprecedented amount of housing in a short time has 
wcelerated the research, the improvement and the 
creased production of materials used in building as 


ry 





ar housing. Below: war worker's home at Bristol, Pa. An FPHA project. 
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Muality walls and ceilings even under the low-cost specifications of 


fisement) 


By W. H. Upson, Jr. 


Secretary and Treasurer 
The Upson Company 


well as new materials not extensively 
used in building before. Numerous 
great wartime housing projects have 
provided the proving ground for faster construction 
and lower-cost building plans. 

Because our product has been used on many of these 
projects, it has been our privilege to observe many of 
the new techniques under test, and to assist with the 
development of those related to the use of our product. 


Are Changes Coming ? 
Anyone who has watched American building during 
the last two years cannot have missed the unmistak- 






Alluring eye appeal, efficient insulating value and crackproof qualities 
add dollar value to pretentious interiors like this one in an $18,000 home. 
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able trend toward simplifying housebuilding tech- 
niques. It has largely come about through the 
development of larger sizes and a greater number of 
parts which can be mass-produced in factories. What 
has happened is that the building industry is depend- 
ing to a greater degree than ever before upon indus- 
trial methods to produce quantity, speed, accuracy and 
the more efficient utilization of materials and labor. 

So changes are coming in postwar home construc- 
tion. Practical changes for the better in both materials 
and processes. But we see nothing in these changes 
to be feared by progressive elements in the industry. 

An opportunity to produce better homes faster at 
lower cost should be welcomed by everyone. The goal 
is to make possible a modern livable home within 
financial reach of those millions of families who have 
not been able to afford one before. In doing this, the 
industry opens a vast new market for itself in which 
all elements will share in one way or another. 

Of this we can be sure. Whatever the form or 
design of the postwar low-cost home; whatever 
methods are employed in its construction, it will be 
an improved home providing more value and comfort 
and livability at a lower price than has ever been 
offered before. 


Changes To Expect First 


Naturally, no one wants changes of questionable 
merit. Changes to come first, logically, therefore, are 
those whose worth has been tested and proved in 
actual practice on many jobs. 

One of these we sincerely believe is dry-built full- 
wall construction; the one-panel interior wal]. Since 
it involves one of our products, STRONG-BILT 
Panels, it is the improvement which we know most 
about and on which we feel most qualified to offer 
an opinion. 

Please note that we are not referring to dry-built 
walls in the accepted sense, which is the assembly of 
several or many panels to make a single wall. Dry- 
built full-wall construction means the use of a single 
panel to cover an entire wall. 

When we developed our first full-wall size panels in 
1937, they were used to line the interiors of numerous 


IN PREFABRICATION, faster assembly and lower costs. Below: Nailing 
of Upson Floating Fasteners to framing in plant of Bennett Lumber 


Corporation, North. Tonawanda, New York. 


and through an open siair well. 


test homes in 28 states where their qualities were 
carefully checked and observed. 

At the outbreak of the war they were enjoying a 
steadily growing usage. Under FHA acceptance, a 
limited number of project builders tested them in the 
high-speed construction of war homes. Success there 
led to their widespread adoption on housing projects 
built by conventional methods and through all degrees 
of prefabrication. Thus, it has been demonstrated that 
dry-built full-wall-construction produces desired ad- 
vantages in both individually built homes, as well as 
in mass produced communities as built by FPHA. 


Technique of Dry-Built Full-Wall 
Construction is Simple 

Specifically, the main advantages named by builders 
with experience in dry-built full-wall construction, 
are: reduced building time, lower labor cost, crackproof 
construction, no moisture trouble, efficient insulation, 
no jo.nts and a cleaner job. STRONG-BILT Panels 
give added value to any home. 

Lest there be some who think that full-wall con- 
struction calls for a new skill and technique, it should 


“Full wall panels eliminated costly joints. Your cutting to exact size 
saved us considéféible grief as well as money.” writes F. R. Roginso. 


President, Bennett Lumber Corporation. 





IN CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION, use of “U” clamp 
enables two men to quickly handle a full-wall size panel. Large 
sizes easily gu through an ordinary door opening 2° 6” x 6 §” 
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. Large ed directly to studs and joists 

xe for anchoring Strong-Bilt Panels 
securely from the back. 
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A unique feature permits movement of the panel 

to compensate for normal structural settlement. 

No face nailing. No taping of joints. No nail holes 
to fill. No battens. 


Painting of panels can start immediately after appli- 

cation. No muss or fuss of plastering. No waiting for 

plaster to dry. No destructive moisture to damage 
trim or flooring. 


re 
be made clear that the application of STRONG-BILT 
a Panels is much simpler than most home construction 
a operations now in use. Every builder, contractor and 
he carpenter has applied dry-wall panels of some type. 
re STRONG-BILT Panels can be sawed and nailed like 
cts wood... and with the same tools. 
ae Application is Easy... Fast 
7 Application is made with fasteners nailed to framing. 
These fasteners anchor the panels securely from the 
= There are no nail holes to fill because there is no 
visible surface nailing. And there are no joints to tape 
or hide because the entire wall is in one unbroken piece. 

\Where application is a site operation, cutting to 
ers exact wall size is done at the site or in the builder’s 
on, yard. On projects of 100 or more houses wall sizes can 
oof be cut at our factory prior to shipment. Openings 
on, usually are cut after application, although some pre- 
1els tabricators cut openings before application. 

\\ hile the builder is thus able to reduce his costs by 
on- dry-built full-wall construction, the buyer in turn 
uld gets more for his money. 
vact sizet all sections in place. Concludes Mr. Roginson: “Our experience 
Roginsos. as been so very satisfactory thai we will, of course, continue 

use and recommend Strong-Bilt Panels on all future jobs.” 
y, —— 
ia 
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Appealing Advantages 

Due to the nature of the material used, and because 
of an unique feature of the fasteners, our panels 
adjust themselves to normal settling movements in a 
house. Walls made of these panels therefore remain 
forever free from cracks. In consequence, maintenance 
expense is lower. 

Although STRONG-BILT Panels are designed 
primarily for interior finishing purposes, they have in 
fact an insulation value up to 31% times that of plaster. 
Less special insulation is needed on jobs where they 
are used. 

At the factory the surface is given an attractive 
pebbled finish and then pre-sized. After application to 
framing, one coat of good washable paint usually is 
sufficient to produce a durable lasting finish. Painters 
say that these panels provide an unequalled painting 
surface, thus speeding up the job and reducing the 
number of coats normally required. Our finished walls 
have drawn high praise for their beauty and attractive- 
ness at public exhibitions. 

Builders using STRONG-BILT Panels for the first 
time are pleasantly surprised to find this strong, rigid 
panel material to be so light in weight. STRONG- 
BILT weighs less than a pound per square foot 
about half that of 14” material with a mineral core. 


- 


Ideal For The Prefabricator 

In the manufacture of prefabricated houses, the 
flexibility of our full-wall panel sizes has proved an 
important aid to the designer . . . (8 ft. high and room 
length). We furnish the panels in needed sizes for 
projects. 

The prefabricator saves labor and waste material 
involved in cutting from standard size materials. 
Shipping schedules can he arranged so that the right 
sizes arrive at the right time, with a resultant saving 
in storage and inventory. As unloaded, proper sizes 
can be stacked conveniently near the jig table where 
they will be used. 

Quick application by means of our fasteners and the 
elimination of such time-consuming operations as face 
nailing, countersinking and the filling of nail holes, 
speed up the assembly line. Because STRONG-BILT 


( Advertisement ) 


Smooth, beautifully pebbled 

surface of Upson Panels 

closely resembles conven- 
tional wall finishes. 
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A 50-pound bag of sand dropped from a height of six feet fails , ; [ 
to harm a Strong-Bilt Panel supported on centers 28 inches apart. and | 
Strong-Bilt Panels withstand impact blows up to 6 times that of over 
boards with a mineral core. plans 
Aft 
fora 
we W 
we 4 
Panels are comparatively light in weight, and not \ : 
brittle, they facilitate handling of finished house sec- -— 
tions, reduce shipping weight and practically eliminate WEI 

breakage of interior wall linings. 
. In th 
Public Acceptance ented 
STRONG-BILT has a beauty of surface found in no 

other wall and ceiling material. Home owners are To tl 
highly enthusiastic over its rich, smooth, pebbled All 
surface. They find it so easy to decorate and keep clean. ae 
aon — > one Ki ‘ maga 
STRONG-BILT walls mean walls of lasting beauty. seals 
To date, our best information indicates that more youc 
STRONG-BILT Panels have been used by America’s >: - 
builders than any other material providing dry-built LD 

full-wall construction. With experience behind us, ne re _ a —_— —_ an unexcell 

Pe ee ae ; ee ag —_— painting surface. Presiz at the factory, the surface takes pai 
gained in supplying and supervising the application of enediity end ovenie. Must 


these panels in thousands of housing units from coast 

to coast, there is no longer any question of the lo tl 
economy, utility and practical value of dry-built, To 
full-wall construction. — 


oR 


For informative booklets which picture and describe 
: , dry-built, full-wall construction methods for both at 
As executed with our product and method of applica- eye a stand 

. i “1, “ aa . ae ie conventionally-built and prefabricated houses, address [7 
tion, dry-built full-wall construction has successfully p 


met both requisites which every product and process vi xe 
must meet to qualify for the postwar home: namely, nite 

lower cost and added dollar value to the buyer. TH E U PSO N Cc Oo M PA NY I y 
LOCKPORT, NEW YORK paper 


SPECIFICATIONS 
Thermal conductivity B. t. u. per hour, per square foot, 


: per degree F., per inch thickness 0.43 4 ‘ iP . 24 STRONG-BILT ; if fir FHA 


Weight per square foot in pounds 0.92 
PANELS 


Thickness in inches 0.34 ss rs 

Tensile strength, long way of panel, in pounds per rt aa 40on Ae nd; Ra 
| square inch 2.033 ‘ , ; 41 ¢ Ls, é i 5 a ee 
{ Tensile strength, short way of panel, in pounds per THE CRACK PROOF BEAUTY. SURFACE ; = : 


square inch 928 


Nallholding strength in pounds 145 in 7 WITH: EFFICIENT INS ULATENE ‘ Wat 
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PUBLIC 


Brrumnous coal is America’s 
No. 1 source of power and heat, so you 
can easily see how important it is to our 


successful conduct of the war. 


You may be surprised to know that coal 
develops more power— pulls more trains 


—warms more homes—turns more wheels 





—generates more light than any other 


fuel, and does it at lower cost. 


But the men who own and operate the 
mines are keenly aware of these facts— 
and of the responsibilities that go with 


them. 


That is why. during the lean years of the 


thirties, they dug down in their pockets 


BACK THE ATTACK 


BITU 


60 East 42nd Street 








American Builder, October 1943. 


to launch a modernization program. 
Thanks to that job, more coal was pro- 
duced in 1942 than ever before in history, 
despite the loss of some 70,000 trained 
workers to the armed forces and other 


war plants. 


And again in the first 7 months of 1943, 
America’s bituminous coal industry man- 
aged to beat all previous records for a 


like period. 


Make no mistake about it, the men who 
made these records are working shoulder 
to shoulder with all American industry, 
keenly aware of their obligations as citi- 
zens, as employers, and as suppliers of 


bel 


the fuel that is +¢ public energy No. lI. 


WITH WAR BONDS 


OUS COAL 


New York 17. N.Y. 
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BETTER LIVING 
Will Cost No More 
Than Ordinary Living 


Other Ceco Peacetime Products: 


Commercial, Industrial, Casement & wee Windows 
Metal Lath & Accessories Welded Fabric 
Steel Joists & Roof Deck Column Clamps 
Metal Frame Screens, Weatherstrip Meyer Steelforms 
Adjustable Shores .. Concrete Reinforcing Bars 


Through the years leading up to the war, Ceco learned 
how to build good steel casement windows and sell them 
at a cost equal to that of ordinary windows. The easy ven- 
tilation, fine operating hardware and graceful, slender mun- 
tins could be included by the architect or builder at no extra 
cost. Right now the Ceco Manufacturing Division plant is 
devoted to war production! But Ceco will return to the 
making of all types of windows including residential case- 
ments ... just as soon as the war is over! Tomorrow, you 
will be offered Ceco Windows that are better than ever, 
costing less than ever, bringing more and more comfort and 
livability to the home you will build! 


Ceco NL 


CECO STEEL PRODUCTS CORPORATION, MFG. DIVISION, 5701 W. 26TH ST., CHICAGO 
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Originated, Developed and Pioneered the 


Manufacture of 
Exterior 


DOUGLAS FIR D 
WATERPROOF lywood 


TRU-BILT EXTERIOR is a resin Bonded, 
waterproof plywood manufactured by an en- 
tirely new process developed by the West Coast 


Plywood Company. Its manufacture comprises 
A. R. WUEST 


President and General Manager 


a special spreader, an exclusive continuous as- 
sembly line, a stacker and newly devised loader 
and press. All units entering into the manufac- 
ture of this waterproof plywood are minutely 
synchronized to assure a uniform, superior 


product. 


When you use TRU-BILT 
EXTERIOR PLYWOOD you get... 


® Minimum of Warping ® Minimum of Checking 
® Minimum of Shrinkage ® Smoother Finishing Surface 
® IMMUNITY TO MOISTURE 
®A SUPERIOR EXTERIOR PLYWOOD 


TU 


WEST COAST P lywood COMPANY 


Manufacturers of DOUGLAS FIR and SPRUCE PLYWOOD, Aberdeen, Washington 


A. R. WELCH 


Vice-President in Charge of Production 
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FOR BETTER AMERICAN HOMES 


Whatever novelties in home construction or mechanical equipment may come after 


the war, the practical builder knows that compact, comfortable homes at moderate 
cost will form the largest residential market. New developments in Hope’s Windows 
will bring the many advantages of metal casements to this class of building. Our ser- 
vice will make windows for a wide variety of layout conveniently available and lower 
prices will help the builder offer values that the public will accept with enthusiasm. 
While they last, Steel Windows from our warehouse stocks 
are available without priority certificate. 


HOPE’S WINDOWS, Inc., Jamestown, N.Y. 


* * * * * * * * * * 
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No Budget Worries, trying to fit this 
new, low-priced equipment into your 
plans! These compact units do a com- 
plete job and preserve your profit! 







You Can Offer Prospects the ‘‘tops” in 
circulating warm air heating—backed 
by national advertising that will help 
make sales for you... in advance! 
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Ready-Made, Packaged Heating for 
new or old homes. Coleman ships com- 
plete. Factory engineered to make 
your work easier, more profitable! 
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Today—in Coleman’s Heating 
Research Laboratory your post- 
war building job is being made 
easier! Here are different types 
of furnaces, some half the size 
of an icebox— powerful, com- 
pact, low-priced—for quick 
installation in wall, floor, base- 
ment or closet!... Packaged 
heating, ready-made, shipped 
you complete! Coleman’s mar- 
ket is YOUR big market 

homes from the lowest price 
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THE COLEMAN LAMP AND STOVE COMPANY 


Coleman Plans to Serve You Quickly 
WHEN POST-WAR BUILDING STARTS 
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bracket up to the $10,000 class. 
You will find new comfort to ; 
sell—plus ‘‘heating flexibility” ' 
—a choice of automatic fuels, 
gas or oil—low fuel bills—new 
operating ease! 
Factory engineered to reduce 
your installation problem to bed- ; 


rock minimum—backed with a 
nation-wide service organiza- 
tion of factory-trained engi- 
neers. Watch for new Coleman 
developments! 


ME HEATING 
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WICHITA 


CHICAGO 


PHILADELPHIA 


CENTRAL WATER 
HEATING PLANTS HEATERS 


FLOOR AND 
WALL FURNACES 


SPACE 


LOS ANGELES HEATERS 
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I‘ your present and post-war plans, Flintkote 

Insulation Board Products can be as impor- 
tant and profitable a factor as Flintkote’s long- 
famous roofing materials. 


Uncle Sam’s demands have until now put 
practically all of Flintkote’s tremendous pro- 
duction of Insulation Board Products into war 
construction. Ever since completion of the huge 
lintkote Insulation Board Plant, at Meridian, 
Miss., these products have been proving them- 


selves “in active service.” 


yg ASPHALT-SEALED SHEATHING 
sr INSULATION LATH 

EE. BUILDING BOARD 

yok THRIFTEX WALLBOARD 

Lee ROOF INSULATION 

p i DECOBLEND TILE AND PLANK 


Lo COLORED TILE AND PLANK 


Dealers and builders who have used them 
and seen their ability to go up quick and their 
unusually attractive appearance are enthusias- 
tic “salesmen” for all Flintkote Insulation 
Board materials. 


In both the structural and decorative fields, 
it will pay you to check the advantages of Flint- 
kote’s Insulation Board Products today .. . for 
tomorrow! 


The Flintkote Company, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 


Flintkore INSULATION BOARD PRODUCTS 


NEW YORK...ATLANTA...BOSTON...CHICAGO HEIGHTS...DETROIT...LOS ANGELES...NEW ORLEANS...WACO 
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FIFTH FREEDOM— How builders 
feel about post-war private enter- 
prise was indicated at the National 
Association meeting at Washington 
where they unanimously endorsed 
Fulton Lewis, Jr.’s “Fifth Freedom” 
statement as follows: 


“Freedom of initiative and individual 
enterprise—the right to own and enjoy 
what you work for—the right to work 
harder than the man next door and 
have a better HOME than he has— 
the right to bring up your children 
with better opportunities than you had. 
—this is America’s Fifth Freedom.” 


NO FAILURE—The cold facts 
show that home building has not 
been a failure in this country. We 
have built more homes and better 
homes than any nation in the world. 
We reached a peak of 715,000 in 1941, 
about 90 per cent of which were 
single-family dwellings—and_ they 
were attractive, well built, comfort- 
able houses that averaged about 
$4,000 in price. 


GOLDEN EGGS—To listen to the 
criticism of public housers and 
visionary architects and_ planners, 
you would think home building in 
this country had been a miserable 
failure. So let the Government take 
over and do all the building? Not 
by a long shot. This goose may have 
its faults, but we are not going to let 
the golden eggs of good, private 
home ownership be lost through too 
much tampering by government con- 
trol or competition. 


POST-WAR SETUP—| have heard 
builders vigorously expound their 
arguments for a completely inde- 
pendent FHA. Still, I think the 
country needs one over-all housing 
agencv—but the right kind. It 
should be set up by Congress and 
the top man approved by it. Its ob- 
jectives should be clearly stated to be 
maximum private enterprise and pri- 
vate home ownership. FHA and the 
Home Loan Bank System, which 
both help financed private home 
building, should have a dominant 
vote—not the public housers. 


FHA'S RECORD—Nost of us 


want FHA to continue in post-war, 
but in all honesty its record has 


some serious blemishes. It has con- 
stantly lost its best men—such men 
as Miles Colean, Babcock, Fisher, 
William Flanders, Ward Canaday, 
Ray Cahill, and others. Its first 
head was a playboy ex-oil executive, 
the next an ex-motor car maker. 
It’s a wonder that FHA has really 
done as well as it has. 

When we ask for a revitalized 
FHA in post-war we mean just that 
—rebuild it from the ground up with 
competent non-political personnel, 
including experienced executives 
from the building industry who 
know what goes on. 


ARMY INVENTORY—If the war 
should end suddenly, army inven- 
tories of building materials might 
prove a big help to a quick home 
building start. These are said to be 
very great, and rightly so. 

There will also be considerable 
second-hand material available from 
barracks, temporary buildings, hous- 
ing, ete.. which may alleviate any 
critical shortage. 

Consensus of opinion is that small 
construction such as repairs, re- 
modeling and small homes will be 
able to go ahead very fast. After the 
last war home building practically 
tripled the first vear. 


THE REAL THING—It looks as 
though the National Association of 
Home Builders is the real thing—a 
vigorous, strong group devoted en- 
tirely to the interests of residential 
builders and nothing else. There was 
a general air of enthusiasm, determi- 
nation and good spirits at the Wash- 
ington meeting. Some of the fel- 
lows who a little while ago were 
calling each other names have be- 
come good friends. 

The Executive Board is made up 
of as smart and determined a group 
of individualists as ever agreed to 
enter the same room together. They 
all have ideas, and they are all ac- 
customed to fighting for what they 
want, so it takes quite a lot of talk- 
ing to get a decision. But the im- 
portant thing is, they eventually do 


SNAFU —One of my friends in 
Washington who gets out numerous 
bulletins to the building industry 
continues to start or end them with 
the cryptic letters SNAFU. His 


News, Views and 
Comments 


slightly expurgated version of the 
meaning, which you may have heard, 
is “Situation Normal, All Fussed Up.” 


FOOD AND HOUSING—C heap 
food, according to my economist ad- 
visor, means more housing. He 
claims that when food prices are 
low, people have more to spend on 
housing, and do. That is one reason 
why he expects a building boom 
after the war, because an abundance 
of food will result in low prices. 

Another important point he makes 
is that the spread between the earn- 
ings of the average prospective home 
buyer and the wages paid building 
workers has greatly narrowed dur- 
ing the war. This means, he says, 
that more industrial workers who 
are making, and will continue to 
make (he believes) good wages will 
be able to afford houses. Construc- 
tion wages and material costs have 
not gone up nearly as much as con- 
sumer purchasing power. 


MASS HOUSING?—\W hen | look 
at the recent population census 
figures, I wonder where some of 
these experts get all their dope about 
mass housing. Twenty-three per cent 
of the population, or 30 million, live 
on farms—there’s no mass housing 
there. Another 21 per cent, or 27,- 
000,000, live in places under 2,500 or 
in the country, but not on farms. 
Very little “mass” there. About 22 
per cent, or 29,000,000, live in cities 
between 2500 and 50,000. I doubt 
whether there will be many 500- 
home projects in cities of that size! 

About 16 per cent, or 23,000,000 
people, live in cities 50,000 to 500,000. 
There is room for some mass hous- 
ing there, but not much. 

That leaves only 14 big cities of 
500,000 and up, where 22,000,000 live 
—17 per cent of the population. 
Mass housing might apply to these 
areas but, as a matter of fact, what 
is meant there is rebuilding and 
urban redevelopment calling for the 
tearing down of slums and remodeling 
of thousands of old structures. 

Anybody who can afford to buy a 
home will leave the big cities to go 
out into the smaller communities 
nearby. The core of the big cities is 
already rotten, and is going to get 
worse because people are continuing 
to move away. 
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Bring the outdoors 


homes? Next to the top in a long list of wants, a recent 
study revealed, are larger windows and more natural 
light indoors. 

The answer to this desire is found in daylight engi- 
neering, a new development that promises to revolutionize 
building design. 

Through daylight engineering cramped rooms become 
spacious in feeling ...dark and dreary interiors brighten 
ind cheer up. It’s accomplished by using large areas of 


glass on outside walls and translucent or 


transparent g 





inside 
with DAYLIGHT ENGINEERING 


What features do postwar home builders want in their 


decorative glass on interior walls. Mirrors properly placed 
inside add to the atmosphere of light and spaciousness. 
Nature’s own out of doors becomes a living room picture, 
and its welcome light is transmitted throughout the home. 

Libbey -Owens-Ford Glass for windows, mirrors, wain- 
scoting and work surfaces, and Blue Ridge Glass for par- 
titions are available in a wide variety of types and colors. 


Opportunities for designing and building with glass are 


5 
multiplied many times by this modern glass L-O-F now 
provides. Libbey-Owens‘Ford Glass Company, 25103 


Nicholas Building, Toledo 3, Ohio. 
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Well Answer “READY” to 


Post-W ar Builders 


The day when Victory comes and peace-time living 
returns to our Nation, WARM MORNING Heaters 
will be ready for the builders of America...ready on 
a greater scale than ever,to supply homes everywhere 
with the best in modern coal heating at low cost. 


Right now, in war-time, WARM MORNING is 
doing a big job. Hundreds of thousands of these 
heaters that employ advanced, exclusive, patented 
heating principles, are in use in army barracks and 
homes the length and breadth of the Nation. To 
help supply vital heating requirements, they are 
being rationed to those who need them most. 
Naturally, the supply is limited. 


But our factories are geared to go. When whistles 
shriek the voice of Victory, the clang and clatter of 
WARM MORNING production lines will resound 
again, calling “Ready” to the home builders of the 
Nation! 
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Model 520 


Pat.No.2255527, Name Reg.U.S.and Can.Pat.Off 


(LT-4) 


COAL 
Warm MORNING hearer 





A Product of LOCKE STOVE COMPANY. 114 W. 11th St., KANSAS CITY, MO. 
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View Sewer... "FROM THE GROUND UP” 


ro tHest WMPORTANT INSULATION QUESTIONS 


Laboratory tests give approximate indexes of 
insulation value. But to get the real truth about 
insulation requires scientific study under actual 

ditions... with every influencing factor sub- 
jected 


To 


to the most precise control. 


get such facts “from the ground up,” 


y the results of these findings are available to you... valuable, 


int data which will answer once and for all your vital questions 
ilation effi iency—thickness—performance—value. Embodied in 
t of the American Soctety of Heating and Ventilating Engineers, 

yours for the asking. Mail the coupon for a copy of this 


@ report 


Balsam Wool 


SEALED INSULATION 


#4 Actual Performance 


. 
= 


Wood Conversion Company built four iden- 


tical test houses equipped them with 


elaborate testing devices collected and 


checked data month after month in one of 


the most elaborate tests ever conducted on 


insulation. 


Woop Conversion COMPANY 
Dept. 119-10, First National Bank Bldg 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Please send me complete scientific data on the Wood Conver- 


sion Company insulation tests 
Name 


Address 


City .. 
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we don’t crave 
‘Ducky Wucky Home No.6’ 


“I've seen a lot lately about miracle houses after the 
war but. . . they leave me cold. 


‘Maybe materials and gadgets will go in one end of a factory and come 





out the other in sections, ready to bolt together into six rooms and 
bath which the catalog will say is ‘Our Bride’s Dream—Ducky Wucky 
Home No. 6’ . . . but they can have it. 

‘That number would be just daisy for those peas-in-a-pod row houses 
near big factories, but it’s not the kind of home we'll build to live 
in happily ever after. Ours is going to express us . . . not a common 
denominator. I’ve got a whole scrapbook full of ideas. When Jack 
gets back from the war we'll huddle with our architect and 
builder. Those ideas will go into their heads and come off their 
pencils in blueprints of our plans for our home.” 

She means just that and she’s one dictator this war is not going 
to change. Meaning that when her Jack comes home again, you 
contractors will be back at your regular peacetime business 
of building individual homes for individual people with materials 


furmished by your lumber dealer. 





We're ready to help you lay the ground work for 
that day . . . now, with construction details, stress tables, 


specifications, painting and finishing formulas and a 





group of well planned small and medium size homes designed 





SEND for 


. ; , these useful 
Write now for this practical, useful information, enclosing 25 cents. facts NOW! 


by qualified architects, always useful in talking preliminaries with clients. Also included are 
facts about soft textured Arkansas Soft Pine lumber and Satin-like Interior Trim 


which have earned good profits for builders for more than forty years. 






‘ 


* * * Arkansas Soft Pine Bureau « « 7 


1034 Boyle Building Little Rock, Arkansas 
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STRAN 
STEEL 


DIVISION OF GREAT LAKES STEEL CORPORATION 
1130 PENOBSCOT BUILDING, DETROIT 26, MICHIGAN 
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Strong Ally 


of a 
Strong America 
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With few exceptions, the changes and developments which can 
be anticipated in American life after the war must depend in some 
measure on the building industry. Better educational opportunities 
will require new school buildings; decentralization of industry 
will necessitate new communities of homes, industrial buildings, 
commercial buildings and municipal buildings; social rehabili- 
tation will call for vast programs of slum clearance; and improved 
living conditions will demand large numbers of homes and 
housing projects. 

Stran-Steel is well qualified to serve a progressive building 
industry, strong ally of a strong America. As a key supplier of 
military buildings, Stran-Steel has developed new techniques and 
acquired valuable engineering knowledge in the use of strip steel. 










UNIT OF NATIONAL 
STEEL CORPORATION 
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If this war housing project comprising up to 100 or more houses were in your hands, you 


probably could complete it faster with Atlas High-Early cement — and save time in wartime. 


‘TAN CHEKOVSKI and thousands of 
Ss others enrolled in our industrial 
‘army’? must have new homes so 
that war production can be increased 
in nearby plants. But how soon? 
Uncle Sam wants war production 
on the double-quick. New housing for 
war workers was needed yesterday. 


You know an answer to the ques- 
tion. Atlas High-Early cement. 


Despite cold weather, this speedy 
cement will help hurry up completion 
of war housing. This cement has had 
an important role in helping to place 





this country on an all-out war basis 
not only in housing, but in factories, 
airports, naval bases, cantonments, 
access roads. 

Check the facts in the adjoining 
box. Use Atlas High-Early cement 
whenever you need durable, service- 
able concrete—in a hurry. Universal 
Atlas Cement Company (United 
StatesSteel Corporation Subsidiary), 
Chrysler Building, New York City. 
OFFICES: New York, Chicago, Albany, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Minneapokis, Duluth, 


Cleveland, St. Louis, Kansas City, Des Moines, 
Birmingham, Waco. 


SAVE TIME IN WARTIME WITH 


Atlas High-Early Cement 


A UNIVERSAL ATLAS PRODUCT 








CHECK ON ATLAS HIGH-EARLY 
for Wartime Construction 


Atlas High-Early cement gains strength rapidly 
—produces serviceable concrete in one-fifth 
the usual time on some jobs. So it— 


1. Permits earlier use of concrete, and thus 
gives owner earlier occupancy. 

2. Saves manpower when such conserva 
tion is needed most—releases men for 
new jobs more quickly. 

3. Conserves lumber. Forms may be strip- 
ped sooner—often in 24 hours instead 
of from 3 to 5 days and re-used. Hence 
fewer sets of forms may be needed, sav- 
ing time, labor, and lumber. 

4. Shortens time required for protection and 
evring as much as 70%. This saves fuel 
and releases tarpaulins and salamanders 
for other work. 

5. Reduces overhead by saving time, man- 
power and equipment. 


AB-H-52 } 
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salute our paratroopers 


Nervy chaps, these boys, who certainly know what it means 
to “go off the deep end.” 


P Action! The command is “jump.” With nothing between 
them and the earth but several thousand feet of air, they step 
into space. 


P Dropping over enemy territory, they’re exposed targets 
until they land. On the ground, they're subject to attack . . . 
perhaps annihilation. For they are expendable, their com- 
mand’s investment in disrupting the enemy behind his lines, 
to divert him while mounting the main frontal attack. 


P Salute America’s paratroopers, men of stamina and guts 
who accept the perilous hazards of their assignments as all in 
the day's work of winning the war. Having dedicated them- 
selves to the supreme sacrifice for their country, we on the 
home front owe them a supreme debt which, by our own 
material sacrifice, must and can be paid only through our 
purchase of War Bonds. . . now and for the duration! 


BRADLEY LUMBER ’ COMPANY of Arkansas 


Warren ~ Arkansas 
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FOR TOMORROW'S HOMES.. 
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After the war—watch home-building skyrocket! 


And—watch the number of homes built with the Insulite 
Approved Wall of Protection also skyrocket. In post-war 
building, structural soundness, effective insulation and vapor 
control will be primary considerations. 


The Insulite Approved Wall of Protection will be used in 
the construction of post-war homes because this modern wall 
gives all the needed factors. The Insulite Approved Wall of 
Protection has been tested and proved in thousands and 
thousands of pre-war homes. Its outstanding advantages make 
it a must in post-war construction. 


ee ee ee 


Begin now to plan the homes you will build after the war. 
If you are not familiar with the many advantages of the 
Insulite Approved Wall of Protection, write for complete 
information. 


(1) Some prefer Insulite Interior (2) Unusually attractive designsand (3) Waste space in attics or base- 
Finish for interior walls and ceilings. patterns can be obtained in the ap- ments may be turned into livable 
Supplied in a wide variety of de- lication of Insulite Interior Finish. quarters. Insulite interior finish will 
signs, shapc> and colors, many inter- riod, or Conventional treatments help to provide more livable, com- 
esting and beautiful interiors may to fit the type and style of home or __fortable interiors . . . insulating and 
be built with Insulite. Insulite also desire of owner are easily accom- decorating the house, giving warmer 
insulates, thus enabling you to do plished. rooms in winter, cooler rooms in 
two jobs at one cost—insulate and summer. Insulite interiors require 
beautify at one operation no plastering, papering or painting 


\ 





4 INSULITE : Tl 
a ; DIVISION OF MINNESOTA AND ONTARIO PAPER COMPANY, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
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THE INSULITE APPROVED 
WALL OF PROTECTION 





INSIDE... 
INSULITE M 
SEALED GRAYLITE ae OUTSIDE 
- 3 eee 
LOK-JOINT LATH ba INSULITE 
Insulite Sealed Graylite Lok-Joint 
Lath, with an asphalt barrier on BILDRITE SHEATHING 
the stud side, effectively retards ef ‘ ur , 
the passage of vapor, and provides 4 Insulite Bildrite Sheathing allows 
an inner wall of insulation. what little vapor may enter into 
; the stud space to pass naturally 
toward the outside, thus effec- 
tively guarding against condensa- 
tion within the wall itself. Asphalt 


treated throughout, Bildrite is 
waterproofed and windproofed. 
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The big panels of Insulite Bild- Insulite Sealed Graylite Lok-Joint Brown stain or paint blisters can 
rite Sheathing fit quickly into place Lath is a safe base for plaster. be an indication of destructive con- 
and cover a large surface in one The patented ‘‘Loks” bind adjoin- densation within the walls. With the 
operation. Insulite Bildrite Sheath- ing lath units together, — Insulite Approved Wall of Protection 
ing provides four times the bracing strength at the most vulnerable this problem is minimized. 
strength of ordinary wood sheath- point—the joint. 
ing, horizontally applied. 
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THE ORIGINAL WOOD FIBRE STRUCTURAL INSULATING BOARD 
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Strict laboratory control plus the most modern equipment 
fortified by many improvements during 25 years of 
“know-how” are the reasons for the reputation for quality 
that the Mueller Brass Co. enjoys today—Yes, precision starts 
at the very beginning in the manufacture of STREAMLINE 
fittings—PRECISION STARTS WITH THE CORE. 


We Americans, no matter in what walk of life, realize that 
armament work must come first. IT MUST TAKE PRECE. 
DENCE OVER EVERYTHING ELSE IF FOR NO OTHER 
REASON THAN THIS—THAT WE MAY PRESERVE FOR THE 
FUTURE THOSE VERY BUSINESSES OF WHICH WE ARE NOW 
TEMPORARILY DEPRIVED. If we fail, everything is lost—our 
businesses, our freedoms and our democratic way of life. 
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In a happier yesteryear STREAMLINE copper pipe and 
bronze solder type fittings were installed in thousands of 
buildings where a permanently reliable plumbing or heat- 
ing system was essential. They were used for air condi- 
tioning, for water service piping from main to building— 
for sewage disposal systems and a thousand other uses 
where dependability and long service life were of prime 
importance. They were, and still are, universally considered 
the finest materials that money can buy. TODAY MODERN 
EQUIPMENT AND MASS PRODUCTION HASTEN 
STREAMLINE FITTINGS TO OUR ARMED FORCES FOR 
INSTALLATION IN TANKS AND FIGHTING 
SHIPS OF ALL KINDS. 


S E i E A a L I ™ E When the postwar period dawns, STREAMLINE 


PIPE AND FITTINGS DIVISION bronze fittings and STREAMLINE copper pipe 


MUELLER BRASS CO will once more protect the health of the nation 
= 


as they are now protecting the health and 
PORT HURON, MICHIGAN 


lives of our men in the service. 
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Agricola was the Renaissance Diesel who designed this air- 
-onditioning engine. He waited and waited for some mine 
owner to recognize the need for it. But it never gave out the 
-reaks and clumps, the hisses and groans that would have 
been music to his ears—because it never got built. 
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§ Fowapays a lot of builders are 
dreaming sweet dreams about tomorrow. 





Wired for sound, their dreams go 
like this: 






“Building Boom Coming —it can’t 
miss.’—’80% of our prewar plants 
areobsoleteand need replacement.” 
—"“Industry is on the move, and 
needs new plants in newlocations.”’ 
—"Hundreds of new products are 
clamoring for plants in which they 
can be made.”— 













Maybe so. 







But many a building boom has fizzled 
elore—because need does not neces- 
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‘Are you doodlin 


or planning for that 
building boom? 


> 
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sarily mean demand. If it’s an indus- 
trial building boom you want, you'll 
have to help set it off. 


How? By showing executives that 
the building industry can now produce 
plants so much more efficient and eco- 
nomical that business simply can’t af- 
ford not to build them. 


And the most economical and effec- 
tive way to tell your story is through the 
pages of TimME-—the first-choice maga- 
zine of business executives, plant own- 
ers and managers—the magazine they 





TIME 





THE GATEWAY 











BETTMAN ARCHIY 


turn to for information to help them 
think ahead and plan ahead and see 
the shape of things to come...the maga- 
zine they believe in and vote their favo- 
rite over all the others they read*. 


What’s more, TIME is the magazine 
in which business and industry prefer 
to tell their own product stories? 





*Among these people are executives and 
engineers, Government officials, mayors, 
bankers, architects, and 22 other groups of 
leaders—all of whom recently voted “TIME 
is America’s most important magazine.” 






TO THE BUILDING MARKET 












SAVE SAWING ... 


LET THE JOINTS FALL 
WHERE THEY WILL 


tien 
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This Wonder-Working Lumber Will Bring You 


ADVANTAGES 


MONEY -IN- 


412 YOUR- POCKET 


The war effort is still taking more tons of wood than of steel 
or any other commodity. The use of wood is expanding in 
all directions. Chemicals, for instance, are made from it. How- 
ever, contractors and builders need not be alarmed. The sup- 
ply of lumber will be ample for your post-war operations. 
It will be better lumber so designed and milled as to cut your 
on-the-job costs of labor, material and time. It will stand you 
in good stead to talk over with your dealer the 12 money-in- 
your-pocket advantages of Essco End-Lokt lumber now. 





1. End-Lokt, the lumber of tomorrow, makes possible greater 
recovery of better grades. This elimination of waste to a great 
extent offsets the extra cost of extra milling. Thus, End-Lokt 
milling operates as an economic factor in the supplying of 
plus value lumber at no premium in price. Especially is this 
true when the saving in labor costs it effects are taken into 
consideration. 


2. End-Lokt lumber saves the extra cost and waste involved 
in diagonal sheathing, sub-flooring and roof decking. Ends 
need not be sawed except at windows, doors and the end of 
the run. Any piece sawed off at these points 
can be used as the starter for the next run. 


3. The cutting, handling and mailing costs 
saved by End-Loktlumber brings the extra 
strength, continuous surface advantages 
of all diagonal sheathing at little or no 
extra cost. 


4. Equal savings and advantages are 
gained in the use of End-Lokt drop sid- 
ing, ceiling and porch lining lumber. 


5S. End-Lokt lumber forms solid, contin- 
uous floor, sub-floor, wall or deck surfaces 
because ends as well as sides interlock. 


SOUTHERN PINE e 
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6. End-Lokt lumber eliminates close end nailing and conse- 
quent splitting and lessened nail holding strength. 


7. End-Lokt lumber eliminates chatter resulting from one 
plain butted end joint falling over another. 


8. End-Lokt joints can fall where they may, i. e., they 
need not break over a joist or stud bearing. This saves saw- 
ing, nails and nailing necessary to make two ends of plain 
end lumber butt over joists, studs or rafters. 


9. End-Lokt joints falling between stud or joist bearing are 
as firm and practically as strong asif the piece fully spanned 
the stud or joist bearing points. 


10. Bundled in shorter lengths, End-Lokt lumber is handled 
easier and more speedily by one man on the job. 


11. Bundled End-Lokt lumber gains freight advantage in 
shipping and “‘yards” in less space with less handling. 


12. Bundled End-Lokt lumber simplifies the inventory by 
reducing the necessity of carrying large assortments. 


EXCHANGE SaWMILLs SaLes Co. 


1111 R.A. LONG BUILDING 


= TRADE-MARKED — GRADE-MARKED 
SOUTHERN HARDWOODS e 
WEST COAST WOODS . OAK FLOORING 















KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 


PONDEROSA PINE 
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Design for 
Summer Comfort 





Ki 


Direct drive, 12 to 30-inch 
Belt drive, 24 to 48-inch 
Capacities up te 20,000 
CFM 
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Bret drawing “After Victory” home plans, get full 
information concerning the complete line of Emerson- 
e Electric Home Cooler Fans.... Turned on after sundown, 
: a these powerful, quiet home coolers expel excessively hot air 
Fe trapped in the attic and living rooms, draw cooler outside 
7 + air into and through the house from open windows and 
doors. This vital circulation is assured without expensive 
special construction features or complicated mechanisms. cP as, 
Write for complete information. Emerson-Electric home KITCHEN 
, cooler fans and kitchen ventilating fans will again be VENTILATOR FANS 
available “After Victory” in the same dependable quality weg 
, ; which has characterized all Emerson-Electric equipment for tong ti wien 
: more than 53 years. tee? Of Emerson® 
THE EMERSON ELECTRIC MANUFACTURING CO. have Proved pastors 
SAINT LOUIS ut then Homes throne 
). 10-inch and taiace ang 





, bs Branches: New York « Chicago + Detroit « Los Angeles + Davenport 
\ | " 


Now 100° War Production 


~ | “EMERSON £255 ELECTRIC 


HOME COOLER FANS . ° KITCHEN VENTILATORS 
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It is our opinion that post-war products will be 1942 
models. Check the facts supporting that belief. You will 
learn that to go into war production—it was necessary to 
convert our plants and develop our producing personnel 
and our thinking almost entirely away from normal pro- 
duction. And when peace comes-—time, money and energy 
shall be consumed in re-conversion. Introduction of new 
products, new models and new designs will follow in 
orderly fashion after that period. 


SS 


Our conception of the post-war period does not call for nor contemplate 


any change in our pre-war method of distributing our products. 





Tm, AMERICAN 


HEATING EQUIPMENT 





“<tandard” 


PLUMBING FIXTURES 

















AMERICAN & Standard 
Rapiator ™ Sanitans 
HewYork CORPORATION Pitisburgh 





Cast Iron and Steel Boilers and Furnaces for Coal, Oil, Gas * Radiators * Cast Iron Enameled and Vitreous China Plumbing Fixtures 
and Plumbers’ Brass Goods * Winter Air Conditioning Units * Coal and Gas Water Heaters * Oi! Burners * Heating Accessories 
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| —_— who has ever caught cold 
from sitting too near a drafty, heat-leak- 
ing window, will answer “yes!” The 
No. 1 requirement in post-war window 
design is weather-tightness—ability to 
4 reduce wind infiltration and heat loss. 
Designing that kind of window isn’t 
simple. It takes elaborate testing equip- 
ment, extensive laboratory facilities. It 


: takes years of research and field ex- 
a perience. 

a Curtis has made this investment in time 
% and research. 


7m 
+ 


Consider, for example, the Curtis 
Silentite window. It represents the first Here is one of the famous Curtis Silentite window designs. It’s an insulated, 
basic window improvementin 300 years. Pref, pre-weatherstripped window .. free of weights and pulleys, free of 
It is a complete pre-assembled unit— sticking or rattling. It’s a typical Curtis achievement in designing windou's 
factory-fit for extreme accuracy. It is that keep heat inside—and bar out cold. 
made of wood—a non-conductor of heat 


























j ‘i 
4 and cold. It operates without weights or 

2 pulleys—and hence with no cuts in the 

& ; ‘ . 

a jamb to allow heat leakage. Its efficient 3 
weatherstripping is built-in, an integral ‘ BA = 

4 part of the unit. ae 

aM . fo oe sat r ; 
a But what about the window of to- Bra - } ee 
2 morrow? We can say only this: Curtis ===> (9 |. ~ oe -se Ps] = 

research is still going on... still cen- i a. Se ie 

: tered on making even further improve- —_{ — 
; ments in window weather-tightness. pace 

‘ , ; ag des t the ; 

Whatever tomorrow may bring, Curtis i i f . 





ra will continue a leader in better window a ee , Coe . RE ME 
q design ... with weather-tightness a pri- 



































ie > . | ‘se ip Sas z : brs . 
mary Curtis advantage.CurtisCompanies ‘Ef j/ °° Ce at oF a § “4 
: me Fine ey : 
Service Bureau, Dept. AB-10S, Bike é 6) iia Re AE 
Clinton, Iowa. Tr ’ ; Pie ag. oe BS op 
: © : “! 
4 meme OD Rk cone “i ay — , 
‘ie i oP ae r wr) Sad 
, SILENTITE ee “hs 
4 PRE=FiT e . 5. ; JT 
= the Insulated window bad See 





TOMORROW’S WINDOWS WILL HAVE GREATER WEATHER-TIGHTNESS 
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It isn’t foolish optimism to plan now for the day whet 
this war will end. It’s just good sense. And everyon 
will benefit. 

For example, tomorrow's home buyer. He'll get bettt! 
planning now than he can hope for in the scramble 
postwar building. When Victory does come, he'll ® 
ready—with blueprints—to break ground. 

You'll benefit, too. Doesn’t the idea of having jo 
lined up, ready to go, look good to you? Won't y 


ta 


DETROIT STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY 





SET Storm Sash ita 


/(| 


lay wher 


everyone 


get bette! 
-amble 0! , 
, he'll & 
ving joo 
Jon’t you 


Y 


You hear a lot about the comfort, con- 
venience and efficiency that people will 
expect in postwar homes you'll be build- 
ing someday. In windows, that means 
Fenestra. And the new “‘Easy-Set’”’ Storm 
Sash brings extra comfort—extra con- 
venience—and greater efficiency to steel 
casement windows. 


That’s why this new storm sash opens 


START POSTWAR 
HOUSE PLANS 


SUGGESTS 





Profit by having houses under way while competitors 
still are planning? 

And there’s our fighting men. They want to com- 
home to jobs—not handouts to carry them over while 
plans are worked out. And it’s fair to expect the building 
industry to provide a big share of the jobs that must 
be ready. 

Everyone stands to gain—and we dou't see how any- 
body can lose—by planning now. 


up new and bigger prospects for steel 
casement windows in the postwar period. 
And it’s another reason why you'll want 
to include Fenestra Steel Casements in 
your plans for postwar homes. Remem- 
ber, the comfort and fuel savings that 
‘““Easy-Set”’ Storm Sash provides will help 
make owners more satisfied with the houses 


you build... Write for free literature. 





<> + ZN 














DEPT. AB-10 + 2260 EAST GRAND BOULEVARD .- DETROIT 11, MICH. 
Pacific Coast Plant at Oakland, Calif. 
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| BUILDING | PLANS  — 
Practical, - Colorfud - Versatile 


irs your, ASSURANCE OF PERMANENT. 
- CUSTOMER SATISFACTION | 


_BITS- IN oO ALL POST- AR 


















FINAL STEP IN THE BRIGHT DIRECTION! é 





Modern Marlite, ideally suited for interior wall construction problems? A colorful, comprehensive S . 
and ceiling surfaces, is gaining added prominence catalog is yours on request. Marsh Engineers are v 
in War Construction . . . and this wartime ex- ready to help you in post-war planning. Write to- ; 
perience on military jobs, in war plants and aboard day for complete information! P| 
fighting ships, plus an outstanding record of pre- = 
war dependability, promises much help in your — . a , ” ® 
post-war plans. Are you one of the leading dealers, = i Sirs 





builders and contractors coast to coast who already 
know how completely plastic-finished Marlite wall 
panels are the satisfying solution to many interior 


Marlite’s practical, wall-size panels are quickly, easily adapt- ¢ 
able to homes of all types . . . for kitchens, bathrooms, living 

rooms, rumpus rooms, bed-rooms, hallways. In commercial t 
and industrial buildings; in fact, wherever a practical wall 

or ceiling surface of attractive originality is desired, Marlite y \ 
enjoys enviable leadership. 





———- don 





hailey pol 


for creating -beautitut interiors 


Plastic-Finished WALL PANELS . 


MARSH WALL PRODUCTS, Inc., 103 Main Street, Dover, Ohio 
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was put into the tray and the cylinders were alternately 
frozen and thawed 15 
ment mortar remains intact, whereas the other mortar has crumbled 
badly. This simple test can be made in any ice-manufacturing plant. 


Above: A cylinder of Brixment mortar (left) and a cyl- 
inder of mortar made with 50-50 cement and lime mortar 
right). Both specimens were made at the same time, and subjected 
to exactly the same treatment. After curing for 30 days, 14” of water 





times. Note in photo 2 that Brix- 


BRIXMENT Makes 
More DURABLE Mortar! 


FOR permanent strength and beauty, mortar must 
be durable—must be able to withstand the alter- 
nate freezing and thawing to which it is subjected 


many times each winter. 


Brixment mortar is more durable. This greater 
durability is due partly to the strength and sound- 
uess of Brixment mortar, and partly to the fact 
that Brixment is waterproofed during manufacture. 
This y aterproofing helps prevent the mortar from 
becoming saturated—therefore protects it from 
the destructive action of freezing and thawing. 


Walls built with Brixment mortar therefore retain 
their original strength and appearance. Even in 


parapet walls and chimneys, where exposure is 
particularly severe, Brixment mortar will almost 


never require re-pointing. 





BRIXMENT 
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Louisville Cement Company. Incorporated, Louisville, 


vp j 


LUCCO 


Kentucky. Cement Manufacturers for Over a Century. 
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The mammoth Carey plant at Lockland, Cincinnati, Ohio, is the largest individual roofing factory in the country 


Miami Cabinet Division, Middletown, Ohio 


BIG, BUSY PLANTS 
Ww 


, = Oppel Tile 
PRODUCTS ou ay re § 


VITAL to AMERICA’S 
WAR INDUSTRIES 
AND HOMES 





Mines, East Broughton, P. Q., Canada 


A wide variety of high quality Asphalt, Asbestos, and Magnesia * 
products flow in a steady stream from these Carey Plants, to 
America’s vast war industries . . . There they help step-up pro- 
duction, conserve fuel and manpower, protect plants against 
wear and weather. 


From these factories, too, come the Carey ‘‘Long-Life’’ Products 
used in the repair and maintenance of American homes—products > 
whose dependable quality every Carey Contractor and Dealer can x @ 
vouch for! 

Write Dept. 10 for details 


THE PHILIP CAREY MFG. COMPANY 
Dependable Products Since 1873 


* CONSERVE FUEL: see seeeo our richtine rorces to WICTORY!* * 



























American Butlder, October 1943. 


: 
: U. S. BULLETIN « OCTOBER 


PUZZLED BY CONSTANT CHANGES IN 
THE HEATING EQUIPMENT PICTURE? 


Check with your U. S. Radiator Branch Office or Wholesaler 
_.. It’s their job to give you any help they can 





Conditions in the heating equipment picture 
are changing constantly. But U. S. Radiator and 
1 Pacific Steel Boiler Division are continuing to 
produce as much equipment as possible for 


te essential civilian service. 


U. S. RADIATOR Branch Offices and Whole- 
4 salers stand ready to help you in any way they 
can. Don’t hesitate to consult them when you 


have a heating equipment problem. 


Under war conditions, no one can guarantee 














how much equipment will be available, or 


exactly when it can be delivered, but you can U. S. Radiator plants are helping to meet important 
* rest assured they will give you their best. needs for healthful, economical heating by turning 
oe out boilers, radiators, as well as repair and 


replacement parts to the best of their ability and 









the limit of their capacity under wartime regula- 
tions. Many of these plants are also engaged in 
* RADIANT WARMTH the production of vital war material. 


* UNITED STATES /YADIATOR (ORPORATION 


, PACIFIC STEEL BOILER DIVISION 


Detroit, Michigan - Branches and Sales Offices in Principal Cities 


Manufacturing Plants At 


* Detroit, Mich . kirk iY * Edwardsville, | 
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GENERAL (6) ELECTRIC 


HOME BUREAU BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 
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“9. STRUCTURE’ = 3. OPERATING EQUIPMENT 
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snused attic space can be transformed into beautiful, livable rooms with Fir-Tex Colorkote Panels. 


THERE’S 










Your 


4 
* {ttrac, 
g active res 
Ms tal 
Pocket “ts like this creat 
ee € Sati sped 
rs eustomers and 4, 
‘ Put profits in 


IN BUILDING EXTRA ROOMS WITH FIR-~-TEX 


a. an urgent need for extra rooms within disturbed when a Fir-Tex job is in progress. The range 
existing homes. Don’t overlook the opportunity of five pastel colors—Ivrykote, Wheatkote, Greenkote, 
presented by this market. Don’t overlook the fact Blukote and Aprikote— permits each job to be in- 
that Fir-Tex Insulating panels fit into this pro- dividual. These combined qualities insure satisfied 
sram. They are clean and easy to handle. There’s no customers which means more jobs and more profits 
muss with Fir-Tex. The rest of the house is not for you. 











Tough, long fibers from Fir-Tex Firkote Sheathing Fir-Tex Insulating Board Lath 







natural wood are thoroughly 
sterilized and felted together 
into firm, solid boards. Each 






seals out summer's heat rays 
and seals in wintertime fur- 
nace heat. Use on roof and 






is the modern and economical 
way to prepare walls for 
plaster. This solid insulating 

























square inch of Fir-Tex con- outer walls. Sheathing and plaster base eliminates lath 
tains millions of insulating 


air pockets. 


insulation in one board, marks . . . greatly reduces 








at one cost. plaster cracks 


FREE—28-PAGE FIR-TEX CATALOG IN COLOR. 
Mail to FIR-TEX 
Porter Building, Portland, Oregon. 

New 28-page catalog in color illustrates how you can 
build extra rooms within homes. 















INSULATING BUILDING BOARD Name 


4ddress AB-043 
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Typical of the Super lengthwise to fit the 





Harbord specialties exact need of the 
that will be available designer. These huge 
for better construc- new panels are now 
tion after Victory being manufactured 
are these Giant Pan- on special precision 
els—panels that are being made as machines (designed by the Harbor 
wide as nine feet, in any standard Plywood engineering staff) and are A) 
thickness and in ANY LENCTH being produced for direct war uses f 


DESIRED. The face grain of these in a manufacturing unit set up for 
panels may run across the panel or this specific operation. 
! 
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Long before pre-fabrication methods attained widespread attention as a solution 
to our housing problems... DeWalt machines were custom-cutting houses in 
quantity. DeWalt stands out among the pioneers who set the pace for our build- 
ing trend today! In the plant or on the job, DeWalt Cutting Machines, for metal 
and wood, are serving in our nation’s war-time building program. Sturdy, flex- 


ible, dependable, they do their cutting with a precision heretofore unknown. 


DeWALT PRODUCTS CORPORATION 


Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
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For the home they are ready to plan 


They know what they want—these homeowners-to-be. 
Results of actual surveys indicate that they have formed 
definite ideas on their homes of tomorrow. 


Many of those wants will be met by wood, at once 
the most familiar and most modern of building ma- 
terials. And here’s why doors, frames and windows of 
Ponderosa Pine will prove most acceptable. 


ADAPTABILITY— Windows, properly placed or grouped, 
can make any room seem larger. Stock windows of 
Ponderosa Pine are offered in a great variety of 


styles and sizes, for any architectural style. 


WEATHER-TIGHTNESS — Tomorrow’s windows must be 
weather-tight. Ponderosa Pine stock windows, with 
their natural insulating qualities, are precision-built 


easily weather-stripped. 


for a better fit. . . 


WOODWOR K 





PONDEROSA PINE WOODWORK 
Dept. YAB-10, 111 W. Washington Street 
Chicago 2, Illinois 


Cit) 


LONG LIFE — Always a durable building material, wood is 
now longer-lasting than ever, when it has been given 
toxic treatment. What's more, Ponderosa Pine takes 
paint easily —and holds it. 


CHARM —For beauty in architectural detail, wood stands 
second to none. Its surface texture has not been 
successfully imitated. People will want the beauty 


and charm of wood in their postwar homes. 
* 


Send for your free copy! This book, 
“The New Open House,” is a storehouse 
of ideas for postwar housing. It shows 
how—and why—Ponderosa Pine meets 
the needs of tomorrow. Mail the coupon 


for your free copy! 


Please send me a free copy of “Open Hous« 


Nam 


Addres 


State 





THE BEST #S YOURS WITH PINE | 








ATCH WOODwoze! | 














Au 
mo 
sch 
hel 
poi 


LII 
use 
zine 
of s 
ust 
hav 
of I 
Wri 
feat 


Thi 
papi 
of « 
be u 
ads. 
liste 


OP: 
Tim 
dige 
cont 
poss 
men 
a sl 
Tim 
























Aug 
hous 
HEA 
= to T 
© help: 


Wart 


“Hoy 
Soak 
of hi 
inter 
land: 


Timi 
¥ new 
© turin 
& Fuel, 
& One 
a SW 
‘A itself 


*We'd 
3 Copy | 
SON yc 
Zion t 













































| @ 
ood Is 
given 


- takes 


stands 
t been 


beauty 


- ¥ 


















































BRIEFLY TOLD: 


August was another big 
month for Timken service 
schools. Forty-seven were 
held at as many different 
points. 


* 


LIFE magazine will be 
used for TSA’s Fall maga- 
zine advertising. First ad 
of series appeared in Aug- 
ust 23 issue. Thousands 
have requested their copy 
of new folder on D. Allen 
Wright’s “Victory Home,” 
featured in ad.* 


+ 


Thirty-seven metropolitan 
papers, with a circulation 
of close to 10,000,000, will 
be used for Fall newspaper 
ads. Dealers’ names will be 
listed. 

* 


OPA official calls new 
Timken fuel oil rationing 
digest folder “A splendid 
contribution offering little 
possibility of improve- 
ment.” Folder was mailed 
a short time ago to all 
Timken owners.* 


* 


August issue of Timken’s 
house magazine, TIMKEN 
HEAT, now in the mails 
m to TSA dealers. Filled with 
helpful hints on profitable 


wartime selling. 
* 


“How to Recondition Water 
Soaked Equipment” is title 
of new bulletin of special 
interest to dealers in low- 
lands and coastal areas. 
3 x 

We 

=» Timken dealers have a 
@ new service letterhead fea- 
me turing “7 Ways to Save 
Fucl, Now or Any Time.” 
SOne dealer writes, “Does 








a a swell selli j 

1a selling job all by 
+# ” . 
© itself 
. * 
5 
- d like to send a sample 
mcoPy to you, also. Please write 
we" your letterhead and men- 


Se) 


ee 








“Well Done” 


ES, even if Timken field men have 

to “hoof it,’ Timken still will 
maintain close personal contact with its 
dealers. 

Personally working with dealers and 
personally helping them with their 
problems always has been the biggest 
plank in Timken’s dealer cooperation 
platform .. . always will be! 

Although there’s plenty of hard work 
involved in this, it has been made much 
easier by the built-in ability of Timken 
Products to stand up and deliver de- 
pendable performance under the most 
trying conditions. 

And — we’re proud of other things 
we're doing for and with Timken 





TIMKEN 


dealers—such things as regular territory 
service schools . . . helpful mailings to 
Timken owners . . . prompt service on 
replacement parts . . . field-tested service 
and accessories sales programs... a new 
pocket-size service handbook . . . and a 
strong magazine and newspaper adver- 
tising campaign to keep Timken’s name 
and dealers’ names before prospects 
during the war period. 

Right now we're planning prosperity 
for Timken dealers in the post-war era 
with an improved, expanded line of 
heating and air conditioning equip- 
ment and other new products for the 
home. Your request for information 
will receive prompt attention. 


TIMKEN St4.c Aiton 


Quality Home Appliances—for Comfort, Convenience and Economy 


Division of THE TIMKEN-DETROIT AXLE COMPANY, Detroit 32, Michigan 
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Your catalog of reliable wartime 
plumbing is ready MW 











‘ate 


on 
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CONSTANT pressure of building maintenance 
and repair plus the demands of war construc- EA 
tion make dependable plumbing — fixtures 
and fittings made of non-critical materials — 


a wartime “must.” 


The new Kohler Win-the-War catalog offers 


a 





16 pages of such facilities for your approval 


... fixtures and fittings that are taking the 








worst that bases, cantonments, hospitals, war 





housing can dish out—with no service let-up. 


In offering a complete line of well designed 


fixtures and fittings for wartime demands. 





Kohler Co. is sustaining the 70-year-old policy 
of doing things well. Write for the new 
Kohler Win-the-War catalog today. Kohler 


Co.. Kohler. Wisconsin. 








* BUY UNITED STATES WAR BONDS x 
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KOHLER of KOHLER- 


PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FITTINGS + HEATING EQUIPMENT -+- ELECTRIC PLANTS 
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HOT 


PRESS 


BACKING UP 


The Stan in the 


Ome” 


ABERDEEN PLYWOOD’S ANSWER TO THE AXIS 


At this moment the 375 employees of the 
Aberdeen Plywood Corporation are hit- 
ting the enemy on the front lines, on the 
ground and in the sky; for Aberdeen 
Plywood is an important part of the fabric 
and structure of many implements of war. 
Its uses in global war stretch all the way 
forward from the barracks to the fighting 
front. 

An amazing number of new uses have 


DOUGLAS FIR Piywoond 


been developed for plywood, adaptable 
to peace-time needs. When the war is 
Aberdeen Plywood will be imme- 
diately available for all these uses. The 
same machinery that produced it for war 
will produce it for peace, without retool- 
ing or plant conversion. Ours is a modern 


over, 


plant with an adequate personnel, trained 
in precision production. Remember the 


Aberdeen Plywood. 


name 


HOT PRESS 


FOOT 


ALDER STREET 
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Behind the convoys = = Se a 
stand the shipyards. =< hea 8 
which Lehigh Cement 
helped build 





mana are precious in shipyards today. Vessels to 
carry world-wide cargoes, and fighting ships to guard 
the sea-lanes, are being turned out at amazing speeds. &F 
That’s only possible with the help of every American 


industry, and Lehigh Cements share the job. 


Ear ieee eee F5 8=t 


Concrete for vital shipyard installation is quickly and 





= oe efficiently made with Lehigh Portland Cement. In cases 4 
LEHIGH EARLI STRENGTH CEMENT where speed is of the essence, Lehigh Early Strength WF 


for service-strength concrete in a hurry Cement comes to service-strength 3 to 5 times faster than 


| 
normal cement, and gives a finer, denser concrete, to. a 





There’s a place for Lehigh Cements in every industry. 





fe ' 
He 11013 whether for war or private work. Lehigh’s Service 
CEMENT Department specializes in solving special problems. Why 


not write and let us help you? 








LEHIGH PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY « 
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An angle cut (a), and a cross cut 
(b), with one stroke of saw—!00%, 
increase. 





ne an eae 





Pe A cross cut saw (c), combined with 

t 3] a dado head (d), cut off and notch 

a one end with one stroke of saw— 
100%, increase. 













Take the UNI-POINT Short Cut 
‘to INCREASED PRODUCTION 


More work per man hour is the goal of every plant superin- 
tendent and construction foreman today. We cannot increase 
the number of hours in a day, but Uni-Point Radial Saws 
enable one man, on most types of construction, to turn out 
gun & 20% more work in a given time. 


er notch cutter and cut both an- 
gles with one stroke of saw—!00%, 
increase 


Instead of cutting angle (e), then 
& ~~ (f), use a countersunk dado or 
ra 





sels to 




















speeds. k ONE POINT CUTTING#* with Uni-Point offers the opera- 
Sea tor a mechanical simplicity that saves time. But, more than 
nerica 2 h ° P oge ° ° Notch six 4” rafters with one stroke 
a that, it provides adaptability to short cuts in production meth- of, saw—500% increase. Uni-Point has 
: z ” cro ¢ it 
‘i ods which can double or triple the output on some types of a ee 
a By work and substantially increase it on every job. 
cly and Be > 
ee Give a good machine to a good woodworker with good ideas, 
1 cases E* . ‘ 
1 3 and here is what you get! (Note sketches at right.) 
strengt!! *Uni-Point is designed so that the saw blade always enters the material at the 
same point in the table regardless of whether it is set for a vertical, horizontal. 
ter than of compound-miter cross cut angle. 
ate. 100. Write for Catalog No. 60 
? We also manufacture “modern design” Saw Benches, Band Saws, Jointers : : 
Planers, Lathes, Shapers, Mortisers, Sanders, Swing Saws. Also a complete 5 Yves the coat G ome h- 
ndustt’, line of Saw Mill machinery. ting, the Uni-Point way 
Service 
ms. Wh 


AMERICAN SAW MILL MACHINERY Co. 


HACKETTSTOWN, NEW JERSEY 
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FASTER! 
STRONGER! 
SAFER! 





FALL CONCRETE 


Avoid 50° Slow-up’ In Your Fall Concreting Operations 


“Chilling Fall temperatures from 50° to 32° 
seriously affect both the development of 
strength and the ultimate quality of concrete. 
SOLVAY Calcium Chloride serves largely. if 
not entirely, to offset the effects of temperature 
drops and provides extra cold weather pro- 
tection. 


Use SOLVAY Calcium Chloride to increase 
early and final strength of concrete. It does 
not change the normal chemical action of 
Portland cement. It is low in cost. 


Send for complete information. Write to 
Dept. 34A-10. 


CONCRETE 





rer | SOLWAY Garg 





Dependable, Recommended 
FIRE PROTECTION 
at LOW COST! 


Use Pails, Barrels, Pumps 


NON-FREEZING e EASY TO USE e EASY 
TO PREPARE e CAN'T GET OUT OF 
ORDER e WON'T FOUL, FREEZE, EVAP- ranges from 3e to Sc per gallon. This means thet comp 
units con mg of pails and solution can obtained for one 
ORATE, DETERIORATE * RECOMMENDED — feller erie 
ire De men an officials send for complete in- 
BY FIRE DEPARTMENTS AND INSURANCE = '™""™ “"#e fo Dept. 348-10. 
COMPANIES 


LOW COST—The cost of Solvay Calcium Chloride solutions 





SOLVAY SALES CORPORATION 
40 Rector Street New York 6, N.Y. 


SOLVAY (.cr™ 


TRADE MARK REC. U.S. Pat OFF 
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2 L A ST 3 ¢€ Ss. products of industrial initiative 


Plastics are a stimulating source of inspiration for 
architects and industrial designers in search of new 
ideas. When these intriguing materials are released 
from their military commitments, innumerable 
applications for the home front will arise. No 
products offer a better example of how progress 
can be accomplished when industry is given free 
rein to its initiative. 


As a producer of basic chemicals needed for the 
manufacture of plastics, Dow is in a particularly 
fortunate position to promote their development. 
Three major Dow plastics—Styron, Ethocel and 


THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY, MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 


New York + St. Louis - Chicago « Houston + San Francisco « Los Angeles + Seattle 





Saran—have already been produced. They possess 
distinctive properties that permit a bewildering 
array of uses in almost every field of human activity. 
There are also varieties of Dow plastic materials for 
coatings, finishes and other purposes in the elec- 
trical, textile and many other industries. 


These plastic products do more than supplant other 
materials, They are veritable points of departure 
that lead to fresh fields. When normal conditions 
return, self-reliant industry, expanding on its owa 
resources, will develop and apply them for the 
greater well-being of all America. 
















ETHOCEL - STYRON - SARAN 
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Ieee COMPLETE SET 
— OF BLUE PRINTS 


Thove Buying War Bounds Joday | 
Will be Buying Shingles Tomorrow 


Be prepared for Post-War building ...aset of these 
blueprints of correct shingle application should be 
in your files for ready reference. 

Fill in the coupon below for your set of the above 
blueprints, together with your copy of the Certi- 
grade Handbook of Red Cedar Shingles. Address: 


RED CEDAR SHINGLE BUREAU 


White Building, Seattle, Wash., U. S$. A., Canadian Office, Vancouver, B. C. 
























ee ee ee ——— 
1 RED CEDAR SHINGLE BUREAU, AB 10-43 § ERTIGRADE 
{ 5508 White Bldg., Seattle, Wash. 1 CER?" Cada g 
i Please send me, free, a complete set of Blueprints Ww Gte >— 
1 which show how Red Cedar Shingles are properly applied ! —yJ 

} on roofs and sidewalls. ; 

I r 19 Ture. OFS, 
1 Name i +t os a8 ose tion 
? 1 _ me ganct qnense 

' Address i 

i 1 

] i 


City State 
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9 '943, Youngstown Pressed Steel Div. Mullins Mfg. Corp 








— 

t / HEN the tremendous tide of home building begins to rise — 
it may be sooner and stronger than we think — foresighted 
building contractors and architects will have their plans well laid for 
meeting the needs of their market and for securing the necessary 
building materials. 


Youngstown Pressed Steel realizes the value of foresightedness 
from both the manufacturer's and the buyers’ standpoint and, through 
their YPS dealers, will be ready to supply the builder with modern, 
time-tested Youngstown Kitchens and Cabinet Sinks that make such 
complete, efficient, trudgery-free installations. 


While the entire production department of Youngstown Pressed 
Steel is completely occupied with war materials, the Post-War Plan- 
ning Committee is busy preparing for the responsibilities of peace — 
designing improvements for Youngstown Kitchens to be incorporated 
into the production schedule as rapidly as possible without delaying 


delivery. 
/ | 


YOUNGSTOWN PRESSED STEEL DIVISION 


MULLINS MANUFACTURING CORP. © WARREN, OHIO 


IT’S OUR WAR LET'S FIGHT IT NOW 
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HARDWARE for the 
“After the Victory” 


GAME ROOM 


Since gas rationing changed the traveling American 
into a “stay-at-home” many people are studying their 
homes — finding improvements to make, or thinking of 


how they will build their new homes, once the war is over, 


One of the rooms that will get careful consideration is 
the playroom. Here, home owners are inclined to give 
way to their originality. Pine paneling with built-in 
closets for games and sports equipment, benches with 
hinged tops to hold toys, cabinets for bar supplies, and 
other ingenious features will be developed by architects 
and home-planners. 

Whatever the hardware requirements of a post-war 
building are, STANLEY will be in a position to fill them. 
All of the resources which have made STANLEY the best 
known name in hardware will be directed to supplying 
the needs of home builders. 


Due to government restrictions on metals it is impos- 





sible to supply civilian needs in hardware at the present 
time. We are certain that you understand why the pres- 
ent shortage exists, and realize that when our big war 
job is done you will have all the STANLEY hardware you 
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3 Jumps Ahead 


FIREPROOF— Made from 
Gypsum rock that will not 
burn, Sheetrock walls and 
ceilings form a fire-seal 
that fights the spread of 
fire and protects the build- 
ing frameworkunderneath. 


TAKES ANY FORM OF DEC- 
ORATION—Any finish that 
is sprayed, brushed or past- 
ed on may. be successfully 
applied on Sheetrock: or it 
may be purchased already 
decorated—ready to apply. 


WELDED WALLS—Panel 
joints concealed and weld- 
ed together by Perf-A-Tape 

.. stronger than the panels 
of Sheetrock themselves. 


VERMIN-PROOF—Sheetrock 
is made from rock... it 
does not attract or sup- 
port vermin of any kind. 


WON'T WARP OR BUCKLE— 
Sheetrock is like a stone 
wall. It does not twist and 
pull out of shape with 
changes in temperature 
and humidity conditions. 


HEETROCK 


“Fire-Sealed” WALLS AND CEILINGS 


ONE... Walls and ceilings of Sheet- 
rock*, the fireproof wallboard, form a 
“fire-seal” that fights the spread of fire 
and protects the building framework. 


TWO ...The Pre-cast panels go up fast 
. . Save time and money—trim and 
decoration can go on immediately. 


THREE . . . Broadest choice of color, 
texture and treatment is possible— 
Sweeping, unbroken surfaces may be 
had—joints concealed and “welded” 
with Perf-A-Tape* “joint system” or 
made a part of the decoration with 
“Panel-wall” method. The ivory sur- 
face takes any form of decoration or 


UNITED STATES GYPSUM 


300 WEST ADAMS STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


This famous trademark identifies products of United States 
Gypsum Company—where for 40 years research has developed 


PRODUCTS e STEEL 


better, safer building materials 


INSULATION e ROOFING ¢ PAINT 


the panels may be purchased already 
finished in color or woodgrain effects. 
Established through twenty-five 
years of use, improved with an eye to 
the future . . . research and develop- 
ment have made Sheetrock lighter, 
stronger, and provided many edge- 
treatments, thicknesses, sizes and types 
adaptable to every modern use. 
Always stepping ahead... living up 
to the finest building traditions, pro- 
viding fire protection, adaptability and 
enduring beauty—Sheetrock stands 
alone today as the best known and 
most widely used gypsum wallboard 
in the world. 


*Trademarks Reg. U.S. Pa rit 


GYPSUM WALLBOARD « SHEATHING © LATH © PLASTER 


FIREPROOF GYPSUM 
The World’s most widely used 


Minera! for building Fire-Sealed 
Walls and Ceilings 





GYPSUM FIREPROOF ROOF DECK AND PARTITION TILE 
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Engineering in Lumber 
is progressively increasing 
the efficiency of wood as 
a structural material 
Modern wood products . sy 
are making important con- , 
tributions to better, more 


economical construction 














Teco Metal Timber connectors Modern structural glues make Glued wood laminated framing New processes for the treatment 
make it possible to join wood possible Glued Laminated Wood §memberscombine roof and side- of wood extend its service life, 

~ members; utilize 809% or more roof trusses, arches, plybeams ~—_waif in a unit, giving stronger, broaden its uses, and increase 
Of the working strength of wood. and other structural members, more wind-resistant buildings. its value in many fields. 
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Lumber 


produces the Laminated Wood Arch 
for vast post-free spans 





THE STRONG, graceful laminated wood arch is the outstanding feature in 
a high percentage of the currently built structures used by the Army and 
the Navy. But the origin of wood laminated structural members antedates 
both this war and the last. Such vast post free buildings as airplane 
hangars, drill halls, chapels are not war-time discoveries. In Europe, 
many years ago, engineers used wood laminated members to erect audi- 
toriums, railroad stations, small bridges, factories and other structures. 
In America, research in wood and the development of modern structural 
glues have combined to produce today’s strong, economical, efficient 
wood laminated structural members. 

Long before the war, the speedy erection of large structures of wood 
lamination made front page news. American companies were engineering 
and fabricating laminated wood arches, trusses, rafters and ply-beams 
which were used in service and commercial structures and in the erection 
of farm buildings. 

When construction for civilian use again becomes the business of the 
day, wood lamination, the Teco connector system of construction and 
other improvements in the use of wood products, resulting from continuous 
Engineering in Lumber will bring new opportunities to your business. 


YOUR 4-SQUARE DEALER IS HEADQUARTERS 
FOR ENGINEERED 4-SQUARE BUILDING SERVICES 


The 4-Square Home Building Service contains fifty designs of modern homes 
featuring convenience, comfort, and economy. The 4-Square Farm Building Service 
features farm buildings and equipment engineered for low cost, long life, and 
greater utility. Your 4-Square Lumber Dealer will be glad to cooperate with you 
in use of these services, as well as in providing modern Budget Payment Plans. 


WEYERHAEUSER SALES COMPANY 


FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING e SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 


ned for specific uses. 


Plyw S proving ‘ts versa ms : 
countless applications. * $ 
hapes and strengths can be pre- : 
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nwith Paine 


for flush type doors — the largest 


producer — with the greatest 
reputation for success behind it 


The flush type door is here—for all types of building 
construction. More modern, more practical, more 
economical than the installed cost of ordinary doors, 
flush design is sweeping the country. Best of all flush 
doors is the Paine Rezo, a patented, precision built 
door with a proven record of more than a million 
successful, trouble-free installations in all parts of the 
country—from coast to coast. 


You, too, will find greater satisfaction and make more 
money working with this progressive, economical line 
—made and guaranteed by a major wood-working 
factory geared to give you the service you need. 
Rezo doors are sold by leading dealers everywhere. 


Manuhactured by the PAINE LUMBER (0,4. Orbost Wis 








ESTABLISHED 1853 
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youttwaet SKILSAW 


| TO SPEED UP ALL THESE JOBS! 


METAL CUTTING 


* With Friction Blades, SKILSAW 
quickly cuts flat or corrugated met- 
als for roofs or siding . . . formed 
decorative bars for store fronts. . . 
stainless steel, brass, lead and iron. 
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Smart builders are planning vow for the 
day Peace comes and the rush for new homes is 
re on. They’re figuring just how SKILSAW will save 
hours and dollars on countless cutting jobs in 
: addition to the regular lumber sawing they’ve 
h - always preferred it for. They know that when 
. SKILSAW gives them extra’savings through extra 

use, they'll get more jobs at lower, more profit-. 
1 & able bids! 
Start learning now about all the different 


——" 
o- 
De 


: B operations you can speed up with SKILSAW. Ask 
8 for a demonstration of how fast SKILSAW cuts 
4 flat or corrugated metals... grooves and bevels 
> L ... Cuts stone, tile, concrete and Compositions. 


Phone your distributor today. 






SKILSAW, INC. : 
5031 Elston Ave., Chicago 30, Ill. 


Sales and Service Branches in All Principal Cities 






















Clean air is one of the greatest assets of any community, one of the first goals in com- 
munity planning. All-gas communities, such as the Daytona Village private housing 
project (inset above) or the Haddon, N. J., development, have no smoke soot, or 
residue problem. Both of these developments use JANITROL one hundred per cent. 


bw day that Hitler surrenders may be a 
long time before the end of the war, but 
indications are that building restrictions 
will be modified or relaxed long before 
Tokio surrenders. In this post-Hitler period, 
we believe you wil] want 


1. Good Furnaces—Furnaces you can recom- 
mend without hesitation. 


2. Fast Delivery—If you are to resume your 
rightful place in the building world you 
will have to enter the market quickly. 


The JANITROLS we will make in this 
period will be small, compact, efficient, 
fully automatic furnaces, beautiful in appear- 
ance. Introduced just prior to the war, they 


have features that most manufacturers are 
still only promising for their dream fur- 
naces after the war. With Amplifire burners 
and Multi-Thermex heat exchangers, they 
represent a marked advance in furnace en- 
gineering. 

In different sizes and types, thousands 
were installed—in big community projects 
—in private homes and apartments—in com- 
mercial establishments. In addition to con- 
ventional basement installations, they were 
installed in attics, in closets, in kitchens, in 
utility rooms, or were walled up out of 
sight in living rooms. With architects and 
builders Janitrol engineers worked out 
low-cost efficient installations to give more 





SURFACE COMBUSTION « Toledo 1, Ohio 
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Fully automatic, efficient, compact, styled tor installa- 
tions anywhere in your home and tested by three years 
of practical service, the new JANITROL winter air 
conditioner is the last word in proven heating comfort. 


house with better heating for less money. 


Now proven by three years of serv- 
ice, these various types of JANITROL 
furnaces, will be available in about 60 days 
from the time that materials are released. 
No furnace excelled JANITROL before the 
war, and nobody has had time to make ex- 
tensive field tests since. 


Everyone has ideas about miracle furnaces 
of the future (and we’ve got a few ourselves) 
but you can’t heat a house with ideas. For 
real furnaces see the JANITROL listings 
in Sweet's Catalog. 


Specify JANITROL for approved projects 
on which materials have been allotted. 


Offices and Engineering Service 


Also Makers of Industrial Furnaces and 
in Principal Cities 


Kathabar Humidity Control Systems 
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Ninth Edition ... 


1700 pages, 1000 illus., 1000 tables, 
25-page index, 4!/2 x 6!/2, flexible 


COVERS 


Excavating, Foundations, Reinforced Con- 
crete, Framing, Millwork, Lathing and Plas- 
tering, Painting and Decorating, Glass and 
Glazing, Structural Steel, Masonry, Sheet Met- 
al, Marble and Tile, Heating and Air Condi- 
tioning—and many other subjects. 


The Building Estimator’s Reference Book 


By Frank R. Walker 


The new Ninth Edition contains latest estimating 
and cost data on everything that goes into house con- 
struction, from foundation to the finishing coat of 
paint. It can be used in any locality, regardless of 
local prices or wage scales. American Builder “Tru- 
Cost” estimates can be used for accurate quantities and 
the new “Walker” for accurate material prices and 
labor costs. 


For 25 years this book has furnished contractors and 
estimators the most complete compilation of estimat- 
ing and cost data available. The new Silver Anni- 
versary Edition has been completely revised and im- 
proved throughout. Thousands of items that enter 
into the making of present-day construction estimates 
are arranged for ready reference. A cross-index en- 
ables the user to locate any item without delay. 


HELPS PREPARE BETTER ESTIMATES 


A copy of this new edition helps figuring and performing 
work at minimum costs. New methods of doing various 
kinds of work and new building materials that have come 
into the market during the past three years are fully de- 
scribed. With this book at hand there is no need for search- 
ing or guessing. The chance of overlooking any item in an 
estimate is reduced to the minimum. 


SEND FOR A COPY TODAY 
Send for a copy of the new Ninth Edition of THE 
BUILDING ESTIMATOR’S REFERENCE BOOK today. 
Take advantage of the opportunities it offers for increasing 
your profits through better estimates. Money back if not 








FILL OUT THIS GUARANTEED ORDER roam | 


satisfactory. 





American Builder and Building Age, 
30 Church Serect, New York, N.Y. 


Enclosed find $1@ for which send me a co 
tion of The Building Eetimatoc’s yyy 
Vest Pocket Estimator FREE. If I do not 


refund my $10 


Name.._...... 


a 


Cicy amd Srate 
A.B. 16-48 


the New Niath Ed- 
and a copy of The 
fiad the books entirely satis- 
fact 1 will return them within 4 days of receipe and you are to 


With Building Estimator’s Reference Book 
TheNewVestPocketEstimator Him —— 


This is one of the most popu- rstiMavoR 
lar little books contractors 7ii—_«,! 
have ever used. Contains 220 

pages of up-to-the-minute es- 

timating and cost data in con- 

densed tabular form. Fits in 

the vest pocket and can be in- 

stantly referred to on the job 

or in the office. 
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There'll be NO 


We don’t pretend to know how 
many of the new and revolu- 
tionary products and processes 
predicted for the building field 
will come to pass—but this we 
do know, there'll be no pre- 
fabricated basements. And base- 
ments will be an important asset 
to the American home, and you will have 
to build them. 


We believe you will want to build better 
basements in your postwar houses, base- 
ments that will be waterproofed—water- 
proofed with Medusa Waterproofed Gray 
Portland Cement. The use of this cement 
in all concrete, concrete building units 
and mortar, will assure a dry basement 














PRE-FABRICATED BASEMENTS 


for the life of the house. Medusa 
waterproofing lines the pores of 
the concrete or mortar with a 
waterproofing material that repels 
all water at the surface. The use 
of Medusa Waterproofed Concrete 
instead of ordinary concrete repre- 
sents only a small increase in the 
cost—an increase that is definitely less than 
the expense a home owner may be put to 
in repairing a leaky basement. 


Now is the time to plan for Medusa 
Waterproofed Basements in your postwar 
homes. The preliminary step in this plan- 
ning is to send now for your copy of the 
book “How to Waterproof Concrete, 
Stucco and Masonry.” 


MEDUSA PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY 


1002 Midland Building + Dept. F - Cleveland, Ohio 


Also made by Medusa Products Co. of Canada, Ltd., Paris, Ont. 


WATERPROOFED 
GRAY PORTLAND CEMENT 
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BUILDERS 
Where Wl You ke 
AFTER THE WAR? 


tie gee 








“Saved me thouszn?s of dollars.” 
“He'ped me stay in business.” 
“I need it. The indastry needs it.” 


That’s what builder members say 
about the NAHB Washington 
Letter that they receive each week. 
This letter is edited by Frank 
Cortright, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent. It is the eyes and ears of 
the home-building industry in 
Washington. It tells you of every 
development that concerns the 
building industry. It tells you 
about legislative changes. It ana- 
lyzes, clarifies and interprets gov- 
ernment directives. It tells you 
what to expect and what not to 
expect. It gives you valuable in- 
formation that otherwise might 
cost thousands of dollars to get. 
The National Association of 
Home Builders also is the mouth- 
piece of the home-building in- 
dustry in Washington. It sees 
that your views are expressed and 
that your needs are considered. 
You can get all of these valuable 
services—full membership in the 
National Association of Home 
Builders to the end of 1944, and 
weekly copies of the Association's 
Washington Letter for the next 
14 months—all for less than 72c 
a month. Think of it! Full mem- 
bership for 14 months for only 
$10.00!! You will find it the best 
$10.00 You ever spent. 


FRE 


Act now. Send the coupon today 
with your check. If you desire 


further information about the As- 
sociation, ask for the special Free 
Trial Offer. 


I bis 


advertisement pgomeenee by 
American Builder and 


3uilding Age 


SPECIAL 






















try is organized. There now 
is one big National Asso- 
ciation of Home Builders. It is the 
mouthpiece of the home-building 
industry in Washington. You 
must have what this organization 
offers you. And the National 
Association of Home Builders 
must have your support. 

Powerful, highly competitive 
interests are eying post-war build- 
ing. They would take over a large 
part of your business. You and 
our industry must do more than 
just keep pace with these inter- 
ests—we must keep ahead. This 


A T LONG LAST your indus- 


can be done only through a na- 
tional organization. 

The National Association of 
Home Builders is definitely com- 
mitted to combating public hous. 
ing by providing post-war Amer 
ica with the finest possible priv- 
ately built houses in all price 
classes at the lowest possibl« 
prices consistent with sound con- 
struction standards. 

And remember, this is mot a 
big-builder organization. It is an 
every-builder organization. And 
that means You. It is working 
for You and for Your interests— 
present and future. 


ARE YOU DOING YOUR PART ? 
National Association of Home Builders 


USE THIS COUPON NOW 


AB if 


OFFER! 





1737 K Street, 


CHECK [ 
ONE 


O 


Name 
Firm 
Street & No. 


City and State... 


National Association of Home Builders of the United States 


N. W., Washington, D. C. 


Please enroll my name as a Member of the National Association of 
Home Builders. 
Check enclosed ( ) Send invoice ( ) 

Payment of $10.00 entitles me to all membership privileges and weekly 
we « the Washington Letter for the balance of this year and all 
0 ‘ 


Without charge or obligation please send me the next four issues of 


your Washinaton Letter and full information about the Nationa! 
Association of Home Bullders 







The National Association of Home Builders 
is Helping You Stay in Business 
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"100 homes sold this week!” 


100 house contracts a week—for local 
builders—promises to be a typical re- 
port from key department stores all 
over the nation, once Victory is won. 


For the Homasote-pioneered cam- 
paign to sell Homasote Precision- 
Built Homes through the mass mer- 
chandising markets of the department 


stores has produced significant re- 
sults. 


The public response to the Homasote 
exhibits of quarter-scale models, al- 
ready held in 30 stores, has been 
amazing. More than 70 % of the peo- 
ple visiting these exhibits expressed 
their desire for a permanent post-war 
home. Thousands are placing their 
names on Homasote’s preferred list— 
joining Homasote’s Own-Your-Own 
Home Club. 


Through this constructive merchan- 
dising, Homasote is developing a tre- 
mendous and eager post-Victory mar- 
ket for local builders. 


Engineered housing 


For Homasote Homes not only assure 
Consistent profits to builders, but ev- 
ery Homasote Home they erect en- 
hances the builder's reputation for 
reliability and quality. 


wa seven years and at a research out- 
av to date of more than $300,000. 





Homasote Company has been apply- 
ing sound engineering principles to 
the problem of building a home. 
Homasote’s purpose: to help the 
builders who use Homasote Building 
and Insulating Board (and the dealers 
who distribute it) sell more and bet- 
ter houses, with assured profits. 


Result of this thorough study is Homa- 
sote Precision-Built Construction—a 
system which: 


(1) enablesthe local builder toachieve 
for himself all the engineering econo- 
mies of prefabrication; 


(2) produces a machine-perfect house 
at lower initial and operating costs; 
(one benefit of decentralized prefabri- 
cation is lower transportation ex- 
pense); 


(3) is based on the use of Homasote 
Board—oldest and strongest building 
and insulating board on the market— 








and other standard materials readily; 
available in the local area; 


(4) eliminates guesswork and the 
profit hazards of inexact estimating: 


(5) is adaptable to any style, any size 
of house. 


$36,000,000 experience 


The soundness of Hamasote Preci- 
sion-Built Construction has been 
proved in $6,000,000 worth of pre- 
war, private homes erected by inde- 
pendent builders all over the country 
—and in $30,000,000 worth of gov- 
ernment war housing. 


To the foresighted independent 
builder, Homasote Precision-Built 
Construction is the key to new post- 
emergency markets: low-cost housing 
projects constructed at a profit, large 
realty developments, machine-perfect 
homes in all price classes. 


For more details, write HOMASOTE COMPANY, Trenton, New Jersey 





HOMASOTE 














.... With ANDERSEN 
COMPLETE (i) WINDOW UNITS 


Window walls in the 194X home will bring the 
beauty of the outdoors to the comfort of the in- 
doors. Arranged in groups, these window-walls 
will frame for a lifetime the sun-drenched beauties 
of the outdoors. This wider use of wider windows 
will impose greater responsibilities upon the ca- 
pacity of windows to act as a transparent barrier 
against the weather, protecting inside comfort 
while opening up new vistas. Here, then, is the 
function of windows in the 194X home—to be- 


Wndersen 


BAYPORT « 


come an integral operating part of the entire struc- 
ture, adaptable to any architectural design. 

While designs may change... while innovations 
may develop . . . builders and architects alike may 
rely upon the unchanging quality and precision- 
built excellence of Andersen Complete Wood Win- 
dow Units to meet the exacting requirements of 
the 194X home. Sold, as alw. ys, through regularly 
established millwork chann \s. For details, con- 
sult Sweet’s Architectural cat. log, or write: 


Corporation 


MINNESOTA 
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ONLY THE RICH CAN AFFORD POOR WINDOWS 
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Vision to sense the trends of to. 


morrow—revision of products to 






meet present needs—provision 






for service throughout the nation FF 






—of such things is U-S-G leader. 











ship made. 

Striving for perpetual improve. 
ment through 40 years of research 
and development drawing 


upon a past rich in construction 





experience—the United States 






Gypsum Company has a way of 
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creating building products that 
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UNITED STATES GYPSUM 


300 WEST ADAMS STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 








GYPSUM PRODUCTS e 





The World’s most widely used 
i 






This famous trademark identifies products of United States Gypsum Company 
—where for 40 years research has developed better, safer building materials. 
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Sheet metal suggestions for your 194X buildings 


Sheet metal is only one of the many 
materials you will specify for your 
194X buildings, but you will want 
to make sure that you use the right 
one for the right purpose. 

So consider these brief sugges- 


tions from ARMCO: 


PAINTGR!P: This is the original bonder- 
ized, galvanized sheet. Use wherever 
you want the protection of zinc and 
the beauty and extra protection of 
paint. No acid-etching or weathering. 
Paint clings firmly and is preserved 
much longer than on ordinary galva- 
nized or uncoated sheets—thanks to the 
neutral surface. Parntcrip will be 
~upplied with base of durable ARMco 
Ingot iron, copper-bearing steel or open 
hearth steel. Use for roof-drainage 


ind exposed air-ducts. 


GALVANIZED ARMCO INGOT IRON: 
The oldest and most widely used of 
the low-cost, durable ferrous metals. 
Its high refinement, uniformity, and 
high-quality zinc coat’ng assure ut- 
most durability and low cost per year 
of service. Has excellent ductility, 
which means easier and quicker form- 
ing and fidelity to detail. 


ARMCO STAINLESS STEELS: There are 
many grades of these popular alloy 
steels, the most frequently specified for 
building purposes being Armco 18-! 
(18% chromium, 8% nickel) and 
Armco 17 (17% chromium). Rust- 
less, ductile, and readily welded or 
soldered. The polished grades have 
been widely used for kitchen and 
dining-room equipment as well as for 


decorative work of all kinds. Also 








used for roof-drainage systems in 
better class residences and commercial 
buildings where long, trouble-free ser- 
vice is desirable. 

Like most manufacturers, 
(\RMCO’S entire production is going 
to the war effort. But we are learn- 
ing much~ about improving the 
older steels, even as we create steels 
with new properties. All this will 
benefit you and your clients of 
194X. Is there any specific infor- 
mation we can give you? The Amer- 
ican Rolling Mill Co., 1211 Curtis 
Street, Middletown, Ohio. 


other 





Would you like a copy of Armco’s 
Sheet Metal Specification Guide? 
Just write on your firm letterhead 
and we'll send one without charge. 


Pre ee 
ee 





~~ 
s 
(Se 
Ss” 


AL d 
\ 
*) 


wf 


Sy . 


WX. 


« 


7. 


Yy 
Learn about the Dexter Bit-Guide — the 
tool that gives streamlined, factory pro. 
duction method to Dexter-Tubular instal- 
lation. Simply clamp the Bit-Guide on 
the door — self-centering, no measuring 
— guides the boring straight and true. 
Ask your dealer for a demonstration and 
complete details. 


DEXTER 
TUBULAR 


LOCKS and LATCHES 


American Builder, October 1943 


. neither can a Philadelphia lawyer. There are no jokers in the Life 
Time Warranty that goes with every DEXTER-TUBULAR lock and latch. 
The Dexter-Tubular Life Time Warranty means exactly what it says— 
your guarantee of performance for the life of the installation in which it 
is used — simple, straight forward, honest, and to the point. 


Today, when there are so many substitutes for so many things, recommend 
and use Dexter-Tubulars — and available National Brass products — with 
the confidence that they are engineered and built to give enduring 
performance. For you, for your customers, this warranty is your absolute 
assurance. 


DEXTER-TUBULARS conform with WPB Regulations, including Hardware 
Order L- 236. You are invited to write for full details. Let us send you 
the “Commander Line" Catalog illustrating DEXTER-TUBULAR Locks and 
Latches, and Cabinet Hardware that conform with Federal regulations. 
Write today — no obligation. 


Manufactured by NATIONAL BRASS COMPANY 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
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Down Payment on Homes 


Reduced to 20% of Price 





Lumber Consumption|sUp 
Production at Half, Even, 
Gross LumberStocks Down 


Lumber production during the first 
six months of 1943 totaled 16,023,743,- 
1) board feet, according to estimates 
released by WPB’s Lumber and Lum- 
ber Products Division. 

This figure represents half the 1943 
lomestic production goal of 32 billion 
ward feet set by the Division last 
january, but it does not assure that fe- 
vised 1943 requirements will be met, 
officials stated. The year’s 
lumber consumption for military and 

ntial civilian needs is now esti- 

ted at about 36 billion board feet. 
a normal seasonal decrease 
in production is to be expected in the 
fourth quarter of the year. 

Estimated gross lumber stocks at 
sawmills totaled 3,879,040,000 board 
feet at the close of the second quarter 

1943 (June 30), a decrease of 21.7 
per cent since beginning of year. 


Division 


Moreov er, 





Copper Wire to Meet 
Minimum Repair Needs 





Retailers in business August 1, 1943, 
order up to $100 worth of wire 
in any calendar quarter, or up to one 
eighth of sales of copper wire in 1941, 

vhichever is greater. 
ler this order a retailer may sell 
wire that has been obtained 
CMP Regulation 9 to anyone, 
vithout regard to ratings (except 
\AA). However, he must fill orders 
upported by farmers’ certificates in 
nner provided in Priorities Reg- 
No. 19. Dealers’ inventory of 
opper wire is restricted generally to 
ty-day supply. The purpose of 
lation is to provide copper wire 
the minimum repair needs of 

eral public. 





rker in the woods industries 
lalify as a “necessary man” if 
is or would be engaged in war 
or in support of the war 
except for a seasonal or tem- 
interruption; (2) his removal 
iuse a serious loss of produc- 


lectiveness: and (3) he cannot 
‘Sat 
ed 





Recognizing some abatement in the 
acute pressure for housing in centers 
of war production for the country as a 
whole, the Office of Price Administra- 
tion recently amended the provisions 
of the Rent Regulation for Housing to 
permit bona fide purchases of housing 
accommodations with a down payment 
of 20 per cent of the purchase price in 
place of the previous 33 1/3 per cent 
required. 

Tenants continue to be protected 
under the requirement of a_ three 
months’ notice before eviction. 

Liberalization of the down payment 
requirement, set forth in Amendment 
7 to the Rent Regulation for Housing, 
is in line with settled OPA rent con- 
trol policy to relax provisions of the 
rent regulation affecting sales where 
the situation permits it. Previous re- 
laxations have permitted sales where 
equivalent housing accommodations are 
available to which a tenant can move 
without hardship, or where there is 
substantial necessity for the sale, or 
where special hardship would result 
without the sale. 

OPA stated that the 20 per cent pay- 
ment requirement is a trial measure. 
If OPA finds that the liberalized pro- 
cedure does not afford proper protec- 
tion to conform with the Rent Control 
Act, it will be necessary to go back 
to the original figure of 33 1/3 per 
cent. 


Farm-Owned Woodlands to 
Furnish Wood Products 


A program to increase sharply the 
production of forest products from 
farm-owned woodlands as part of the 
nationwide drive to meet wartime mili- 
tary and essential civilian needs for 
lumber has been announced by the War 
Food Administration. 

WEA officials stressed that it is nec- 
essary for farm woodlands to furnish 
a larger part of the total national re- 
quirements for wood products. Before 
the war, one third of the nation’s forest 
products came from the 139 million 
acres of commercial farm woodlands. 
It was pointed out that while the gen- 
eral aim of the program is to obtain 
greater production of farm forest prod- 
ucts to help meet so far as possible the 
critical need for all military and essen- 
tial civilian requirements for lumber, 
logs, pulpwood and other products, 
farmers themselves have a vital and 
special interest in the availability of 
lumber and its production 














War Industry Still Needs 
Housing; But Building Is 
Now Scheduled to Decline 


While almost 1,500,000 new war 
housing units have already been com- 
pleted or placed under construction, 
expanding employment needs in many 
key war industries will require a sub- 
stantial additional volume of housing 
to accommodate incoming workers 
during the next 10 months, according 
to John B. Blandford, Jr., Adminis- 
trator of the National Housing 
Agency. 

This survey indicates that additional 
war housing needs will be concentrated 
largely on the West Coast and in 
Southwestern and Southeastern areas, 
where new industrial facilities are be- 
ing brought into large-scale produc- 
tion or where existing plants are step 
ping up their operations. In other sec 
tions of the country, except at scat- 
tered points, the war housing already 
available or under way appears to be 
generally in balance with the present 
or prospective requirements of incom- 
ing war workers. 

The volume of construction activity 
in the United States declined virtually 
as scheduled during the month of June 
to $710,260,000, the War Production 
Board has announced. This was | pet 
cent below the May volume and a 43 
per cent drop from the $1,244,047 ,000 
total in the corresponding month of last 
year. 

July figures when available are ex- 
pected to show a 5 per cent decrease 
from the June level, and progressively 
sharper decreases are anticipated in 
subsequent months. The activity for 
the last half of the year is expected to 
be 33 per cent below the level of the 
half year just completed. 





Plumbing and Heating 
Equipment for Repairs 


Preference rating assigned for re- 
pair and replacement. of plumbing and 
heating equipment was raised to AA-5 
from A-10 by the War Production 
Board, Aug. 23, in an amendment to 
Order P-84. 

The revised order requires a certi- 
fication of need by the ultimate con- 
sumer for purchase of plumbing and 
heating equipment or parts costing 
over $5.00. Previous restrictions re- 
quired certification only when cost of 
equipment was $50.00 or more. Any 
person making sales of items costing 
less than $5.00 may use the AA-5 
rating to replace his stock. 
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PROBLEM: Fino THE MIRACLE 


IN THIS POSTWAR PICTURE 


~ miracle lies in the speed and economy with whi e 
HE le | the speed 1 , th which thes 

postwar homes will be built—by practical builders and contrac- 
tors just like you! ; 


The demands of war have taught builders many things about time 
and labor-saving methods. It has taught manufacturers of building 
materials a lot about improving their products, too. 


Take the two Gold Bond products shown here, for instance. Gold 
Bond Gypsum Sheathing has proved itself a thousand times over on 
big emergency government war jobs. It will be a “must” in many of 
the millions of homes which will be built after the war. 


Gold Bond Insulation Board is another of over 150 Gold Bond 
products for walls and ceilings which will play a leading part in the 
postwar building boom. Today it is doing its share of “war work” 
in housing soldiers and sailors both at home and abroad. 


Both of these improved Gold Bond products are available now for 
any wartime construction you're working on. For complete details 
see your Gold Bond Dealer. 


Plenty of Gold Bond Gypsum Boards Available! 


For emergency duration building and repair there are still plenty of Gold Bond 
Gypsum Building Boards available. These amazing Gold Bond wartime develop- 
ments build fire-resistant roof decks, exterior walls and interior partitions in a 
hurry. Gold Bond Roof Plank is fireproof and forms the base over which the 
roofing is applied. No waiting for material to dry. Gold Bond Exterior Board 
builds complete outside walls, sheathing and siding, in one operation. Solid 


Partition Panels for quickly erected permanent or demountable partitions in 


offices, plants, ete. 


SEE YOUR GOLD BOND DEALER 








NATIONAL GYPSUM COMPANY .. EXECUTIVE OFFICES, BUFFALO, N. Y. 
: 21 Plants from Canada to the Gulf . . . Sales offices in principal cities 



































GOLD BOND GYPSUM SHEATHING. These husky rock- 
like panels cost no more than ordinary sheathing. 
They build the exterior walls in less time and provide 
effective fire protection for wood framing. 
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GOLD BOND INSULATION BOARD. Converts ugly old 
interiors into “dream houses” like magic. Choice of 
large panels, tiles and planks in various surface fin- 
ishes and colors that require no further decoration. 
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The magic formula for post-war 


OME construction can easily become post-war 
America’s No. 1 producer of jobs. 

No boondoggling or made-work projects 
ire involved. No pump-priming or public funds are 
called for. 

The need for better homes and related structures 
lies all about us. This ninety-five billion dollar 
housing plant of America’s needs overhauling, re- 
building and vast additions. A million homes a 
vear for a decade after the war's end are needed 
ind are a definite possibility. 

But let us not delude ourselves. There is no 
automatic guarantee that this need will be fulfilled. 
The obstacles are many, and it is the tough job of 
individual enterprise to overcome them. This en- 
tire issue of American Builder is devoted to pro- 
posing definite action to permit private enterprise 
to function. 


Need liberal finance 


The two greatest threats to post-war building 
ire RESTRAINTS (both public and private) on 
the one hand and ULTRA-CONSERVATIVE 
NANCE on the other. They are strange bed- 
iellows, but they are deadly twins that can stifle 
the ingenuity, enterprise and job-creating vision 
of post-war builders. 

Long before the war's final end, government 
ontrols should be removed one by one to permit 
construction to absorb unemployment that is sure 
to develop. Stop order L-41 should be modified 
son to permit some types of building to proceed, 
ind when the end of the war is more clearly in 
ight, the ban on new homes should be removed. 

Federal controls and competition must not be 
arried over into the permanent peacetime econ- 
omy. The ingenuity, drive and skill of individual 

nterprise, if given a chance, will produce homes 
nd jobs in record breaking numbers. 

Other restraints on individual enterprise and in 
ventive progress must be removed. These include 
bsolete building codes, price fixing agreements, 
‘bor restrictions and racketeering. The anti-trust 
iws should be vigorously enforced. 

An unfettered building industry will make rapid 
echnological progress. The magic formula for a 
igorous post-war home program is individual en- 
‘erprise plus liberal finance. 

Che right kind of a post-war finance setup could 
lake a million homes a vear by private builders 





easily possible—homes for the very poor as well 
as the successful wage earner and well to do. 

Let us not make little plans. If the builders of 
this nation can obtain adequate long-term home 
financing at low interest rates so that they can 
make such terms available to home buyers, they 
will turn out a volume of houses that will astound 
the world. 


Trend of interest rates down 


The trend of interest rates in this country is in- 
evitably down. The spread between the present 
low cost of money and the 4% to 6% charged 
by home lending institutions is too great, especially 
when the home mortgage is guaranteed by a gov- 
ernment-backed insurance fund. 

The down payment on houses must be brought 
lower. England’s great pre-war home boom was 
largely due to the fact that small home buyers could 
get a house with only 5% down. 

When any system of finance becomes so inhibit 
ed by habit, by custom, or by vested interests that it 
materially interferes with the working of private 
enterprise for a vast industry, it must be changed 








It CAN happen. The European war can col- 
lapse almost overnight. Then post-war 
Planning will turn into post-war ACTION. 


Entire contents of this War-to-Peace issue 
are dedicated to post-war JOBS and HOMES 
by private enterprise. Permission is freely 
granted to building men to reprint or re- 
publish articles in the interest of the home 
building industry.—The Editors. 





72 


Building enterprise can be stifled by ultra-conservative 
finance, and the memory of builders vividly recalls the 
pre-FHA days when it was impossible to get a reasonable 
mortgage loan regardless of the soundness of the project. 

Builders want a vigorous, non-political, well managed 
FHA after the war. But they do not want it to be the 
only form of home finance. FHA needs competition 
from other types of private home finance to keep it on 
its toes. Competition in finance is desirable. 


Want FHA and Home Loan Banks 


In many ways throughout this issue American Builder 
has attempted to suggest action that needs to be taken 
to permit post-war private enterprise to solve the hous- 
ing problem. None is more important than the establish- 
ment of a permanent over-all housing agency charged with 
aiding private enterprise building, not competing with 
it. Such an agency should be set up by Congress, and 
its objectives clearly defined. Its head should be ap- 
pointed by the President and approved by Congress, which 
would make sure that he is a thorough believer in indi- 
vidual enterprise and private home ownership. 

American Builder proposes continuance and expansion 
of both the Federal Housing Administration and the 
Home Loan Bank System as vigorous parts of a perma- 
nent housing agency. They should both be charged with 
developing more flexible, liberal, long-term methods of 
financing private homes. The Federal Public Housing 
Authority, now devoted to public housing, should be 
transformed to an agency charged with developing broad 
programs to assist and co-ordinate private enterprise in 
rebuilding cities and, of equal importance, rehousing 
the rural slum dwellers. 

Homes for heroes will be a popular slogan after the 
war. No doubt there will be many ideas proposed to 
give returning service men special assistance in buying 
a home. There will also be proposals by public housers 
for vast subsidy raids on the treasury to rebuild whole 
cities or rural areas. Such proposals can best be met by 
a private enterprise program such as American Builder 
proposes. 

“As little government in building as possible” should 
be our slogan. 





YOU CAN PUT THIS ISSUE TO WORK 


This special War-To-Peace issue of American 
Builder climaxes a six-months’ campaign to estab- 
lish a private enterprise program for post-war 
home building. Copies are being sent to members 
of Congress, leading trade associations, govern- 
ment officials and business men as part of this mag- 
azine’s contribution to a better post-war home 
building industry. 


You can do your part by sending copies of edi- 
torials, articles and facts presented here to your 
local newspapers, congressmen and public offi- 
cials. Permission is freely granted for such reprint- 
ing and distribution and for use of this information 
in local campaigns in behalf of private enterprise 
home building in your community—-THE EDITORS. 











Finn 


- Lift WPB Stop Orders 


a 2 a bt GE 


Liberalize Local Financing 





























TEN POINT PROGRAM TO GIVE HOME 
BUILDING BACK TO PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 
AND ASSURE POST - WAR PROSPERITY 


Lift WPB stop orders at earliest possible moment so building 
can absorb unemployment. Non-critical materials should be 
removed from L-41 limitation at once. (See page 88.) 





Get federal government out of direct construction and own- 
ership of housing in competition with private enterprise. Any 
permanent Housing Agency after war to be charged with 
assisting private enterprise, not competing. Congress should 
state objectives, approve administrator. (See page 95.) 


Reduce building costs by allowing full use of technical prog- 
ress. Revise obsolete codes, enforce anti-trust and racketeer- 
ing laws, rid industry of price fixing and all other restraints 
on building progress regardless of politics. (See page 96.) 


Encourage liberal, long-term private home financing by 
banks, mortgage companies, loan associations. Broaden scope 
of Federal Home Loan Bank system; establish insurance if 
necessary to permit small town banks to make 90% lIoans. 


Organize local better homes committees to lead campaign for 
home ownership and city rebuilding by private enterprise. 
Builders to prepare house plans and subdivision layouts now, 
process them as far as possible, erect experimental homes. 


Set up city or county apprentice training courses for return- 
ing soldiers and ex-war workers who want construction jobs. 


Revitalize FHA, build up quality of personnel, streamline 
services, encourage advance planning and processing of 
home projects. (See page 92.) 


Make possible and encourage equity investments in low cost, 
garden type rental housing by private builders. Workable 
features of FHA Title VI should be included in finance plan 
to permit builders to sell houses on lease or contract basis, 
giving buyers 30 months to acquire down payment. 


Pass federal and state urban redevelopment bills to enable 
private enterprise to rebuild cities. (See page 102.) 


Reform local real estate tax systems by substituting ‘“‘Occu- 
Pancy Tax,” and spreading cost of community operation to 
other tax sources than real estate. (See page 110.) 
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He keystone of all post-war planning is to provide 

jobs for returning soldiers and for former war work- 

ers. The gigantic private building industry is a 
major factor in our national economy in providing post- 
war jobs. 

Private building is generally acknowledged to have 
revived our drooping national economy in the post-war 
depression of the early 20's, and to have put business 
back on its feet. When building prospers the nation 
prospers, for well over four million jobs are directly de- 
pendent on building in a normal, average year. Anothet 
million persons are partially dependent on construction 
activity for their livelihood. These jobs extend over 
many different industries and reach into every city, 
town and hamlet. 

With post-war volume raised to a million homes a 
year, the private building industry readily can provide 
more than six million jobs, thereby becoming the major 
key to post-war employment by private enterprise. 
Private building can absorb thousands upon thousands 
of returning soldiers and former war workers, and thus 
can cushion the shock of readjustment to peacetime 
operation. 

According to Herman B. Byer, Chief of the Division 
of Construction and Public Employment, U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, peak employment of construction 
workers in September 1941 (a year in which 715,000 
new dwellings were erected) was estimated at 2,727,000. 
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SPECIAL TRADE CONTRACTORS‘ 


No. Estab- No. Em 
lishments ployed 
798 Air Conditioning 6,754 
30,044 Carpentering . 31,282 
4,464 Concreting ‘ ‘ 5 
15.915 Electrical , 
405 Excavating and Foundation. 
1,852 Excavating and Grading. 
Flooring .. 
Heating, Piping ‘and - 
Plumbing .. 
Insdlation . 
lathing 
Plastering 
Plastering and Lathing. 
Ornamental tron 
Painting 
Painting, Paperhanging and pn 
Roofing . 
Roofing and Sheet Metal. 
Sheet Metal 
Masonry ee ° ovdeees 
2, 149 Tile and Mantle... scsecee Wal 362 
419 Weather Stripping ... ; :taneae. ae 
1,040 Glass and Glozing. oan . , 3,142 


176,187° 452,413° 


*Minor and miscellaneous classifications included in this totel 
not shown in table. 


lhe materials and equipment put in place by these con- 
struction workers provided “behind the line” employ- 
ment, in mines, factories, —— and adminis- 
tration, of approximately 4,100,000. 

Central figure in the complicated assembly of thou- 
sat.ds of items that go into construction of a house 1s 
the contractor-builder. He makes the actual purchases 
of materials from many different sources and sees that 
they are assembled into a completed, livable unit. Estt- 
mates as to the total number of contractors and builders 

vary according to definition, and according to condi- 
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Greatest Potential Producer of Post-War Employment: Private Building Can 


Provide from Four to Six Million Jobs. Its Far-Reaching Activity Extends to 
Many Industries and to the Grass Roots of Every City, Town and Hamlet 


LAND RESIDENTIAL BUILDERS FINANCIAL 


No. Estab No. Em- 
120,000, including Real Estate Brok- AND 


lishments' ployed’ 
ers, Agents and land Development 5,000 Active Savings and Loa 


Firms. Associations .. ‘a 


Owners of Land. GENERAL CONTRACTORS’ 1,500 Mortgage Bonkers .... 


400 Life Insurance Companies 


100,000 6,900 


Individual Investors 


UTILITIES ARCHITECTURAL’ LEGAL MISCELLANEOUS 


Water Compenies 19,899 Architects Title Examiners Fire Insurance Agencies 
Gas Companies 100,925 Designers and Draftsmen Title Insurance Workers’ Compensation 
Electric Companies —_———- County Recorders City Building Inspectors 
Telephone Componies 120,824 Salesmen 

Surveyors 

Street Builders 

Transportation 


DISTRIBUTION‘ MANUFACTURERS' 
No. Estab- RETAIL No. Em- No. Estab- No. Em- 


: lishments ° ployed 
lishments ployed 

: 800 Brick & Tile , ..+ 32,962 

25,067 Lumber & Building Materia! 2,200 Cement, Concrete Products. 50,656 

29.147 H oe Ste egies yay | 199 Construction Machinery eye 

2 & = STS eres > Soe , 205 Doors, Windows, Sosh 10,428 

BUILDING MEN 4,262 - ~ “pee Equipment — ,138 Fabricated Steel 44,800 

eclers .. , e 


68 Gypsum Products 5,863 
8,480 Paint, Glass, Wallpaper Stores. 15,642 434 Merdware 43,453 


1,858 Electrical Supply Stores : 3,952 138 Heating, Cooking Apporatus 3,927 

Construction Foremen - 19,902 Furniture ...... sees -» +. 104,151 568 Lighting Fixtures 25,686 
Masons, Tile Setters & Stone Cutters. 12,012 Other Home Furnishing Stores. 35.192 lime . 10,917 
Painters (Construction) Paperhangers 20,915 Household Appliance—Radio Linoleum, Floor, Woll Tile. 14,735 
& Glaziers — er Deolers . 74,292 Mineral Wool 2,297 
osterers & Cement Finishers... ° Oil Burners 2,723 
umbers, Gas & Steam Fitters \s 121,643 440,196 Paints, Varnishes, Lacquers 38,154 

! 


oofers & Sheet Metal Workers 103,715 VAs Partitions, Shelvin 7,841 
Structural & Ornamental Metal 2 WHOLESALE Plywood Mills . 10,597 
Workers ae 7,769 : : : Roofing, Asphalt 10,174 
orers (Construction) 435,808 eee say Supplies . : 7 ase Y Sawmills, Logging Comps. 311,736 
Electricians a i i acct Sas 197,080 : hember & sAiliwerk 2.384 Sewer Pipe 7,051 
Proprietors, Managers & Officials Millwork nae 4.186 : Sheet Metal Work 24,740 
Construction) - 113,898 Brick, Tile & Terra Cotta ‘ ‘714 Steam H. W. Htg. Apparatus 10,024 
| Engineers & Surveyors........ 93,424 Coment Lime & Plaster 900 Stoves, Furnaces, Stokers 55,911 
Electrical Engineers 53,103 Glass of sepsrends 3.451 Vitreous Sanitary Products. 46,124 
Mechanical Engineers 82,255 Plumbing & Heating 10.243 Wallboard, Plaster 7,734 
Engineers, Cranemen & Hoistmen 60,886 Heating is a 2 648 Wallpaper 4,885 
ee an Plumbing Fixtures, Equipment & Screens, Weatherstrip 3,616 
2,529,285 Supplies higay? we. Le Shades, Venetion Blinds 10,802 
Construction Machinery 1,602 Wiring Devices, Supplies 17,960 

Wood Preserving 12,623 

48,309 Woodworking Mchy., Sows. 10,023 


866,731 


c 


2,413° 


RAW MATERIALS 
MINES TRANSPORTATION POWER 


is total 


eco A | Che number expands in prosperity and shrinks 

nploy- : tack depression or war. lhe 100,000 figure used in 

minit ie accompanying chart is a middle-of-the-road estimate 

(0 the total number of contractors and builders. 

thou- viously no mere handful of men can “control” buy- 

ing in the gigantic building industry, for there are in 

‘is country 16,553 communities, in which reside more 

oY per cent of our population; while 37,902,896 

reside in unincorporated communities. Each 

nity is served by various interests which com- 
(Continued to page 124 
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SAMUEL O. DUNN 


URING the last war there was no comprehensive 

planning by business for the post-war period. There 

is such planning by business now under: the lead- 
ership of national organizations, especially the Com- 
mittee for Economic Development. There are two 
important reasons for the difference. First, there were 
no government policies or plans during the last war 
that threatened private enterprise. Now there are such 
policies and plans. Second, the domestic economy ts 
being much more disorganized by this war, because 
expenditures, production and employment for war pur- 
poses, and the military forces being raised, are vastly 
larger. Therefore, in the absence of adequate prepara- 
tion, the transition of business and employment to a 
peace basis might be more difficult and dangerous. 


The policies of government will be of vital impor- 
They can undermine or destroy private enter- 
Or they can help enable private enterprise to 
cause much more construction, a far larger production 
and distribution of goods, and much more employment, 
than we have ever had in time of peace. 


tance 
prise 


“Venture Capital” Important 


Government plans and policies to compete with and 
estrict private enterprise should be exposed and _ re- 
sisted. But they should not be made by business an 
excuse for not adopting and trying boldly to carry out 
sound plans and policies of its own. If private enter- 
prise is to succeed and prosper, it must, in seeking 
profits, take risks of losses. Private enterprise is based 
on “venture” capital. It is its very nature to take risks 
in seeking profits. Government should not increase the 
risks or limit the profits. But neither should govern- 
ment be asked or expected to aid any enterprise with 
subsidies or to protect any enterprise from losses due 
to mistakes In investment or poor management. 


lhe threats to private enterprise from 


rovernment 








How to Create Jobs and 


Profits are the source of investment that 

creates production and employment. Pri- 

vate enterprise must maintain a large 

volume at a fair profit. It must expose 

and resist labor or business monopolies 

as well as government policies that re- 
strict or compete. 


include, first, that of government “investment” 1 
competition with it. The more government post-war 
spending there is, the more private industries govern- 
ment will compete with, the more severe its competition 
will be, and the less profitable private enterprise will 
be. Second, there is the threat of heavy and unfair 
taxation. Owing to the huge national debt, taxes will 
be heavy, anyway. The more government spending 
there is, the heavier taxes will be; and the heavier they 
are, the more unfair and detrimental they will be. For 
the way taxes are levied is determined by political 
pressure ; and political pressure causes them to be made 
relatively the highest on real estate, on business and on 
large incomes derived from business. Prosperity and 
adequate employment require constant large investment! 
of private capital. Private capital available for invest 
ment is derived principally from the profits of business 
and savings from large individual incomes. Therefore. 
the more of the profits of business, and the more of 
larger incomes, are taken by taxes, the less private 
capital there is available for the investment required 
for adequate production and employment. Third, there 
is the threat of government backing of labor union 
monopoly practices tending to cause labor costs, and. 
consequently, prices, to be excessive and inflexible in 
numerous industries. It is essential to maximum pro- 
duction and employment that each industry and its 
emplovees shall be able freely to exchange with other 
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can and should produce. If, 


udustries and their employees all the goods that they 
because of monopoly 
practices of either business or labor, wages and prices 
in some industries are made higher and more inflexible 
than in other industries, there cannot be free exchange 
i all the goods that can be produced; and no industry 
can give employment by producing goods that it cannot 


market 


Such government threats to private enterprise must 
be eliminated to make possible maximum production 
indemployment. They can be eliminated by the federal, 
state and local governments (1) being confined in their 
spending to real public works that are needed and useful, 
nd (2) removing during the transition from peace to 
war all government controls not necessary to prevent 
inflation during the transition, or to restore competition. 
\nd the restoration of competition will require control 
»t suppression of monopoly practices of labor unions 
as well as of business. For the prices at which services 
1 products can be sold at a profit depend principally 
on the labor costs incurred in providing them. 


Probably it will require a great political struggle to 
ave private enterprise from the attacks threatened by 
government, If so, every believer in private enterprise 
ild engage energetically in the struggle. For when 

$ att tacks business, politics becomes a vitally im- 
tant part of the a of every person engaged in 
or employed by i 

€ people are maa huge 
dl ernment bonds. 


savings in banks 
Probably immediately follow- 
war there will be a grand rush to buy “con- 
goods and “consumers’ durable goods.” 
latter, of course, include housing and the materials, 
ent and furnishings for it. No doubt, while 
ints are being converted from production for 
demand for many kinds of consumers’ durable 
automobiles, for example—will exceed the sup 
Ss was true immediately following the last war 
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By Samuel 0. Dunn 
Publisher. American Builder 


wages and 
1921 by a 


(he result was inflationary advances in 
prices, which were promptly followed in 
violent decline of prices and business. 
Undoubtedly there will begin immediately after the 
war a large increase in home building. The home 
building industry apparently will have the first oppor- 
tunity of any large industry to benefit by the huge 
savings the people are accumulating. The home build- 
ing industry, nationally and locally, if it is wise, will 
try to take full advantage of this opportunity by avoid- 
ing any changes in prices not necessary to enable it to 
make reasonable profits. For large increases in its 
prices and profits would immediately cause demands 
tor advances in wages that probably could not be re- 
sisted. Then the industry might find that the increases 


(Continued to page 153 
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AS publisher of American ae 
Builder and chairman of — ’ P 
the Board of Simmons. == J 
Boardman Publishing 

Corp., publishers of Rail. 

way Age. Marine Engi- 

neering and other well = 4 
known business publica. ps > 
tions, Samuel O. Dunn is ; * 
well qualified to speak on 

the future of private enter. 

prise. A lifelong student 

of economics, he is a forthright advocate 
of individual enterprise as a creator of 
jobs and wealth. “How to Preserve Private 
Enterprise,” a 12-page booklet he has writ 
ten, will be sent to readers of American 
Builder on request. 
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THEY want a home of their own. 


HE United States already has the greatest housing 
shortage in history and with each passing month the 
deferred need becomes greater. Studies place the post- 
war housing need all the way from one million to two 
million units a year. One of the most authoritative, a new 
report by the 20th Century Fund to be released shortly, 
states that one million a year for a decade could be used. 

This country has always, however, needed more houses 
than it could build and there is a great difference between 
a Statistically impressive need and actual performance. 

The really favorable factors that will turn the statis- 
tical shortage into a sustained market of a million homes 
a year, are the following: 

1. Accumulated savings, plus greatly increased pur- 
chasing power will coincide with an acute shortage. 

2. Post-war homes will be vastly more attractive, 
equipped with numerous eye-catching devices to attract 
buyers. 

3. Because construction costs have not risen, while 
purchasing power of great masses of people has increased, 
the market for new homes will be greatly expanded. 

4. Liberal long-term home financing and lower interest 
rates will bring the purchase of homes within the reach 
of millions not now served. This tendency was just 
beginning to “take hold” in 1941—the pre war peak, 
when 715,000 dwellings were built. 

5. Billions of dollars held by financial institutions will 
seek an outlet in private residential construction due to 
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Returning Heroes yu 


U.S. home building need great- 


est in history. Studies show mil- 
lion homes a year for 10-year 


period after war a definite pos- 
sibility, but they must be of right 
kind and in the right places. 


low interest rates prevailing elsewhere. It is generally 
conceded that interest rates will remain low because 0! 
the federal government’s desire to keep interest on the 
huge government debt at a minimum. 

6. Since real estate taxes and interest payments can be 
jointly deducted by home owners from their high income 
tax, there will be increased incentive for home purchase 
and ownership. 

7. Although post-war changes are expected to be evol- 
utionary rather than revolutionary, it is expected that 
technological progress, new products and equipment an¢ 
keen competition among producers of building materials 
will enable the post-war builder to give the buyer moré 
house for the money than he has ever had before. 

8. Record-breaking numbers of people are now reach- 
ing the ages of 25 to 44; the marriage rate is up, and 
soldiers returning from the war will be demanding bette! 
housing—all important factors. 





9. Population movement, the growth of new com 
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munities created by the war and the development of 
superhighways and air transportation will create new 
home building requirements. 

All of the above factors will be at work in the post- 
war period, providing (a) private initiative and enter- 
ay is not stifled by government controls or competition 
and (b) financing terms for, private homes are set in 

iberal enough fashion, with low down payments and 
interest rates. 

A vast housing need accumulated during the depression 
years which was just beginning to be translated into a 
vigorous building volume in 1941. In that year private 
enterprise builders erected and sold 619,260 units. Pub- 
licly financed units were 95,740, or a total of 715,000. 
More than 89% of the dwellings built were of one or two 
tamily type. 

It is estimated by building experts that if the war had 
not intervened, more than a million homes would have 
been built in 1943. As it is, the present war housing pro- 
gram falls far below providing space for the normal 
increase in families in this country, not taking into ac- 
count depreciation and obsolescence. 

Recent census figures indicate that from 1930 to 1940 
the number of non-farm families increased by approxi- 
mately 4% million. Yet the number of new non-farm 
dwellings constructed was only 234 million. We entered 
the war with a vast housing deficit which is now being 
aggravated by a sharply increased marriage rate. In 1942 
the marriage rate was 13.4 per thousand compared with 
only 7.9 during the depression. Marriages, new fam- 
ilies and new babies are a potent source of home demand. 

While there is much talk of vast city housing projects 
in the post-war period, curiously enough the census fig- 
ures show that the worst housing conditions and the 

vorst Over-crowding exists in rural areas. In a number 


of the southern states the per cent of houses where seri 
ous over-crowding exists amounted to more than 25% 
of all dwellings. In the urban north, on the other hand, 
the number of houses in which over-crowding exists 
varied from 3.1 to 3.8 per cent. 

There will be a notable tendency in the post-war period 
for still further decentralization of cities and a heightened 
movement of population to the suburbs and to the outly- 
ing rural areas. Thus the greatest new home building 
market will exist in the smaller communities surrounding 
the cities and in outlying rural areas reached by good high- 
ways, and later on by air travel. This movement had 
already reached large proportions prior to the war. The 


(Continued to page 140) 
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| New U.S. Housing Census | 
| Figures Show Very Little 
| Over- Crowding in Big City 

| Dwellings 
(Each Bar Shows Per Cent 
| of Total Dwellings in Stated | 


ae .... E.N.Central States 4.2 % | Area in which Over-Cromding | 
Exists) | 


Be Urban W.N Central States 6.5% aa 


Rural South Atlantic States 21 | 
<< ttstst«d 


1940 housing census revealed fact that overcrowding of homes is 
extremely great in the South, particularly in rural areas. Very little 
serious over-crowding was shown existing in the cities of the North. 


Urban New England 3.1% 


Urban Middle Atlantic States 3.8% 
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HOME BUILDING more than doubled in the first year after World War I. Since 1929 volume has not kept pace with normal population 


needs although there was a steady rise to the 1941 pre-war peak of 715,000 units: 89% that year were 1l- and 2-family homes. 
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What a Million Homes a Year Will Mean 


1. Every dollar spent on home building creates 


one hour of work. 


2. 52.9% of every dollar spent on home building 
goes for materials and equipment. 


3. A million homes means a $4 billion market. 


4. Four billion man hours of work would be cre- 
ated, or full time jobs for 2 million men a year. 


5. Expenditures for home building materials and 
equipment would amount to $2,116,000,000. 


the top job-creating, wealth-creating industries of the 

country if a million homes a year were built. The 
closest the country came to that record was in 1925, with 
937,000 units. In 1941, 715,000 units were built. 

Recent significant studies by the Construction Division 
of the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics throw new light 
on the labor and material requirements that go into home 
building. The results of the studies are summa- 
rized in the table below for 1,000 houses built under prices 
and conditions prevailing in 1941. . 

These bear out other studies to the effect that every 
dollar spent for home building creates one hour of work. 
(The exact B.L.S. figure is 57 minutes. ) 

On the basis of a $4 billion home market, this would 
mean four billion man-hours of work annually. Figuring 
a full year’s work of 40 hours a week, 50 weeks a year, 
(2,000 hours) this would indicate employment for two 
million men a year. 

The average unit cost of the 715,000 dwellings built 
in 1941 was $3,980. It is assumed that the post-war mar- 
ket will start at about the same average figure, so that 
a million homes would create a $4 billion market. 


Te: home building industry would take a place among 


The B.L.S. survey shows that 52.9 per cent of the 
construction cost of the average dwelling goes to materia! 
and equipment. Applying this to the $4 billion post-war 
home market, we arrive at a total of $2,116,000,000 for 
materials and equipment. 

Another significant fact revealed by the B.L.S. sur- 
vey is that for every hour of labor spent at the construc- 
tion site, 1!4 hours are required in mills, factories, mines 
and transportation to produce the products used. 

The benefits of home construction spread far and wide 
through the very roots of American industry. Contrary 
to common opinion, home building achieves its greatest 
volume in small towns and rural areas. It is in these 
areas where the greatest post-war home market is expected 
to flourish. As the table, “Where America Lives,” below 
shows, 17,751,900 people, or 131% per cent of the total. 
live in rural areas not on farms nor in towns. Another 
9,342,600, or 7.1 per cent, live in 13,288 places of less 
than 2,500 population. Home building is not only carried 
on through these many thousands of communities but is 
scattered over hundreds of thousands of sites in these 
communities. This is a paramount reason why ‘“mas- 
production” has failed to apply to this industry 




















LABOR AND MATERIAL REQUIRED FOR 1,000 HOMES 
HOW HOME BUILDING 
DOLLAR Is SPENT 
Total number of site man-hours 1,700,000 
Skilled occupations... 935,000 55.0% FOR EVERY HOUR of labor at the 
Semi-skilled occupations. 238,000 14.0% building site, 1’ hours are spent in 
Unskilled occupations 527,000 31.0% 
factory. mines, and transportation. 
Labor expenditures .$1,427,000 31.7% 
Material orders. . . 2,380,000 52.9° 
¥ FOR EACH dollar spent on home 
Other expenses and profit... 693,000 15.4% 
construction, 1 hour of labor is creat- 
Man-hours required in factories, mines, and for- ed as follows: 
ests, and in administration and transportation 2,550,000 
Labor at site (40%)......24 minutes 
a. Labor off site (60%). 36 minutes 
FIGURES based on a study by the construction division of the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics; dwelling units in the $4500 range built under 1941 conditions 
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in Jobs and Building Material Sales 
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OMPRRBNPPTTY 1 LLLNLANNNAOUA ANAL A100 1 2PPTTY UHUYYOATOAT USANA PELL LAM WY OMNYOVTPNEE ACOSO UUM AAA DASRNELEHY A) A 1") TYOVPYENUYeCOMSSUAMD A 
A MILLION HOMES A YEAR IN TERMS OF MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 
Steel & Wrought Iron.... ..1,900,000,000 Ibs. Cast Iron Furnaces for Gravity System 213,000 
See ee ree ner irre eee ..1,880,000,000 Ibs. Steel Furnaces for Forced Circulation 190,000 
Ns Sy cee tang ead te wae talk be 142,000,000 lbs. Pipeless Furnaces.......... 7.000 
Se eS eee AMR eee fue Cee Sma 77.000.000 Ibs. Floor Furnaces, gas-fired... 432,000 
Lead . 86,000,000 lbs. Space Heaters, gas-fired... 196,000 
es Shs otro cata Seek tae ven so aas ei 1,700,000 lbs. Space Heaters, oil-fired...... 4,000 
Exterior Door Lock Sets........ eal 2,000,000 Coal or Wood Burning Stoves......... 22,000 
Interior Door Lock or Latch Sets....... 10,984,000 Oil Burners (complete with control de- 

Mtesios Door Bulls............0.0005. 6,000,000 vices and storage tank)............. 131,000 
Interior Door Butts. . cesccccs are Gas Burners (complete with controls)... 164,000 
a ace Set ti 12,984,000 I, WN io vesintdnwseeecvsen billions of bd. fi. 
Sash Fasteners (wood DH sash)..... 14,640,000 Sheathing, Boards, Sub-flooring....... billions of bd. ft. 
Sash Lifts (wood DH sash)............ 29,280,000 Roofing Materials ............ .. 11,000,000 sqs. 
Closet Clothes-hooks....... MATOS AS 18,000,000 oo ay wis ads bare adie wie 120,000,000 bd. ft. 
Wall Switches with Plates............ 12,000,000 Wallboard, Gypsum, Insulating Board.. millions of sq. ft. 
Convenience Receptacles with Plates.. 14,000,000 Portland Cement.......... millions of bbls. 
Service Inlets with Meter-board...... 1,000,000 Exterior Doors... 2,000,000 
Ceiling or Wall Fixtures.............. 9,000,000 Interior Doors... 11,000,000 
Exterior Entrance Door Fixtures... 2,000,000 Insulation ........... millions of sq. ft. 
Box Cover with Bulb Sockets..... 3,000,000 Medicine Cabinets... 1,000,000 
Gas-fired, Side-arm Water Heaters. . 350,000 Kitchen Cabinets...... 1,000,000 
Gas-fired, Burner under Tank... 468,000 Paint & Varnish......... Te millions of gals. 
Oil-fired Water Heaters...... 6,000 Fireplace Mantels & Equipment 623,000 
Coal-fired Water Heaters. . 54,000 Bathtubs 1,000,000 
Electric Water Heaters..... 27,000 Closets .... 1,200,000 
Furnace Coil Water Heaters...... 14,000 Lavatories ...... ; 1,200,000 
Water Heaters (instantaneous type). . 81,000 Garage Door Sets... 800,000 
Steel Boilers......... 98,000 Refrigerators ..... 1,000,000 
Cast Iron Boilers... 111,000 Ventilating Fans.. thousands 
Cisculation Pumgps...............5. 48,000 SENS ree . millions of sq. ft. 
Stee] Furnaces for Gravity System..... 22,000 Electrical Equipment. millions of items 
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66 % oF New U.S.HOMES WERE BUILT IN 
SMALL TOWNS AND RURAL AREAS IN 194}. 








WHERE AMERICA LIVES 
No. of % of Total 
Places Population Population 

Farm population...... 30,151,076 22.9 
Rural population not 

fe 17,751,820 13.5 
Rural population in 

Places of less than 

NS cada tans No 13,288 9,342,677 7.1 
Places of 2,500 to 

sR 2.387 11,707,805 8.9 
Places of 10,000 to 

eee 878 17,383,991 13.2 
Places of 50,000 to 

ETT 107 7,343,917 5.6 
Places of 100,000 to 

a 78 15,620,164 11.9 
Places of 500,000 and 

Ms decean ny 14 22,367,825 16.9 

131,669,275 








HOME construction is normally scattered across the width and breadth of 
the land in thousands of small towns and rural communities. Chart at 
right shows high percentage of homes built in 1941 were in rural areas 
and small towns. Table above. “Where America Lives” shows that 66% 





ef the population live in small towns or rural area. 


How 715,000 New DWELLINGS WERE 
DISTRIBUTED By SIZE OF CITIES 










B-Cities 
92,600-13% % 







C-CiTiES 
42,300 -6% 






D-TOwNs 
122, 400-{7% 


E- TOWNS 
78,600- 11% 


A-Cities-500,000 and Over 
B-Cities -100,000 to 500,000 
C-Cities-50,000 to 100,000 


Source :- Bureau of Labor Statistic 
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E-Towns 2,500 to 10,000 
Rural, Non-Farm Areas 
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[LL the private building indus 

try be able to survive the war 

and be in a position to deliver 
the homes so badly needed? 

Will builders be able to pull 
through the current drought of 
building to carry on an immense 
post-war job? 

Yes—war is just another pause on 
the way to a better housed America. 
These men say they are only await- 
ing the starting gun to build the best 
houses they have ever offered. 

Plans that were consumer-proven 
just before war restrictions were 
clamped down have been brought up 
to date; sites are available in most 
communities, some already paid for 
by home owners ; wartime experience 
in better methods for labor saving 
and cost cutting has been perfected 
lor peacetime use; factory produc- 
tion and research promise a vast flow 
of new and improved products com- 
peting for markets. 

The backlog of potential purchas- 
ers is meanwhile reaching an all-time 
high. Not that there has not been 
a demand in the past, but with peace 
there will be the need, the desire and 
BILLIONS of accumulated savings 


to satisfy them. Homes by the hun- 
dreds of thousands, homes for all 
income levels, homes produced by 
private building—that’s the promise 
of the years ahead. Industry and 
government must plan to assure the 
production of this most basic com- 
modity ; nothing must hold back the 
fulfillment of what we are fighting 
for—home and country. 


Private Building Can Do It 
If Unhampered 


Sut the question is being constant- 
ly raised, and now more frequently : 
Can the building industry as now or- 
ganized handle such a market? Fur 
ther, will it deliver the best houses 
possible or hold back advances? 
Let's look at the record and see if 
the promise of a revitalized industry 
will continue the very real progress 
of the past. 

Opposite is shown a pictorial rep- 
resentation of the anticipated post- 
war private home requirements 
divided into three principal classifi- 
cations. The first, single- and two- 
family homes, calls for an average 
of six hundred thousand units a year 
for ten vears, quickly picking up 
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from nothing and approaching peak 
production at the end of the first 
year. In 1926 private builders pro 
duced 608,000 such units; in 1929 
367,000; in 1933, 81,000; in 1938 
330,000 ; in 1941, 570,000—a 12-year 


record in number and an _ all-time 
high in building the best small 


homes any country has ever had. 
The astounding fact in this past 
performance not usually appreciated 
by the layman is the ability of home 
builders to adjust their operations 
very rapidly from a vanishing point 
to tremendous production, required in 
no other durable consumer goods. 
It is this expandable capacity that is 
overlooked by public housers trying 
to make a case for the necessity ot 
government taking over anywhere 
from a small part to a major portion 
of the post-war home building job 
Multi-family units in the form o! 
privately built row houses and gat 
den court apartments offer quarters 
that represent a good compromise 
between single-family residences and 
the conventional type of apartment. 
Such units can be either rented or 
sold by private builders who have 
had broad experience with these ac- 
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A Continuous Record of 
Achievement and Progress 


Private home builders can e 
well be proud of their past > 
performance. Any question a 
about their capacity to meet 
the post-war demands can be 
answered with a positive YES, 
as this article points out. 


Can Government do it bet- 
ter? A vigorous NO! (See 
stories on pages 95 and 99 
for the sorry record of public 
housing.) 
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Private builders provided " 
619,000 dwelling units in the 
last pre-war year, 1941. These 
were the best any nation has 
ever seen, with more in the 
lower-cost bracket. 


In spite of the worst ob- 
stacles under which any busi- 
ness was expected to operate, 
private building should ac- 
count for 460,000 badly need- 
ed war housing units. 
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Ame 
in the lower third of income level. ‘The post-depression 
expansion of “security” homesteads beyond the urban struc 
limits has proven the ability of private builders to erect big 1 
and sell good small homes on a sizable plot that can units 
yield considerable food. Superhighways and better cater 
transportation will further add to the areas open to this In 
class. Independence, health and contentment will be must 
available to industrial and modest income white collar to be 
workers at a cost that will decrease as wartime produc- at ch 
tion methods are applied. These include prefabrication the s 
in factory and on site, precutting, large tract develop- what 
ment, low cost, standardized equipment, etc. A contin- by bi 
uation of wartime lease-option and minimum down pay- Co 
ment, low cost standardized equipment, etc. A contin- to th 
everyone with an income; private industry should be build 
able to reach at least down to the $2,000 price with a ing fp 

ADVERTISING campaigns are soundly constructed dwelling, not of the type that more 
now creating post-war sales. creates rural slums or paternalistic squalor. This con- § rh 
orn 
BEST PRE-WAR HOUSES PLUS WARTIME DEVELOPMENTS IN NEW MATERIALS AND % ; 
“Be p 
LEFT: Attractive home built by J. C. 
Nichols in Prairie Village, Kansas City, 
has compact six-room arrangement Cha: 
with breezeway and two-car garage. Mod 
Leac 
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struction represents an additional market—so large that 
big industry is eyeing this plum. It may reach 250,000 
units a year with a fair percentage of these pretabri- 
cated 

In approaching this post-war home market, builders 
must, as in the past, be the realists. Their job continues 
to be to meet the American demand for better homes 
at cheaper*prices. Just as it’s always necessary to have 
the star-gazers, so it is the builder’s job first to analyze 
what dreams and miracles are made of and then add bit 
by bit to the best of the past. 

“Competition calls for everything that has been tested 
to the point where sales won't backfire—aiter all. the 
builder holds the bag. That’s the pattern of home build- 
ing progress: st “ady evolution to provide increasingly) 
more convenient, comfortable living. 

The promise of a tremendous post-war market does 

t mean that homes will not still have to be sold. and 
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that competition will not be keen, particularly after the 
first wave of buying subsides and other consumer goods 
flood the market. Builders who are now making post- 
war sales plans and, in many cases, setting up a pre- 
delivery accumulation of down payments, or the pur- 
chase of a lot, will unquestionably have the distinct ad- 
vantage of a quick start over those who wait until the 
war is over. Furthermore, such plans tie down the con- 
sumer dollars for the duration and help ease the pres- 
sure on the giant reservoir of spending power being built. 

Using the best pre-war small home designs, each 
builder has the starting key to post-war building in his 
own community. Meanwhile, he is checking what he 
has found to have the greatest consumer acceptance 
against other good designs and currently announced de- 
velopments which can be planned for inclusion when 
available. For example, four good small designs shown 
below might well be used as the basic post-war homes 


* IMPROVED TECHNIQUES WILL PRODUCE GREATER VALUES THAN EVER BEFORE 
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USE OF three levels for homes on sloping sites should 
continue to be useful and can give advantages of 
privacy and convenience, as in the house at the right 
by Trowbridge & Davis, in a Long Island development. 


GOOD CIRCULATION, plenty of closets and space on 
the second floor for additional rooms recommend the type 
of five-room home shown below and built by Mack Kan. 
ner & Sons, Merrick, L. I. 
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BUILDERS ARE READY, 
WILLING, ABLE TO USE 
WARTIME PROGRESS 


Foresee Better Homes for 
All Due to Recent Advances 


Chicago, Oct. 1.—When our heroes 
finally return from the far-flung battle 
jronts of the world, they will find pri- 
vate builders busy on the finest homes 
in history. 

Wartime wonders of chemistry, Te 
search and electronics have captured the 
imagination of the nation; great strides 
toward better homes are among the 
things promised. 

Meanwhile, builders are closely watch- 
ing such developments and are follow 
ing up all leads that might offer prac 
tical, salable features for their post-wal 
homes. 

Many builders are now planning their 
first models tor erection as soon as re 
strictions are lifted. These will be their 
best pre-war designs with war-born 
improvements. They have gotten valu 
able new experience in methods and 
cost cutting out of the last two years 
and are waiting for the chance to ust 
it on post-wat home building. 

The natural initiative of builders when 
unfettered by present restrictions will 
assure a quick start on the gigantic 
volume of home building indicated by 
surveys. Plenty of accumulated funds 
‘n bonds and savings, along with a 
erowing backlog of unfilled home buy- 
ing desire, points to 10 million units 
‘n the first ten years of peace. alf a 
million war marriages a year are adding 
to past requirements. 

These war prides dream of their first 
home and are joining others 1 acting 

now to assure getting one as soon as 
available. Legislation has been suggest 
ed to help returning heroes buy homes 

Sensing an anxious market, mats 
builders are promoting sales at this 
time through purchase of lots, deposit 
agreements and down payment plans. 
Home plans being discussed with these 
buvers are based on the Duilders’ best 
value designs of 1941; to these will be 
added the products of recent technolog- 
ical advances when proven and tested 
They look forward to the gradual ap 
plication of more and more equipment 
lower costs, additional 


mass produced for 
prication. 


labor-saving devices, factory fa 
new forms for old materials and new!) 
developed synthetics, plastics. alloys 
everything that promises better am 
1 (Publicity story on" post-war 
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rials, labor specialization at site, and 
supervising methods tested on war 
housing to keep within the contract 
price in spite of unavoidable added 
costs—these and more have given 
builders a valuable production know- 
how. They have learned to get the 
job done, come grief or high water, 
without benefit of extras for each 
change. Post-war construction prob- 
lems will be a cinch for these battle- 
scarred veterans. 

Basically the job will remain what 
it was before the war. The steady 
progress made by builders particular- 
ly over the past thirty years will be 
accelerated to the extent that they 
can be supplied with improved prod- 





ucts now being ballyhooed. And don't 
let any of the detractors of home 
building get away with the silly state- 
ment that there has been no advance- 
ment in the field in 100 years—or 
1,000 years—or 5,000 years—what- 
ever suits their fancy. 

Just ask an active building man on 
the job for two or three decades 
whether or not there has been any 
convenience and comfort added to his 
homes. Better heating, better arrange- 
ment and styling, improved lighting. 
insulation, plumbing, economies of 
operation through compactness and 
durability—just to mention a few of 
the modern advances. 

These things didn’t come overnight 





&, 





and as one of the countrys largest 
manufacturers recently pointed out 

. we know that nobody can intro 
duce new and revolutionary things 
without ‘bugs’ and ‘bugs’ mean delays 
in getting onto the market, service ex 
pense to dealers, disappointment to 
customers.” 

Continuing on post-war products, 
it is stated that builders are going to 
be told to wait for them, that every 
thing sold in the past will be “obsolet 
ed” by what's coming. That cannot 
be so. They may dream of collapsible. 
expansible, intangible houses of the 
future, but will actually start where 
they left off pre-war. And those were 
the world’s finest homes. 








WARTIME PROGRESS AND EX- 
PERIENCE HAVE ADDED: 


Mass production of new struc- 
tural forms. 


Broader choice of substitute ma- 
terials. Wider use of plastics. 


Cost reduction by more efficient 
methods on the job. 


Open mindedness on new tech- 
miques, revision of codes. 


FUTURE HOMES SHOULD HAVE: 
Benefit of lower costs; more value. 
Emphasis on comfort and charm. 


Modern Colonial design; greatest 
style changes on interior. 


Most livable arrangements ever 
produced. 


More efficient, helpful automatic 
heating and conditioning, possibly 
with complete air cleaning. 


Compact, ready-to-install service 
units; someday include all mech- 
anical functions (kitchens first). 


Large panels of wall finish in 
both old and new materials. 


Wider and better use of color. 


Much of floor space planned for 
multi-use; movable partitions. 





BETTER POST-WAR HOMES; FUTURE OUTLOOK BASED ON BEST OF THE PAST 


Factory-produced sub-assemblies; 
provision for replacement and 
change of parts. 


Best lighting equipment 
manufactured. 


Numerous new electric servants 
and built-in conveniences. 


Choice of wood, glass, gypsum, 
cement, fibre, steel, non-ferrous 
and light weight metals, plastics, 
ceramic and composition for many 
items in a house. 


Lifetime wearing surfaces at such 
points as roof, walls, floors, and 
minimum maintenance materials 
for piping, screens, fixtures, etc. 


ever 

















Homes Are Important 


The building industry spear-heads the at- 
tack on unemployment and inflation with a 
goal set at $10,200,000,000 by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce for the first post-war 
year. 


Residential construction alone must account 
for $4 to $5 billions of business. 


If restrictions are lifted gradually before 
war's end, the building industry can re- 
main strong enough to accomplish its task 
by doing the work thus made available. 


6,378,000 housing units need repairing and 
remodeling, now. 


$10,000,000,000 worth of farm plant struc- 
tures should be repaired, remodeled, or 
built, now. 


After the war, 5,515,000 housing units will 
have to be replaced. 


After the war, 1,000,000 families will try to 
build within the first six months. 


Quick and Orderly Lifting of 
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F restrictions upon building and industry are not lifted 
as rapidly as the conditions of war permit, this country 
may be headed for a period of submerged living that 

will dip lower than the depression of the 30's. 

Like the waters behind a great reservoir, the pent-up 
demand for houses and goods of all kinds waits to en- 
liven, or flood the country when restrictions are re- 
moved. The first great question is, will restrictions ever 
be removed? If so, when and how? 

For if we wait until the end of the war the pressure 
of demand may be too great for the artificial walls to 
contain it. But if restrictions are gradually released, 
then business can revive and gear itself for post-war 
tasks. There is evidence that for the building industry, 
releasing of restrictions can and must begin soon. Here, 
perhaps, is a logical sequence for opening the spillways 
of the dam. 

Considering remodeling, repair and maintenance as 
the first activity the building industry can resume, with- 
out hampering the war effort, 1940 census figures reveal 
an overwhelming demand. 

Out of a total of 37,325,000 dwelling units in the 
United States, 6,378,000 need major repairs; 6,825,000 
lack running water; 6,955,000 have neither electric or 
gas light; 19,802,000 have no central heating plant It 
appears that there is an ample remodeling and repair 
field to occupy the building industry for some time 

Second, the farm market is estimated between $10. 
000,000,000 and $18,000,000,000. These figures include 
only the farm plant (not farm homes) that should be 
repaired, modernized, or built to bring the farms of the 
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economy. Start action now! 


uation up to the standard necessary to win the war and 
consolidate the peace. In addition to this huge market, 
many farms need a second home in which the farmer 
and his wife can retire while the son carries on. 

And third, when it finally becomes possible to lift the 
lid off home building, a replacement market alone of 
5,515,000 units awaits the industry, plus the estimated 
million homes that families plan to build during the 
first six months of peace. 

With this tremendous market facing them, builders 
can view the future with assurance. That is, they can 
view the future with assurance if the pressure is taken 
off by the lifting of building restrictions quickly enough 
to keep the industry at an efficient level; to maintain 
the agricultural structures essential to our producing 
enough food to win the peace; and to enable us to main- 
tain and repair the existing housing, while at the same 
time red4eving the money pressure which is out of bal- 


ance with consumer goods that can be purchased. 


Importance of Action Before End of War 


But if the building industry must wait until the war 
is over before rolling back the restrictions, then the 
building industry may find itself either closely con- 
trolled by the government, in an attempt to hold back 
the wild spiraling of prices; or may find itself with a 
‘tremendous money demand for homes that cannot at 
nce be supplied: and with prices in a chaotic condition 
the government may then step in, claiming that private 
industry cannot do the job and that it will take over with 
public building. This, though adding to the confusion, 
will appear in the eyes of the people to be helping the 
building industry. They will not see that the industry 
vas crippled by bonds, government itself placed upon it. 

lt is assumed, according to official sources, that pri- 
vate industry must produce 40% more goods and serv- 
ices alter the war than it did in 1940, that it must em- 
ploy at least 20% more workers than in that year. 

_ The Department of Commerce has estimated that the 
dollar volume of post-war business, needed the first year 
in each major division of American business to main- 
‘ain the national production level, is $132,000,000,000. 
For construction, the goal was set to be $10,200,000,000, 
and for residential construction alone, $5,200,000,000. 

If the building industry is to accomplish this task, 
anc it can, and if it is to prevent the prognostication 
‘coming true, that the post-war bread lines may run 
UP to 15,000,000 men, then the building industry must 
allowed to utilize its men and facilities in private 
““nstruction as quickly as those men and facilities are 
no longer needed in the building of war materials, war 
‘using and war plants. 
the first reason for rolling back government restric- 
“ns as rapidly as possible is therefore one of preserv- 
_§ ‘he construction industry at a high point of develop- 
went use as an effective tool in the post-war period 




















{ror 















t, [OT 











To wait for war’s end before relaxing restrictions on 
building may result in flooding a weakened industry 
with a demand that will overwhelm our national 
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Building Restrictions Demanded 








What Government Should Do 


], Release non-critical materials trom L-41 
restrictions. 


2. Separate “remodeling” trom “‘new con- 
struction” in L-41, and clear it of restric- 
tions where non-critical materials are 
used for remodeling. 


Amend Regulation W to allow credit 
extension in relation to non-critical 
materials. 


4, Reconsider M-208 to provide the bulging 
farm market with essential structures. 


5, Revise price regulations applying to 
rent to correspond with commodity 
prices and wages; to encourage invest- 
ment in private building field. 


Rewrite Housing Standards to allow 
6. 
sound construction. 











to prevent widespread unemployment, and _ inflation. 

A second reason, however, exists and that is the fact 
that in the early stages of any planning, the direction it 
is to take can be molded. There is considerable evi- 
dence, that unless we in the building and construction 
industry take an active part in the planning, the final 
pattern that will be fitted to us will be one of bureau- 
cracy'’s making. 

In the recommendations of the 1943 National Re- 
sources Planning Board report there is some indica- 
tion that perhaps too many restrictions of the war period 
will be held over into the peace era. 

They forecast that commodity (consumer goods) ra- 
tioning will probably continue. Rationing of durable 
consumer goods will continue even longer. Allocation 
of scarce raw materials should be retained. Control of 
distribution of industrial and construction equipment 
will be needed. Retention of price control should be ex- 
pected. Vigorous enforcement of protective labor legis- 
lation will be necessary. 

To prevent just the kind of runaway economy that the 
(Continued to page 155) 
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HOW Local Financing 








Can Be Liberalized 


Establish insurance to protect loans during the first 
five to ten years of a long-term mortgage, or until the 
loan is reduced to 50 per cent of the appraised value. 


Adopt the English 5-per-cent-down-payment system 
in which the builder leaves part of his profit in the 
job until principal has been materially reduced. 


Provide farm-loan mortgage insurance (see farm. 
financing article elsewhere in this issue). Add pro 
visions enabling borrowers and lenders to come 
through a period of low farm income without exces 
sive foreclosures. 


Make long-term amortized loans more depression 
proof. Enable borrowers who temporarily cannot meet 
payments to make additional loans covering the 
payments, at an increase over the regular mortgage 
rate to prevent abuse. 


Permit a mortgage borrower to prepay any amount, 
any time without penalty, then borrow his prepay- 
ments without further cost and without restrictions as 
to how the money is used. 


Insure the yield on rental projects rather than the 
property itself, thereby enabling limited-dividend 
private corporations to build, own and operate rental 
housing and slum-clearance projects. 
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Progressive 


LENDING institutions whose 
men have first-hand knowl- 
edge of local needs and con. 
ditions, and who can make 
local decisions, are best qual- 
ified to advise and assist 
home owners in solving their 
mortgage financing problems. 


RACTICALLY everyone connected with home build- 

ing and home financing agrees that FHA mortgage 

insurance has been of tremendous value to the building 
industry, as an emergency measure in time of depression 
and as a means of establishing new standards in interest 
rates, mortgage risk rating, and construction practices 
FHA insurance has become, in the minds of the genera! 
public and many building men as well, the generic term 
for all home financing. FHA mortgage insurance has 
been well publicized, yet the fact remains that about & 
per cent of the existing home mortgages in this country 
are uninsured loans made by savings and loan associa 
tions, mortgage bankers, insurance companies or in 
dividual private investors. Currently these institutions 
insure about 1/3 their loans with FHA. 

Spokesmen for private loaning agencies are inclined 
to resent the intrusion of government and regulation into 
their businesses, much as builders resent the activities of 
public housing agencies. There are some builders who 
don’t like government red tape that surrounds the 
processing of insured loans and prefer the quicker, mort 
direct action of uninsured, privately made loans. 

Many professional builders like FHA-insured loans 
hecause of what these loans have done for them in the 
past. They seem little concerned with the intrusion o! 
government into the financing field, so long as low in 
terest rates and long-term 70- to 90-per cent loans ar 
available. 

Severe critics of the so-called “private” financing 
stitutions maintain that if FHA 2c eliminated entirely 
it might mean a return to former bad practices involving 
commissions, renewal fees, junior mortgages and other 
costly financing devices. T hey advocate retention of FHA 
as a “watchdog.” The lending institutions state, howevet 
that they have permanently adopted amortized loans and 
that competition of money seeking investment assures 
continued low interest rates. 


As a matter of fact, the financing agencies themselves 
are not entirely sure just where they want governmet! 
insurance, government assistance, and government fe 
strictions to begin or leave off. They, like the builders 
feel that adoption of a new and benevolent governmet! 
agency in their field may be like undertaking the raising 
of a lion cub. What at first is a cute and plavful kitten 
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Liberal Local Financing Needed 


Billions Available by Local Financing 
Institutions. Private Enterprise Urged to 


Take Its Own Post-War Financing Risks. 


SSSSSSSSS 


may ultimately become an all-consuming man-eater. 

The counter proposal to tiose who want private 
financing agencies untrammeled by government inter- 
ference of any kind, is that they set up services that 
match FHA facilities. The private agencies, in some 
cases, can point out that they have made amortized loans 
for many years. They also believe that the FHA premium 
is too low to build up adequate reserves, and that it 
should be raised. They also maintain that some FHA 
costs are not shown on their books and have come out 
Mf public funds. 

Private loaning agencies can and do give faster service 
n loan applications because they are administered by 
men who can make local decisions, who know local needs. 
and trequently know the individuals involved. They are 
not obliged to abide by government rules administered 
in nearby cities, or where all personal considerations 
must be left out. 


Some of the private lending agencies feel that their 
tacilities should be liberalized, changed, or extended 
better to meet post-war conditions. Some frankly want 


continuance of government assistance in new and con- 
structive types of lending services. 

For example, Claude B. Gandy, executive vice presi- 
lent, Kichmond County Federal Savings and Loan Assn., 
Staten Island, N. Y., in a recent study of post-war build- 
ing and financing proposed a new type of mutual in- 
surance for mortgage loans. He suggested that some 
simpliied form of government insurance be provided 
during the first 5 to 10 years of each home mortgage 

(Continued to page 142) 








“We are very much aware of the need for 
adopting in the savings and loan field 
Streamlined methods of financing that will 
facilitate home construction, whether for 
ownership or rental, provided the methods 
can be adapted to our trusteeship as super- 
visors and custodians of invested savings.” 


—James Twohy, Governor, Federal Home 
Loan Bank System. 
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How Home MORTGAGE HOLDINGS WERE DISTRIBUTED 


AT THE END OF 1942 By TvPES OF LENDERS. 
(IN MILLIONS OF DoLLaRs) 
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INDIVIDUAL AND 
MISCELLANEOUS 
$6,350. = 31.9% 


SAVINGS AND LOAN 
ASSOCIATIONS 
$4,565. = 22.9% 









HOLC 
$1,567.=7.9% 








COMMERCIAL ~/ 


BANKS 
$2,480.=12.4% 









INSURANCE 
Companies / MUTUAL 
$2,285. 11.3% / Savings 







BANKS 
$2,700. = 13.6% 


Source :- Federal Home Loan 
Bank Review Figures. | 





American Burlder Chart 








THE CHART above shows how $19,917,000,000 worth of outstanding 
home mortgages were distributed among various types of lending 
institutions at the end of 1942, by total values and percentages 
(add 000,000 to each $ figure). The value of outstanding loans pro 
tected by FHA insurance at the end of 1942 is estimated at $4,100.- 
000,000, or 20.6 per cent of the total loans. During 1942 the lending 
institutions shown in the chart financed $3,944,000,000 worth of home 
mortgages, of which $1,195,000,000, or 30.6 per cent were insured 
by FHA. while more than two-thirds were uninsured. A total of 
493,000 new non-farm dwelling units were built in 1942, of which 
159,760, or 32.4 per cent were started under FHA inspection. Just 
Prior to war about 35 per cent of new homes were FHA insured. 
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BUILDING LOAN 





THE VALUE OF A NATIONAL MUTUAL MORTGAGE INSURANCE SYSTEM HAS BEEN WELL DEMONSTRATED 








RESULTS COUNT, BUILDERS SAY 


FHA was established by act of Congress 
im June 1934. It has insured $5,017,- 
000,000 worth of mortgages on 1,127,000 
small homes. Mortgage losses have been 
slight, and as of June 30 this year only 
356 properties were being held follow- 
ing foreclosure. 


FHA has firmly established the prin- 
ciple of a national mutual mortgage 
insurance system, has worked through 
private financial institutions to improve 
home financing methods. It has paid its 
way, has encouraged private enterprise 
construction, and has eliminated many 
obnoxious home finance evils, such as 
the second and third mortgage. 


Like any large institution, govern- 
ment or private, it requires a system of 
checks and balances to keep it from be- 
coming autocratic, arbitrary or inef- 
ficient. 








best summary of the feelings of a majority of build. 
ers about the Federal Housing Administration. 
They want to see FHA continued as a vigorous an¢ 
independent agency in the post-war period, and they 
resent what they consider its subordination and obfusca 
tion since being placed under the National Housing 
Agency. 
On the other hand there are many things about FHA 
which builders and others seriously criticize. Some 0! 
them may be inherent in any government agency. The 


“Pies all her faults we love her still” is perhaps the 
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Want post-war continuation 
of government agency that 
has done most to aid private 
home ownership, but find 
some improvement needed 


quality of personnel has been low, politics has far too 
often crept into appointments and in many of its opera- 
tions FHA has displayed far too much inefficiency, red 
tape and confusion. 

The most serious and constantly recurring criticism 
of FHA is that it puts too much power in the hands of 
a few Washington appointed men. Frequently local 
offices have come under the sway of what the builders 
describe as “petty bureaucrats,” or under the control of 
a lax, inefficient or politically minded administrator. 
[he local builders in such a situation have no way of 
appealing from unfair decisions, and are, in fact, afraid 
to criticize for fear they will be “ridden” or unfairly dis- 
riminated aganst in future projects. 

Yet, in spite of these criticisms and many others, 
builders want to see FHA continued. They fear public 
housing and public housers more than they do the 
minor manifestations of bureaucracy that appear in 
FHA 

Most of them hope, however, that other forms of 
financing, not dependent upon FHA, will be developed 
to keep it from being the sole arbiter of their fortunes. 
(he ideal situation, from the builders’ point of view, 
would be for enough competition to exist between the 
FHA insured financing and the uninsured savings and 
oan, or other types, to keep both in line. 

Builders of the country, with excellent memories, 
recall that prior to 1934 when FHA was set up by act of 
Congress, it was practically impossible to get money on 
any sort of decent terms. They point out that FHA has 
been largely responsible for bringing down interest rates. 
tor lengthening the term of the mortgage, and for lower- 





Demand Vigorous, Independent FHA 














PROPOSALS FOR POST-WAR FHA 


1. Eliminate political appointments and 
hire a better quality of personnel. If 
mecessary raise FHA fees in order to 
give higher pay to technical men. 


2. Provide means for appeal by local 
builders from “petty autocrats” or in- 
efficient local administrators. Stream- 
line processing procedure. 


3. Elevate construction standards in 
return for liberal financing terms. Give 
fair recognition to quality construction, 
and equipment in appraisals. 


4. Insure loans on 5% down, 25-year 
basis for low cost houses; 10% down on 
houses up to $8,000. 


5. Develop modified post-war Title VI to 
permit builders to sell low cost houses 
on lease-option or contract basis, thus 
enabling them to spread down payment 
over 30 months’ period. 


6. Set up private finance plan to en- 
courage equity investment in low cost 
rental housing of garden type. 





AYMENT—_LONG TERM LOAN BACKED BY 


MUTUAL MORTGAGE 














INSURANCE. 
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ing the down payment required. They credit FHA with 
having eliminated many of the worst home finance evils, 
such as the second and third mortgages of the twenties. 
They believe that if FHA were liquidated, interest rates 
would rise and home financing terms would be made more 
difficult. 

While builders are unanimously strong advocates of 
private enterprise, and are opposed to most forms of 
government, this is one case where they feel that com- 
petition is a good thing, that otherwise conservative 
finance would strangle private enterprise building. 

In looking ahead to the post-war years, builders want 
a vigorous, independent FHA with as many modifications 
and improvements as they can get. Rather than experi- 
ment around with some other system, they prefer to con- 
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tinue with something that has been tested, and which was 
working quite well before the war started. 

In its nine years of existence, FHA has insured mort- 
gages on more than a million houses. It was paying its 
way and was a strong contributing factor to the pros- 
perous home building volume that took place in 1941, 
when 619,000 units were constructed by all private oper- 
ators. (225,000 were insured by FHA.) 

The post-war period will find FHA a going concern 
with ample funds to operate and without need of immedi- 
ate congressional action. Builders are determined that in 
any reorganization of the housing setup FHA shall not 
be submerged in some body dominated by public housing 
enthusiasts. 

(Continued to page 147 
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FHA’s post-war plans ready —Ferguson 


‘‘Lending institutions willing and eager to 
advance funds to finance all the homes 
builders can produce”. 


By ABNER H. FERGUSON, Commissioner. 
Federal Housing Administration 


HE Federal Housing Administration’s plans for the 

post-war period are already well formilated. No 

changes in the basic principles of the National Hous- 
ing Act are needed. Our organization is ready with 
nine years experience in all the key market centers in 
the country. And we have lending institutions operating 
under the FHA program willing and eager to advance 
the funds to finance all the home construction activity 
builders can produce. 

In preparing for post-war construction, FHA will 
examine proposed building sites and subdivision plans 
and give builders all possible aid short of actual proc- 
essing of mortgage applications. 

At my direction, all the field offices of the FHA are 
engaged in making a survey of all important housing 
markets to determine the ability of the construction 
industry to resume home-building operations promptly 
after the war. 

This survey will establish first-hand information on 
the prospective demand for new privately financed 
housing in these markets after the war, the availability 
ot suitable sites on both developed and undeveloped 
land, and the probable capacity of the building industry 
in each locality in the immediate post-war period. 

The FHA is also consulting with the building ma- 
ierials industry on questions relating to the availability 
vf adequate supplies of materials and equipment for 
housing construction when wartime restrictions are 
lifted. 

While FELA operations under wartime conditions are 
concentrated primarily on assisting the construction of 
privately financed war housing, the importance of 
prompt resumption of large-scale building operations 
after the war points to the wisdom of making all pos- 
sible advance preparations for the post-war markets. 

FHA field offices are in close contact with private 
building operations in all sections of the country. The 
FHA processes priorities applications for all dwellings 


built under National Housing Agency local quotas tor 
privately financed war housing and insures mortgages 
financing upwards of 85 per cent of all private war 
housing. In the immediate pre-war period, about 35 
per cent of all new private housing was financed with 
FHA-insured mortgages and built in accordance with 
FHA minimum standards. 

In the current survey, FHA field officers will supply 
information on the following questions for each metro- 
politan area in the country: 

Is there sufficient land suitable for residential de- 
velopment, and available to operative builders, to allow 
resumption of home building activity immediately afte: 
the war? 

Will a substantial and continuing demand for resi 
dential construction develop? 

If so, will there be a sufficient amount of suitable land 
to satisfy such a demand? 

If this substantial demand develops, what proportion 
of the building sites, in your opinion, will need to be 
developed from acreage not now improved? 

In addition, FHA field officers will gather informa- 
tion on the number of builders currently active under 
the war housing program and will estimate the num- 
ber of builders operating in all areas who will be ina 
position to begin home construction immediately after 
wartime restrictions are lifted. 


Prepared to Lead Revival 


The FHA offices will also estimate the probable nun 
ber of dwelling units which private builders in those 
areas can reasonably be expected to produce during 
the first year following the removal of wartime fe 
strictions, assuming the availability of building mate- 
rials and equipment, no major shortage of labor. 

Private enterprise must be prepared to start residet- 
tial construction operations on the largest scale justified 
the moment hostilities cease in order to provide et 
ployment for many of the men who will then be seeking 
work. Just as the FHA assisted the private building 
industry to rise from the depression in 1935, we wil 
be prepared to lead the way for private builders t 
revive normal building activities immediately after the 
war housing restrictions are lifted ; 
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3 z HE present National Housing Agency was 
Z established as a temporary war measure 
y by executive act of the President in Febru- 
x ary, 1942, following recommendations for a 
¥ consolidation of all housing agencies made by 
y Judge Samuel Rosenman. 
y Although NHA is an emergency agency, the 
p Federal Housing Administration and the Fed- 
4 eral Home Loan Bank system are not. They 
yx were both established by acts of Congress. 
¥y When the war emergency has passed, it will 
¥ be the duty of Congress to determine a na- 
y tional housing policy and a permanent national 
é housing agency to put it into effect. 
y Private builders as a whole favor having 
x FHA an independent agency, with no connec- 
¥ tion with public housers. They fear, and with 

sy some justification, that if FHA is part of an 

aS over-all agency, as at present, it will cease to 
G function effectively as an aid to private home 
, iuilding enterprise, as it did so well before 
y the war. 

H , Depends on men and policies 

a ¥ There are sound arguments, however, for 
r the establishment of a permanent national 
S housing agency with policies clearly defined 


by Congress and top men approved by Con- 
yress—which will undoubtedly see that they 
ire men committed to private enterprise and 
private home ownership. 

In setting up such a housing agency, Con- 
eress could clearly state that its objectives 
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. 
& should be to assist, develop and co-ordinate 
a 1ome building by private enterprise. 
, 7 In the accompanying chart, a permanent 
my post-war setup for housing is suggested, in 
y vreatly simplified form. The important points 
¥ 
ij 
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By EARL WILSON, Indiana. 
Member Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 


()' ALL the smelly messes in Washington, number 
one on the list is the housing situation as carried 
out by the National Housing Agency, under the lead- 
“ship of John Blandford, Administrator. The waste 
ian-hours, material and precious time in build- 
cs that have never been occupied and will never 
ipied is colossal. 
} ‘he work such construction would have provided 
ictors after the war, and the use of that same 
to build real homes for the improvement of 
s standard, and the time used on such useless 
ich could have been directed into more pro 
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“ appecniod by Preston! enth approval of Congress 
L 
Execstive 
(Seeds of FHA, FPRA, Home Lees Bash System) 
| 
{ l all 
Federal Home Lose Federal Houses Seccesser te Federa! 
Bask System Administration Public Bossing Authority 
I 1 
| Private Lending estan | 
| 
Private Dwellegs Aid te Private Aid te Private 
Private Garden Apartment Projects Urdan Redevelopment Rere| Redoena; 























PERMANENT post-war housing setup? 


to be emphasized are: 

1. Administrator to be a firm believer in 
individual enterprise and home ownership: 
approved by Congress. 

2. An executive committee composed of the 
heads of the important divisions should deter- 
mine policy, assuring a proper balancing of 
interests. 

3. The Federal Housing Administration 
and the Home Loan Bank System, which are 
concerned with financing private home build- 
ing, would continue and their functions broad- 
ened. By aggressively seeking to liberalize 
private home financing, including rental hous- 
ing, they could greatly reduce the need for 
public housing. 

4. The present Federal Public Housing 
Authority would be replaced by an agency 
charged with assisting and co-ordinating pri- 
vate enterprise action to clear slums, rebuild 
cities and provide greatly needed rural 
housing of required type. 
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Congressman Wilson flays NHA record 


ductive channels is astounding and has undoubtedly 
prolonged the war. 

Houses have been built where we couldn’t use them 
Houses have been built for fantastic prices compared to 
their value when completed. Work has been done in 
many localities which, through managerial neglect or 
stupidity has had to be ripped out, torn down or done 
away with only to be done again, all at outrageous cost 
to the taxpayers. Private industry could have been 
allowed the materials and without a single government 
boss on the grounds could have built three times as 
many houses, twice as fast and at two-thirds the cost. 
A case in point is that when the Army, Navy or Mari- 
time Commission were allowed to control the con- 
struction of housing units as needed by their workers, 

(Continued to page 158) 























(GOOD building code is safe, 


fair, practical, econom- 
ical, flexible, and recently revised. If the one 
erning the communities in which you operate is all 
that, you're fortunate, although you can still do something 
to help keep it that way. Many codes were once 
when first adopted. If your code is not all these things, 
this article will tell you what to do about it now. 

Here is a modernization job that can and should be 
done at this time, and requires no critical materials, onlv 
realism and an honest determination to improve these 
local building regulations by bringing them up to date. 

A building code that functions properly is described 
as a living instrument of widespread use; the respect 
demanded by it depends upon its being composed of a 
reasonable set of requirements continually revised to meet 
the current methods and needs. Unfortunately too many 
codes are dead with an aura of political stench continually 
rising from the corpse. 

The reason for the current drive to eliminate such bad 
codes is that they can have a very adverse effect on the 
unount and type of private building expected in the tre- 
mendous post-war market. This interest 1s much broader 
than builders and the building industry; it can affect the 
prosperity and living conditions of millions in towns and 
cities scattered throughout the country. Codes are gov- 
erned by custom and precedent far more than by actual 
engineering requirements, in the opinion of Robert L 
Davidson, Pierce Foundation research director. He be- 
lieves that in some respects their standards are wastefullv 
high, and in others not high enough to encourage th 
most efficient types of construction. Codes have not kept 
pace with laboratory and engineering developments. 

This is a crucial time in the adopting of modern build 


gt V- 


good, 


the 


American Builder, October 


/\\// 


WINANS 


Give New Materials 
and Improved Meth- 
ods a Chance to Help 
Deliver Better Post- 
War Homes for Less 


ing codes. Many communities, particularly in and ne 
defense centers, are operating under a set of regulation 
in which many allowances and substitutions of an emer 
gency nature had to be made if war housing was to ¢ 
ahead. Some of these wartime changes have proven ade 
quately safe and greatly reduce construction costs. Other 
were no more than stop-gaps, decidedly sub-standard. | 
this nation-wide experimentation, some of these change 
have been in effect long enough to prove their permanetl 
merit. They should be made a part of a revised code. Tht 
failures should be discarded and, where possible, ever 
job corrected to make it safe. 


Start Already Made in Some Cities 

Some far-sighted cities have already done this wor 
To keep abreast of simplifications enforced as war mea! 
ures and to conserve critical materials and labor, realis® 
could not be reconciled to horse and buggy building code 
Instead of eliminating obscure and conflicting provisio 
from these old codes, it was found better to junk the 
tiques and do a rewriting job based on laboratory te" 
recently made on the changes. Detroit did this with ther 
plumbing code, which became effective in April of th 
vear. 

However, there are many communities not touched 
wartime pressure to change. Some materials that hart 
heen used for years in a mz ijority of towns and cities @ 
over the country are still forbidden where archaic code 
are In The building wave of the future will age 
reach many of these spots, and like those urban cente® 
where codes are dictated under political pressure, rath 
than fair and practical considerations, building snd th th 
people generally will be the losers. 
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y’’ Building Codes 


Local Groups Should Start Action Now 


Communities under the handicap of excessive build- 
ing costs due to obsolete and unfair codes will not con- 
tribute the full share of national re-employment and 
post-war prosperity that can be created by the private 
building of their towns and cities. Furthermore, stag- 
nant areas will be an invitation to government housing 
which has in the past operated in defiance of unreason- 
able local code requirements where forced to do so. 


Ultimate Answer—National Building Code 


Since codes are supposed to be based on facts arrived 
at through laboratory tests, there is no sound reason why 
there should not be a National Building Code. This would 
be uniform throughout the country with exceptions or 
alternates to cover differences in geographical require- 
ments. 

Properly organized and determined local action to get 
the best code available will rid the country of remaining 
sore spots having backward codes. The uniform building 
code adopted by the Pacific Coast Building Officials’ Con- 
ference is now being used in 330 cities located in more 
than half the states. The 1943 edition of this code is 
completely up to date and represents work of the past 
three years to include new provisions for this period. Now 
the code committee is studying anticipated developments 
of the next three years in preparation for the 1946 edi- 
tion of the code. 

_ Another well known code which is serving as a model 
tor building regulations in many cities throughout the 
country is the Recommended Building Code of the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters. This one is also 
continually revised te keep it modern. Canada has its 
new National Building Code recently completed and ready 
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HOW to get your local 
building code changed 


8 Check local code against recognized national builging 
code. See box below for source. 


2. If found obsolete, form a local code revision committee to 
spearhead a campaign; interest local civic groups in re- 
vision, pointing out community benefits in action. 

ae Appoint non-partisan technical code committee including 
representatives of professional architectural and engineer- 
ing societies. Enlist local newspapers in publicity. 

4, Join a national building group interested in promoting 
adoption of modern codes; if a member of such a group, 
urge and support such action. 

5. Meet with your local, state and national political repre- 
sentatives, make sure they appreciate great aid of good 
codes to post-war re-employment and prosperity. 











for adoption by cities throughout the Dominion. It ts 
considered a model code in the English-speaking coun- 
tries of the world. 

Other organizations, some listed below, are doing im- 
portant work on building codes which will help thos« 
communities desiring revision. Now is the time to join 
the parade to knock out horse and buggy building codes 





Appendix on new fire ratings. 





many types, including building codes. 


NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS. “Building Materials and Structures Re. 
Publications on test results. Superintendent of Documents, Government 


Ports,”’ 


Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 


Cc o ’ 
ANADIAN: National Building Code,’ a recent model code. Department of 


Finance, Housing Administration, Ottawa, Ont. $1.00. 


WHERE to get information on up-to-date codes 


NATIONAL BOARD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS, 85 John St.. New York. “Recom- 
mended Building Code.” 1943 edition brings this model code up to date with 


PACIFIC COAST BUILDING OFFICIALS CONFERENCE, 124 W. Fourth St., Los 
Angeles. “Uniform Building Code.” 1943 Ed. This model code in effect in 
330 cities in 30 states, Hawaii and Canada, $2.00. Also sponsor “Modern 
Building Inspection,” a 404-page handbook of useful information. $5.00. 


ee STANDARDS ASSN., 29 W. 39th St.. New York. “Industrial 
‘andardization,” house organ of this group which promotes standardization of 
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PRIVATE HOMES: 


Contribute to local taxes. 
Build self-reliant citizen- 
ship. 

Assure huge post-war re- 
employment at no cost to 
Uncle Sam. 


Provide incentive to 
work and save. 


Allow freedom of choice 
in location and kind. 

Maintain advantages of 
free enterprise system. 


Keep out bungling bu- 
reaucrats and stop mak- 
ing people wards of gov- 
ernment. 
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Home Ownership— | t! 


Public Housing Threatens Promise sisti 
of More and Better Private Homes 





HOME of one’s own is at the top of the list in the 

American Way of Life—that for which the blood 

of the younger generation is being shed; that to 
which they feel they have a right to return. The right 
of home ownership is demanded by these boys and the 
opportunity hoped for by all families which are now dis 
satished tenants. 

\ny bureaucratic or economic threat that might re 
strict this right or make the opportunity less liable of 
fulfillment must be challenged and defeated now. Public 
housing is such a threat. The chart opposite shows the 
imcrease in government financed housing, particularly 
in the last five years, to a point where this vear it will 
top private building. 

Partly war housing to be sure. But will the public 
housers, once having tasted the delights of increased 
spending, be content to retire?) Or will they want to 
project their operations into vast so-called slum clear- 
ance projects? Nation-wide plans being made by them 
now and programmed for post-war construction give 
the answer. It will be government versus private build- 
ing—public housing against private homes—unless the 
present alarming trend is reversed. 

Right now there is a smaller percentage of .\merican 
homes owned than at any time in the last fifty vears. 
Here are the figures as reported by the Bureau of Com 





merce, showing the number of renters and owners m 
dwelling units of the U.S.: 


Dwelling Units Owner- 
Occupied Units Rented 


—— 


Census Year Number Per Cent Number 


1940 15,195,763 19,658,706 


43.0 , 
1930 14,002,074 47.8 15,319,381 
1920 10,866,960 45.6 12,943,598 
1910 9,083,711 45.9 10,697 89: 
1900 7,205,212 46.7 8,223,771 
1890 ses 6,066,417 47.8 6 623,73: 


expansion of government-owned rental housing (! 
depress desirable home ownership even further. | 
well as throwing such units onto the market agails 
new privately built single homes which must compet 
without subsidy, the threat of public housing coming § 
into a community is sufficient to discourage privat 
enterprise from starting building. 

All families are not in a position to own homes, 
these can be housed by private building until they @ 
buy—even those in the low-income bracket. Privat ; 
urban redevelopment and multi-family rental units, * & om 
described elsewhere in this issue, will do the job alte om 
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the war if given the necessary legislative enabling as- 


sistance now. 














se 
Other than the many fundamental reasons for home 
es ownership as a national objective, there is the important 

















slack of ehange-over. 


























consideration of private building as the earliest and 
best post-war re-employment assurance to take up the 
The latest U.S. 
Commerce survey on expected post-war purchases by 
consumers covering the period up to Sept. 1 shows that 
1,540,000 families intend to build or buy a new home 
within six months after the war is over. This means a pri- 


the Backbone of DEMOCRACY 


vate building market of at least $7,184,800,000. Let’s make 


sure these needs and desires will be filled by tax-paying 


tions 
Chamber of 
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PRIVATE AND PUBLIC HOUSING IN U. S.- 1935-1943 


War has greatly stimulated use of Public Funds 


private enterprise. 

Praiseworthy as the idea of social housing may have 
been when it was first applied a decade ago to certain sec 
of the Southeast, 
the American way of self-assurance; it breeds complete 
dependence on government and all the attendant evils 
A better way to rehousing in both the blighted rural 
areas and the city slums is the job of private builders 
encouraged and aided by 


its growth since threaten- 


government when necessar\ 
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PUBLIC HOUSING: 
Pays less than its 
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share of tax costs. 
Limits choice in 
living conditions. 
Removes drive to 
acquire independ- 
ence. 


Creates growing, 
self - perpetuating 
housing bureau- 
cracy, reckless of 
public funds. 


Destroys private 
enterprise. 


Offers a less de- 
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658,705 
319,81 
943,59 
697 89: 
223,77. 
623,73! 





PRIVATE BUILDING 
Can Do the 
Job Best — 


Says Frank W. Boy- 
kin, Alabama Con- 
gressman, Member 
Public Buildings and 
Grounds Committee. 
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HOME ownership is one of the great- 
ele assets a nation can possess. It 
“e@kes tor contentment and is a build. 














er ot 
housiig of a permanent nature, both 
for home owners and renters will be 
a challenge to the entire budding in- 


morale, and certainly pust-wal 


dustry and one it can and will be 
able to effectively meet if allowed 
to do so without let or hindrance 


from or domigation by the Governs 
ment or any of its bureaucratic agen- 
cies. 

Proper housing is the most vital 
need of the American family and post- 
war housing offers tremendous oppor- 
tunities to the building industry and 
its related enterprises to benefit our 
entire citizenship. 

A comprehensive program for this 
industry after the war requires a con- 


sirable back- 
ground in which 
to raise children. 
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siderable study ot all phases of the 
various problems which the end of the 
war will bring. It is not a job exclu 
sively for any single person or for any 
national office. 

A prospective homeowner must be 
tree to build whatever type of home 
he wants and in whatever locality he 
may so desire without unnecessary in- 
terference from anybody. 

Reeently a bill was introduced in 
the Senate to allocate “not to exceed 
$1,000,060,000 for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1944” for the post-war 
period of housing, but this entire fund 
to be administered by the National 
Housing Agency and its Administrator 

(Continued to page 150) 
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New Techniques to Bring Lower Costs 


Power Equipment, Precutting and 
New Construction Methods Promise 
Better Houses for Less After War 


OR private enterprise to make youd on delivery of 

the large volume of home building forecast, it will be 

necessary to turn out better homes at less cost than 
ever before. Skeptics don't believe it can be done ; build- 
ing-wide use of production methods, many the result 
of war emergency, will assure it. 

A decade ago depression stagnation started builders 
on an intensive search for cost-reducing methods 
through labor-saving. During the past ten years in- 
creasing use of power tools on home building projects 
has been the trend. War housing stimulated this use 
still further when time-saving mass production became 
necessary. 

Four principal means through which construction 
savings are promised are (1) availability of larger units 
or pre-assembled parts by the material supplier, (2) 
production of building items engineered by the manu- 
facturer to require less labor on the site, (3) develop- 
ment of new and improved power tools by makers 
(4+) more efficient use of such tools by builders. 

Che prediction along this line is that we will see such 
things as less promiscuous use of the hammer and saw 
on the job; gradually use of fewer nails and more glue: 
more labor transferred from site to shop or factorv. 


, 


BELOW: Well equipped shop for precutting in 
multiple house construction. At the 

right above, outdoor pre-cut. 
ting line on the job. 


Precutting of materiois will become standard practice. 
It has proven a valuable saver of time and materials 
on jobs of all sizes. One of the most outstanding ex- 
amples is Builder David D. Bohannon’s 700-home 
project at Richmond, Calif., for war workers in the 
nearby Kaiser ship yards. These were three-bedroom 
houses of attractive appearance which, while consery- 
ing vital materials and labor, were very livable within 
34 by 34-foot over-all dimensions. When the job was 
completed a short time ago, it was found that the 
700 units were erected in 700 hours—a phenomenal record 
rate of a house an hour! 

There were many short-cuts through clever use oi 
various special devices and equipment on this job, 
such as simplified operations for non-skilled labor, 
re-use of forms and handling of supplies. 

The real factor in turning out these houses speedily 
was precutting of materials in a carefully scheduled 
operation. Lumber reached the site from the cutting 
yard in specially designed trailer truck units where 
handling was on a line production basis, traveling on 
rollers. All the way through there was as little time 
used as top efficiency required. 

Operations of this kind are felt to be so important 
in meeting the coming peacetime needs for low-cost 
homes by private building that American Builder i: 
presenting a detailed description of precutting methods 
it will be a series of articles, the first 
on the opposite page. 
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Cost-Cutting Methods by Precutting 
Framing Described by T. C. COMBS 


Recent member technical staff West Coast Lumbermen’s 


Assn.; now in service. 


WALLS of a typical small 

ise contain over 2,000 pieces of 
mber, each trimmed on_ both 

it these over half are less than 
ong; they comprise over three- 

of all the pieces in the con- 

of a house but tally only 

third of the board footage. 
traming for homes and other 

rame walls, first introduced in 

y the West Coast Lumbermen’s 

in tts “Precut Framing Man- 

is a practical plan for the effi- 
‘lent utilization of short lengths. It 
as been gaining many converts dur- 
the past three years of wartime 





FIRST IN A NEW SERIES 
of articles describing how 
fo set up a system of pre- 
cutting framing members. 
An important subject 
Post-war home builders. 


for 











How to Lay Out and 
Process Lumber for 


By “precut framing” is meant all 
construction lumber which has been 
cut to scheduled length and fabricated 
to detailed dimensions, ready for as- 
sembly into the structure. It includes 
studding trimmed and square-butted 
ready for nailing, rafters beveled and 
notched, or any of the many other 
parts as they appear in the completed 
framework. It permits complete fab- 
rication in advance of use. The en- 
tire house frame and much of thie fin 
ish can be precut. Even subflooring 
and diagonal sheathing can be mitered 
15 degrees on one or both ends with 
great success; half a dozen boards 
can be cut at a time. Where the cost 
of measuring, computing or shop de- 
tailing of a small number of unusual 
pieces, as in the complicated roof 
framing of a single house, is found to 
eat up the savings of shop cutting, 
these pieces should be turned out 
alongside the framing job. 

Bundled precut framing is advanta- 
geous. By bundling short lengths into 
knock-down window and door assem- 
blies, runs of bracing, and convenient 
parcels of fire blocking. manv separate 


Quick, Accurate and 
Wasteless Building 


pieces are reduced to a few parcels 
Five elements make a wall frame 
windows, doors, blocking, bracing. 
and studding. These permit simpli 
fied estimating, with 100 per cent ac 
curacy. Bundles are laid down at 
exactly the places where they are to 
be used, thus saving cosily confusion 
trips to the material pile, job-measur 
ing and intermittent job-cutting 

The true cost of lumber in a job 
is its cost in place. In the past, the 
cost of using lumber has been greate1 
than the cost of the lumber itsel! 
Experience with precut framing 
shows that the cost of using lumbe: 
hence the cost in place, is reduced to a 
minimum. 

Not only can lumber of specified 
grade be precut to advantage, but 
pieces can be cut from lumber of 
lower grade, often with great saving 
in cost. This is done simply by cut 
ting the required pieces from between 
defects. The pieces so produced will 
average fully 90 per cent of the total 
piece. In this way lumber is raised 
in grade in the process of precutting 

(Continued to page 159) 
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IF local codes and building 
codes are revised; if munici- 
palities are equipped with the 
powers of eminent domain and 
use it; if slum properties are 
devaluated realistically; if 
long-term loans necessary for 
the acquisition of large areas 
of land can be obtained; if pri- 
vate builders are allowed to 
qualify as redevelopment cor- 
porations—then private build- 
ing can really do the job best. 


& 
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HE spirit that created America was zeal tor the 
conquest of environment. This battle is never per- 
manently won. 

Who, then, has the temerity to say that private en- 
terprise, which so far has led the way, cannot attain 
victory in this newest battle against environment: the 
redevelopment of blighted urban and rural areas? Or 
can it be assumed that the spirit of individual initiative 
in America has deteriorated to a spirit of subservience 
to some hypothetical, all knowing, all powerful monop- 
olistic national government agency. 

There is no such thing as government action without 
there being action on the part of individuals. It is not 
a question of a vague, imaginary government body act- 
ing, but a question of the citizens of that government 
expressing their will. We are the government. In spite 
of the necessary and unnecessary rigging of political 
machinery, the people of this country are still the force 
behind the government and the government must ex- 
press, not the thought, but the actions of those people 


Who Knows the Formula? 


Unless the proposed Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company project in New York proves itself successful 
over the long pull, slum clearance or the redevelop- 
ment of blighted areas has not been accomplished on a 
sound economic basis in this country, except in isolated 
cases such as the Arthur L. Binns project in Philadel- 
phia, Pa. There a number of row houses were purchased 


on tax sale at extremely low prices and rehabilitated a! 
an equally low cost. 

The chief reason why private industry and the build- 
ing industry must interest itself in slum clearance ! 
because private industry is going to pay the bill any 
wavy 


$7,000,000,000 Asked For 


When the Southeast Regional Planning Commission 
representing Florida, Georgia, Alabama, North ané 
South Carolina, Mississippi and Tennessee, recom 
mends to the National Resources Planning Commis 
sion a program calling for $7,000,000,000 for post-war 
housing and rehabilitation, to be financed wholly or 1 
part from federal funds, it is apparent that private 
industry is going to pay some taxes. 

Blighted rural and urban areas are going to be rebuill 
whether private enterprise takes a part or not, and this 
rebuilding is going to take place for perfectly soun¢ 
economic reasons. 

Here, for example, are some of the bills private cit 
zens and industry are paying today that can be reduced 
to some extent most certainly, by providing adequate 
housing and facilities for the ill-housed one-third 0! 
our nation. In 1942 the forty-eight states spent, t 
prevent ill health, or the spread of disease, over $58, 
000,000; on hospitals and institutions the states spe 
$263,665,000; on public welfare, $908,431,000; 0 
penal institutions and correction, over $80,000,000. To 
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tal expenditures on these matters of health and public 
welfare were $1,263,044,000 in the 48 states. 

That adequate housing facilities will have some effect 
upon the expenditures just tabulated is indicated by the 
following facts discovered regarding the slum areas in 
Chicago. In these Chicago slum areas incidence of 
reportable diseases is 50% greater than the average 
tor the rest of the city. Infant deaths are over 50% 
greater. There are five times as many fire calls, and 
these areas require four times as many police. 

To illustrate the expense of fire calls it can be stated 
that in one slum area the fire department in 1938 ex- 
pended $22,646, as against an average of $871 for all 
sections of similar size. Clearance and redevelopment 
of this one neighborhood would save the city and its 
‘taxpayers over $20,000 in fire cost alone. 

It may be sheer coincidence, but in relating slum 
‘learance to the cost of penal institutions, it is interest- 
ing to note that in slum clearance areas in Chicago 
thirty-two of every hundred children in the area were 
delinquent from 1927 to 1933, whereas only four of 
every hundred were delinquent in the city as a whole. 


Private Industry to Pay 


Private industry and taxpayers are paying those bills 
wow. The public houser draws a line and says, “Up to 
this point public housing will take over and beyond 
hat, private building will build.” But no bureaucrat 
has ever been known who did not seek to perpetuate 











Opportunities in Small Towns 


WHEREVER FOUND, blight is a problem of tearing down 
and rebuilding—and the opportunity for the private builder 
is greater in rural areas and smaller communities, because 
the amount of capital needed to handle the redevelopment 
is smaller. 


WHILE MOST people think of cities like Chicago and 
New York when slums are talked about, actually there is 
a higher percentage of blight in the rural South than in 
any other locality. But the problems of big cities are far 
different from those of smaller communities. 


IN ONE SMALL town there was a square block occupied 
by a tumble-down factory and shanties. This site, within 
two blocks of main street, has already been acquired by a 
local builder to be used as a home building development 
in the post-war period. 


THOUSANDS of similar sites can be acquired for little 
money in rural areas and small towns. This is the new 
frontier of opportunity for private builders when the war 
ends. 
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his job and the easiest way to do that is to take over 
more and more territory and increase the size of the 
bureau. As far as private industry is concerned it is 
not a question of where the line is drawn but a ques- 
tion of how far private industry can push the line back 
into the slum areas. 

The building industry can do the job of redeveloping 
blighted urban and rural areas on a sound economical 
basis, but it cannot do the job alone on an economic 
basis because the large profits to be derived from the 
redevelopment of blighted areas do not accrue to the 
agency doing the work, but are spread to a vast num- 
ber of taxpayers. It is for this reason that the redevel- 
opment of blighted areas must be co-operatively car- 
ried out between government agencies having the power 
to condemn and the money to acquire the property, and 
private industry and builders equipped with the means 
and knowledge to rebuild and manage those properties. 


Redevelopment Legislation 


To effectively activate this partnership and to make 
it possible for private enterprise to enter the field with 
some hope of safeguarding the people’s money, some 
legislation with this end in view can be pointed out: 
notably the Neighborhood Development Act, Senate 
1163, introduced by Senator Wagner of New York 
upon the request of the Urban Land Institute; the 
Federal Urban Redevelopment Act of 1943, Senate 953. 
introduced by Senator Thomas of Utah; Minnesota 
Governor Harold EK. Stassen’s housing bills for the 
State of Minnesota, and state legislation in Maryland. 
Wisconsin, Kansas, Missouri, New York, Illinois. 
Michigan and Kentucky. 

The Wagner Bill, while applicable only to deterio- 
rated urban areas, provides for the National Housing 
Agency, named as administrator of the program, to 
make loans to cities or instrumentalities of cities, for 
acquisition of property and for preparation of the sites 
for rebuilding. A lien upon the property is acquired as 
security for the loan. Loans are repayable in 99 years 
at interest rates prescribed by NHA. Assembled lands 
may be leased or sold, but any parcels sold to an indi- 
vidual company or corporation would be freed from 
the federal lien. To prevent land speculation, lessors 
and purchasers must contract to commence construc- 
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tion of their improvements within a reasonable time 
after acquiring land from the city. As a prerequisite to 
the loan, a development plan including detailed plans 
for specific areas to be developed, and a plan for the 
temporary relocation of persons displaced by the re- 
development, must be approved by the National Hous- 
ing Agency. The bill authorizes an appropriation not 
to exceed $1,000,000,000 for year ending June 30, 1944 

It has been estimated that this program should dray 
about $5 of private money and credit into the rebuild 
ing of blighted areas for every dollar of federal credit 
extended. On the basis of a 10-year program this bill 
would allow construction totaling $50,000,000,000 in 
private funds for the $10,000,000.000 of federal credit. 

Hugh Potter of Houston, Texas, president of th 
Urban Land Institute. has explained, “Private enter- 
prise and private funds can rebuild these worn out 
areas but they cannot, unassisted, finance the acquisi- 
tion of land for that purpose. Whatever. financing is 
devised to assemble this blighted land in areas suffi- 
ciently large to permit the creation of a new environ- 
ment must of necessity include a process of devaluation 
The terms and interest rates of private credit cannot 
be expected to undertake that kind of financing. Most 
of us, I am sure, would prefer to see some form of 
municipal or state credit used for this purpose, but 
unfortunately that is simply not within the realm of 
possibility. We must realize that out of every $1 of 
taxes we pay, 75 cents of it goes to the federal gov- 
ernment.” 


Proposal to Use NHA 


While the Wagner Bill proposes to use the Nationa! 
Housing Administration, utilizing NHA’s experience 
by extending its life term into the post-war period, th 
Thomas Bill calls for the formation of a new federal 
organization, the Urban Redevelopment Agency as the 
supervisory body. This agency is authorized to loat 
$150,000,000, of which not more than $50,000,000 can 
be contracted for before July 1, 1944, and July, 1945 
respectively. 

Repayments on advances go into a revolving fund 
subject to regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. An advance to a municipality for the 

(Continued to page 124) 





Housing Authority under State laws. 
has the right of eminent domain. 
ations in neighborhood patterns. 


materials, and methods. 


These Steps Must Be Taken in Your Town to Enable 
Private Building to Operate in Blighted Areas 


] Organize and take an active part in a local 
2 See that your Authority or Municipal area 
3 See that local codes allow interesting vari- 


4 Revise building codes to allow use of new 





5 See to it that your city has a planning 
agency. 


6 See that your city has a master plan, a 
land use plan, and plans describing a 
proposed project area, and proposed 
development. 


J See that plans are prepared to protect the 
economic value and social benefits of the 
project area. 


8 See that liens on tax delinquent lands are 
foreclosed at the end of five years’ de- 


linquency. 


Q See that health, tire and building laws are 
rigorously enforced, or the buildings 
remodeled or boarded up. 


1Q Support proposed national legislation de- 
signed to provide private builders or 
municipalities with loan funds for slum 
clearance. 
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THE 3 R’s—remodeling, repairs, 


rehabilitation—set for an early start 


Nine Billion Dollar Market Shown by U. S. Housing Census 


LD MAN DEPRECIATION keeps rolling right 
along in spite of the war. In fact, because of extra 
war traffic and use, all buildings, including homes 

and apartments, business buildings and farm buildings, 
have been subjected during the past two years to extra 
wear and tear; and, while maintenance and repairs have 
heen exempted from the restrictions of the War Produc- 
tion Board's Limitation Order L-41, the actual fact has 
been that much needed upkeep work on buildings has 
heen put off or slighted throughout this war period be- 
cause of the shortage of skilled, experienced men and 
the difficulty of obtaining the proper materials with 
which to make these needed repairs. Patriotic motives 
have also entered to prevent and postpone upkeep op- 
erations that normally would have been ordered. 

Thus, maintenance has been neglected and the re- 
styling, remodeling and enlarging of homes have been 
almost entirely laid aside for the duration. 

Any work involving a “change of design” and costing 
more than $200 has been prohibited under the amended 
Order L-41; and this has stopped the customary mod- 
ernizing operations that are so important in the sale of 
the larger old homes to adapt them to the requirements 
of new owners. 

From all of these causes a tremendous backlog of un- 
filled modernization, improvement, upkeep and repair 
wants has been accumulated. This is estimated to rep- 
resent a market potential of at least $9 billion; and it is 
distributed over every section of the United States. 


Little Jobs, All Over, Add to Big Total 


This is big business; but fortunately it is divided into 
so many small pieces, is so widely distributed, and is so 
natural and spontaneous in its conduct that no big new 
organization has to be set up to handle it. Once the 
official restraints are removed, this big business of 
fixing up homes will again surge ahead. It will start 
instantly. No need here for retooling or reconversions ; 
no delay for new models; no waiting for tests, demon- 
strations or promotion campaigns. An immediate start 
to fill a recognized nation-wide need for home repairs 
and improvements awaits only the official word as to 
when such work would be permitted, patriotic and in 
the public interest. The men and materials for this 
work on the home front can be promptly assigned and 
utilized the moment they are released from their war 
front duties. 

The 1940 U. S. Census has revealed the size, age and 
many of the details of the nation’s present establishment 
for homes and shelter. Reports were made by the 
Census enumerators on every home and family shelter 
unit. Size, value, age, material of construction, state of 
repair, plumbing, heating, lighting, occupancy, mort- 
yage status, and other important facts were recorded, 


*Footnote —‘Housing, Vol. IT, General Characteristics” 16th Census of 
the U. S Supt. of Documents, Washington, D C., 40 cents 


and have been analyzed by the Bureau of the Census.* 

A total of over 37 million dwelling units were found 
and they have an estimated value of $94 billion. This 
is by far the greatest body of money investment of the 
American public. Under the sane principle of “protect 
what we have” such an investment obviously deserves 
adequate care, maintenance and repair. Yet, according 
to the Census reports, 18.3 percent of all dwelling units 
in 1940 were found to be in need of major repairs. This 
percentage means that the huge total of 6,413,727 houses 
and other family shelter units urgently need the services 
of local building mechanics to put them into safe and 
healthful condition. 

The age of each residential structure in the United 
States was determined; and in the Census report they 
are listed by age groups running back 80 years. Of th 
“old timers,” houses built prior to 1920, over 22 million 
were still standing in 1940. This group was 59.4 per 
cent of the total. Four and a half million homes were 
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found to be fifty years or more old; and the group ot 
thirty to fifty year old houses numbered 9,680,404. 

While this is eloquent testimony to the staying powers 
of our typical home construction, it certainly does indi- 
cate a crying need and opportunity for modernization 
and rehabilitation. The owners of these old houses want 
them fixed up. They are dissatisfied with out-moded 
styles, dilapidation and lack of modern conveniences. 
Every community has its share of these “old timers.” 
They cry out to local building industry men for service. 
Here is probably the nation’s biggest backlog of busi- 
ness for the post-war and war-interim periods. 

It was further found by the Census investigators that 
39.1 percent of the dwelling units in the United States 
lacked a bathroom with tub or shower, 58 percent were 
without a central heating plant and 19.7 percent still 
depend on kerosene oil lamps for home lighting. More 
than half, 55.7 percent, were of the small popular size 
of four, five and six rooms. The average value of all 
owner-occupied homes was found to be $3,073 and 
the average rental of all tenant-occupied units $21.17 
per month. 

Urban rents in tLe North averaged $34.73 a month 
however, compared with $6.12 for rural farm homes in 
the South. 

So completely is the American housing scene domi- 
nated by the small, modest home that out of the total 
of 15,195,763 owner-vcccupied units the census takers 
found only 3.3 percent (512,329 homes) to have a value 
of $10,000 or more. 

Reports on the materials of construction used in these 
existing residential structures gave the exterior walls 
as: wood 81.9 percent, brick 11.3 percent, and cement. 
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QUICK FACTS ON EXISTING HOMES 
(from 1940 U. S. Census) 


37,325,470 dwelling units in U. S. 

29,313,708 residential structures 

$94 billion, their estimated value 

30,030,095 (80.5%) in 1- and 2-family houses 
24,908,955 I1-family houses 

6,413,727 (18.3%) units need major repairs 

22,171,329 (59.4%) are 20 years or more old 
14,320,519 (39.1%) lack bathtub or shower 

19,802,230 (58%) are without central heating 
4-, 5- and 6-rooms most frequent size (55.7%) 





Exterior material: Wood 81.9%, brick 11.3%, 
cement and other 6.8% 





stone and “other” 6.8 percent. All told, 69.9 percent had 
running water in the dwelling unit; 64.7 percent had a 
flush toilet inside the structure; and 78.7 percent were 
found to have electric service for lighting and other 
purposes. The value of refrigeration in the home is 
well recognized, since 44.1 percent of the family units 
had mechanical refrigerators plus 27.1 percent ice re- 
frigerators. 

The heating figures are revealing: 21.8 percent of all 
occupied units (for the entire United States, North, 
South and West) were heated with steam or hot water 

(Continued to page 154) 
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IN UNITY STRENGTH. President Burns (center) welcomes new NAHB Secretary Schulenburg (left) and Vice-President Merrion (right). 





W. J. GUINAN, executive secretary, De. 
troit association, and Frank W. Cort. 
tight, NAHB executive vice-president. 


OR THE first ume in the histury of the residential 

building industry, there now exists a strong. well fi- 

nanced national association capable of representing the 
builders of the country in national affairs. 

The final ceremonies cementing the merger of the two 
national associations took place at the Statler Hotel in 
Washington at a two-day conference last month. Forty- 
seven directors representing various city and regional 
builders’ associations were on hand to complete the 
merger details and to meet with government officials to 
discuss war and post-war housing prospects for the 
private builder. 

Fritz Burns, president of the National Association of 
Home Builders, declared: “in the future our progress will 
be multiplied by combined action. This alliance makes us 
completely representative of the home building industry 
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Home Builders Association 


Plans Vigorous Expansion 


Merger details completed at Wash- 
ington meeting and plans laid 
for strong national group to rep- 
resent industry now and in post- 
war. 


Now has 1200 members. 


We will nut only meet opposition but overcome it.” 

Harold Schulenburg of Kirkwood, Mo., former presi- 
dent of the National Home Builders Association, and 
newly elected secretary of NAHB, said the merger 
“wauld place home builders in a position to defend them- 
selves from the hampering regulations of brass hats.” 
Joseph E. Merrion, president of the Metropolitan Chi- 
cago Home Builders Association, became vice-president 
of NAHB. 

The new association is starting out with ample financial 
backing, an aggressive executive vice-president, Frank 
W. Cortright, whose Washington headquarters are at 
1737 K St., N.W., and a membership of some 1200 
builders. One of the important decisions of the meeting 
was to reduce the annual dues from $25 to $10 to bring 
in a larger membership among the rank and file of un 
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TOP U. S. housing officials attend NAHB luncheon at Statler Hotel, at meeting in which war and post-war problems were discussed. Offi. 
cials at head table include John B. Blandford, NHA administrator, Abner Ferguson, FHA commissioner, Earl Draper, deputy FHA com. 
missioner, Col. F. J. C. Dresser of WPB, Malcolm McDonald, OPA lumber distribution, Curt Mack, FHA chief underwriter, and others. 


(right). 


OLD FRIENDS and new friends met as hatchets were buried at merger meeting. Builders shown (left to right): Ralph S. Duke, University 
City, Mo.: David D. Bohannon, San Francisco; Harry J. Durbin, Detroit; Robert Gerholz, Flint, Mich.; Joseph Meyerhoff, Baltimore; Lex 
Marsh, Charlotte, N. C.; Franklin Burns, Denver: Russell Muth. Philadelphia: J. B. Haverstick, Dayton: W. L. Crawford, Baton Rouge. 





rganized builders of the country. The $10 dues entitle 
member to receive the Association’s weekly Wash- 


aad ngton News Letter, a valuable service describing the A Big $10 Worth 

sonnet anging developments at the capital. ; 

them- assure the Association a strong financial backing. 

hats.” inerous individual builders have made large contribu TO encourage increased membership throughout 

1 Chi- 1S A dozen of these were for $500 or more, while one the country, directors of the National Association 
. er contributed $2500. Numerous contributions of of Home Builders have reduced dues to $10 a 

sident to $250 were announced. year. In addition to giving every builder strong 

ancial e new asst ciation is exclusively a residential build- representation in Weretagien. this entitles him to 
eer nization, and its announced purpose is to represent receive the Association's weekly Washington 

a a ¢ builders of the country at Washington and else- News Letter. NAHB headquarters are at 1737 

~ 1200 (Continued to page 154) K St., N.W.. Washington, D. C. 


eeting 2 - 
bring | (See “War Housing Items” by Frank Cortright, 
oe ‘ P. 122, for further information on NAHB activities.! 
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How to do something 


in your town about 


post-war building 


Six practical suggestions for local 


action and local campaigns. 





Build experimental model homes 

S SOON as war conditions permit or WPB says 

materials can be spared, local builders should start 
erecting experimental model homes, putting into effect 
the latest ideas that make for better houses at lower cost. 

The local builder’s association, or a group of local build 
ing interests, might get together to sponsor such a model 
home. A number of such houses erected before the war 
ends would serve as proving grounds for the industry 
and would eliminate a period of trial and error or un 
certainty after the war. 

It is entirely possible that in the near future WPB 
might make available enough material for a few such ex- 
perimental model homes 


A staunch advocate of this idea is Fritz B. Burns, 
president of the National Association of Home Builders 
and a prominent Los Angeles residential builder. 

Burns’ organization has recently installed a research 
division under the direction of Joseph H. Schulte for the 
purpose of gathering and developing new ideas and inno- 
vations in materials and appliances for the post-war 
house. He is working toward the idea of building an 
experimental modern home as soon as possible, and has 
gotten in touch with numerous manufacturers of ma 
terials and equipment regarding their latest products. 

This is certainly a practical, tangible way to bring 
post-war planning down to earth, and get things started 
early. 





Set up apprentice training courses 


ILLIONS of young men “hardened by war” will be 
returning to their home towns and villages all over 

the United States ready and anxious to go to work in 
the building industry. They will be badly needed, for 
never in the history of this country has the supply of 
skilled building workers been so low. 

Obviously something must be done to train these men 
for the operations required in construction. It is not a 
bit too early to start doing something in your town, 
county and state to set up apprentice training courses. 

It has been suggested that Uncle Sam should put serv- 
ice men through a period of training for whatever jobs 
they select before discharging them from the army. That 
idea may have some merit, but it seems probable that the 
boys will be anxious to get back to their home towns as 
soon as possible, and this would be just one more case 
where the Federal government undertakes an operation 
that should be done by the local community. 

Home construction is a local industry and customs, 
methods and procedures vary widely, not only due to local 
habits, but due to local conditions—climate, plans, and 
ivailable materials. 

[It may be that a federal subsidy will be required to en- 
able local communities or perhaps states to set up appren- 
tice training courses. These should be available not only 
to service men but to ex-war workers. : 

It is probable that the State Board of Education should 
organize and co-ordinate the program 





Work for revised tax system 


IGH real estate taxes which load an unjust and untan 

amount of the cost of local government on home 
ownership, are the greatest obstacle to private hom 
building. 

This system can be changed, and it calls for aggressive 
local groups of property owners and building industry 
men to do it. It can’t be done from Washington; it has 
to be started in your own home town. 

An “occupancy tax” is recommended as a new source 
of local revenue. A recent study by the Committee on 
Inter-governmental Fiscal Relations, headed by Dr. 
Harold M. Groves, proposes the following: 


(1) Gradually adopt an occupancy tax either as a supple- 
ment to or replacement for the property tax. This would 
be collected from the occupant of a property whether 
tenant or owner. The amount of the tax would be based 
upon the rent, to cover services to the individual including 
education and police protection. Such services account 
for approximately 2/3 of local governmental costs. 


(2) Side by side with the “occupancy tax,” a compara 
tively small service fee, laid on the property itself to cover 
such matters as municipal facilities, fire protection, and 
the like. 


(3) Unused property would be exempt from the tax on 
rentals. The tax on home rentals might be adjusted upon 
size of the family. A business rental tax would be levied 
at a flat rate 
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Work with CED for post-war plan 


HE Committee for Economic Development is an independ- 

ent, private, non-profit organization doing a notable job to 
ncourage and stimulate private business to plan now for 
post-war employment. 


Headed by Paul G. Hotfman, president of the Stude- 
baker Corporation, the Committee is particularly anxious 
to help small business men to provide jobs quickly once 
the war is over. CED committees are being set up in 
cowns and villages all over the country, the idea being to 
sel up a post-war program to maintain employment in 

ich community. 


\n important book has just been published showing 
ow to proceed, titled “Plan post-war jobs now.” Build- 
‘rs interested in the program or in obtaining a copy of 
this booklet should write John F. Fennelly, executive di- 
rector, Suite 3311, Department of Commerce Building, 
Washington, D. C. 












Demand standardization of parts 
OWER costs, greater speed and greater efficiency would 
result in home building if increased standardization ot 
building products were possible. 

Every builder, material dealer and sub-contractu: 
should be interested in and support the new proposed 
American Standard Basis for the co-ordination of dimen- 
sions of building materials and equipment. 

The American Standards Association, in co-operation 
with the American Institute of Architects and the Pro 
ducers’ Council, proposes a standard 4” module as the 
basis of all construction plans, and as the basis for co 
ordinating and simplifying the dimensions of all building 
products. 

The new basic standards (A. S. A. project A62) would 
be a monumental step forward if adopted by the building 
industry, as it will reduce the vast and coniusing number 
of sizes of building products and simplify their installa 
tion. 








Organize local better post-war 
homes campaign 


geen Builder is placing at the disposal of thousands ot 
communities the information contained in this issue 
ior use in local better post-war homes campaigns. 

suilding men are not going to wait for Washington to 
save their business. Every town must organize its own 
private enterprise campaign for better homes and a better 
post-war community. 

American Builder’s 10-point private enterprise program 
can be put to work locally. Use the material and articles 
in this issue as the basis for local speeches, newspaper 
publicity, letters, displays, posters and promotion. 

Organize a “Post-war Plan for Our Town” committee 
ind enlist the Chamber of Commerce, clubs, civic organi- 
zations, all building interests. 

Right now such a program is being organized by the 
City of Lexington, Kentucky. A local architect, Hugh 
Meriwether, is director. A detailed plan of Lexington’s 


iuture is being prepared, studying its traffic problems, 
huildings, tax values, parks, schools, homes. 

very organization in town is to be enlisted in a vigor- 
ils post-war program to make Lexington the most beau 
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THOUSANDS OF NEWSPAPERS HAVE CARRIED AMERICAN BUILDER'S ARTICLES ON POST-WAR 
BUILDING BY PRIVATE ENTERPRISE—A TOPIC OF KEEN "TEREST TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC. 
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titul home city in the country. 
contained in the plan are as follows: 

1. Rearrangement of local tax structure so that taxable 
value will be determined by a formula in which rental 
value, age of structure and fire hazard as measured by 


Some of the unique ideas 


insurance rates will be factors. This formula is already 

. -: os a) Ths 
developed but will require additional study and state legis 
lation. 

2. Purchase by the city of obsolete buildings in the 
center of the business district. These buildings after pur 
chase will be removed and their sites converted into open 
park areas, thus increasing the rental value and so the tax 
value of the surrounding properties. 

3. Creation of park strips in the centers of the main 
business streets, thus beautifying these areas, dividing 
traffic and aiding pedestrian use. 

4. Correction of overhead wire evil. 


5. Expanding present zoning control into control of 

appearance as well as structural and fire hazard factors 

6. Continuing program of private improvement with 

contests and public award with broad publicity given to 
(Continued to page 112) 
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(Continued from puye 111) 
that firm or individual making the greatest Improvement 
in privately owned buildings for each period. 

It is certainly not too early for building men to organize 
a post-war better homes or rebuilding program for their 
own town. 

With such a basis of local action by communities them- 
selves, it is suggested that some type of a national pro- 
gram to stimulate interest in home ownership be de- 
veloped. An advocate of a program of this type is Clifford 
W. Stuart of the General Electric Company who believes 
that the building material manufacturers of the country 
should co-operate to rekindle interest in home ownership 
throughout the land. He has expressed his ideas in a 
series of ideas on housing and home ownership, as fol- 
lows: 


(1) Adequate housing is a physical and a social neces- 
sity in a high-standard-of-living democracy. The U.S.A. 
needs millions of new houses. 

(2) The greater the number of home owners in this na- 
tion, the greater the number of stable and interested citi- 
zens. The U.S.A. needs millions more of these, too. 

(3) About 60% of our families are renters, 40% owners. 
Yet facts now available indicate 3/5 of the renters would 
prefer to own. How will this latent desire be activated ? 

(4) Household operating and upkeep expenses come 
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oul vl the same pocketbook as mortgage amortization 
payments. Usually high-quality products reduce thie 
former more than they increase the latter—not “in the 
long run” but each month. If the public realized this, 
what effect would it have on the market for quality homes, 
materials and equipment? 

(5) The modern single long-term mortgage brings 
home ownership within the realms of monthly payments 
about the size of rent, and probably it’s cheaper to own 
than to rent. In these days of high income taxes, for 
instance, a house buyer can deduct mortgage interest and 
real estate taxes, which a renter cannot, although he pays 
them indirectly. How will the public learn? 

The need for millions of houses after the war can easily 
be demonstrated. But unless a market for houses is 
created, they will not be built—at least not by private en- 
terprise. A number of government agencies are now ac 
tive and organized in the housing field—some aid, some 
supplant, private operations. 

(8) Better-organized, competing industries are poised 
for a campaign such as we've never witnessed before to 
regain markets—in other words, to entice consumers awa) 
from home buying. 

(9) Other industries have national advertising (i.e. edu- 
cation) of their end-products—automobiles, not just 
bodies and engines; refrigerators, not just boxes and 
motors. Where is the counterpart in building? 





What leaders say about post-war building 


MILES L. COLEAN—‘“When the war is over the need for housing 
in this country will challenge our industrial, financial, and political 
ingenuity. The country could absorb from 900,000 to 1,200,000 new 
dwellings a year for the decade after the war.” 


HENRY KAISER—"The best way to combat the fanciful theories of 
a paternalistic state is for private enterprise to mobilize its tremendous 
capacity.” 


STUART M. CROCKER—"“Government should facilitate and moti- 
vate private construction enterprise where needed, but in no case enter 
into competition with it.” 


PAUL G. HOFFMAN—‘When it comes to providing post-war jobs 
we just can’t chance bringing too little too late. It isn’t plotters on 
the left who constitute the real hazard to our free society but pressures 
from unwanted idleness.” 


JOHN B. BLANDFORD—“We are determined to do our part to 
assure the realization of the hopes of a lot of younger persons who 
aren't going to be content with the way things were done before.” 


ABNER FERGUSON—"FHA is ready at a moment’s notice—needs 
no new legislation—has half a billion dollars of unused insurance 
authorization still outstanding, sufficient for 100,000 houses.” 





JOHN H. SCOTT—“Insurance of mortgages is primarily a function 
of private enterprise. Businessmen engaged in the mortgage business 
ought to organize a private company for insurance of mortgages.” 


WILSON COMPTON—*Lumber for post-war homes will be more 
largely refined, fabricated, treated and assembled. It will provide 
more labor in the factories, will require less labor on the jobs.” 


ROGER W. BABSON—"“Everyone from the president down to the 
humblest workman should join in a plan to glorify the progressive 
builder and businessman. He alone can put people to work and reduce 
public debt.” 


RAY HUBBS—‘Each returning war veteran should receive a model 
home set in the middle of some good old American soil.” 


HARVEY FIRESTONE—“Only by intelligent and effective post- 
war planning can we prevent a crime wave of major proportions.” 


CHARLES A. MULLENIX—"There is nothing this country could 
do for our returning veterans which would so quickly adjust them 
to civilian life as to expedite their purchases of farms and homes.”’ 


HERBERT U. NELSON—“ ‘Homes for Veterans’ could well be the 
theme song for a major post-war program.” 


CYRUS CRANE WILLMORE—"Give a man a piece of ground and 
he has a stake in the community. He is a more valuable citizen.’ 


GEORGE J. HAAS—“The nation will emerge from the war wit! 
capacities for making plastics, synthetic fibers, nitrates, hydro-carbons 
and scores of chemicals on a scale that would have been regarded a 
fantastic before the war.” 


W. C. BELL—“Private enterprise in building is made up ot sma 
independent units—builders—savings and loan banks—retail lumlx 
dealers. Such concerns form a vital part of the two and one-hal 
million small business establishments which constitute the heart an 
soul of the main body of the American system of production an 
distribution.” 


JANET MORROW—" British housewives think that American home: 
are the finest in the world, with the best kitchens, bathrooms, an 
labor saving devices. They want just such houses after the war 


H. R. NORTHUP—'‘We must have a vigorous, well thought-o 
program to lead the building industry in the after-war period.” 





PRIME FACTORS IN POST-WAR BUILDING 


3 to 10 Houses on Con- 








CONTRACTOR tract or for Sale, Light 
BUILDERS Load Industrial, Com- 
mercial, Remodeling. 
Seer aees eae 10 Houses or More in 
MERCHANT Groups, Urban and Su 
BUILDERS urban. For Sale or for 
Rent. 
CARPENTER New Farm Buildings, 
BUILDERS Rural Buildings, Small 


Homes. 





Farm & Rural Build- 
ings, Houses, Remodel- 


LUMBER AND 
BUILDING MATERIAL 


ing, Yard Prefabru a- | 
DEALERS tion. 
Low Cost Houses, | 
PREFABRICATORS 


Tourist Cottages, Small 
Commercial. 





Sheds, Wayside Stands, | 
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That’s the Kind of Hardware 


Used on All Ro-Way 


— 


fhis unretouched 
photo-micrograph 
shows a section of 
Parkerized and 
Painted Ro- Way 
lrack after expo- 
sure to the salt spray test for 251 
hours. At 492 hours, there was evi- 
dent only a red rust spot about the 
size of a pin head. 


Other Exclusive Features 
of Ro-Way Doors include: 
®*‘Crow’s Foot’’ Outer Bearing 
Support. 
® “Zip-Lock’’ Twin Torsion Spring 
\djustment. 
®*'failor Made’’ Springs—power- 
metered after door is weighed. 
® New Friction-Reducing Track. 
®Iimproved Track Rollers with 
‘“double-thick”’ wearing tread. 


OVERHEAD TYPE DOORS 


The Ro-Way ‘‘one-two’’ process of treating all Hardware parts puts 
an end to ‘‘creeping rust’’ and insures both longer service and better 
appearance from these improved Doors of the Overhead Type. Perhaps 
you have noticed the absence of rust streaks on the painted steel parts 
and tracks of Ro-Way Doors. That clean, fresh look they retain through 
long service is due in part to the way Ro-Way protects the hardware 
against rust and corrosion. 


Note this important fact, too. The metal parts of Ro-Way Doors 
are Parkerized after fabricating. That means the inside surfaces of 
bolt holes and the ends of sheared parts have been treated just as 
carefully as the exposed surfaces. 


Parkerizing is the rust-protecting process so widely used by makers 
of fine motor cars, refrigerators, etc. We believe that purchasers 
of Overhead Type Doors are entitled to the same engineering care 
and protection. 

So remember when Ro-Way Doors go on the job, there goes with 
them this double protection of all hardware parts. That’s just another 
extra value which Ro-Way gives, without extra cost. 


Write for special folder on Laboratory Tests showing 
how well Ro-Way hardware parts withstood exposure to 
salt spray for nearly 500 consecutive hours. 


ROWE MANUFACTURING CO. 


769 Holton Street Galesburg, lll., U.S. A. 


LE ee, 
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NOT POST-WAR, BUT RIGHT NOW 
More Adequate Farm 
Structures Must 

Be Permitted 


Vital to Food Production 
Relieves Labor Shortage 


SURVEY of retail lumber dealer stucks shows a 

critical shortage—and in many yards a total ab- 

sence—of the types of lumber generally used by 
farmers for the construction, repair and maintenance 01 
their barns, stables and storage buildings. 

Furthermore, dealers report that they can not now 
obtain such lumber from the mills, that their orders for 
common boards, shiplap and drop siding as customarily 
used for farm building jobs are being refused even 
when supported by the proper AA-2 agricultural use 
rating. 

The mills, in turn, report that the War Production 
Board has not released for them any stock that can be 
shipped oh AA-2 agricultural-use orders and that, under 
present conditions at the mills, they are unable to accept 
and fill these orders trom dealers for farm building type 
lumber. 

This obstacle to urgently needed farm building proj 
ects comes on top of the restrictions and requirements 
of the WPB Limitations Order L-41 which had already 
pinched down and cut off a greater part of the country’s 
normal program of farm building maintenance and 
expansion. It is a serious blow to the farm front in its 
effort to respond to the world-call for greatly increased 
food production. 

It should be removed along with the other obstacles 
and discouragements to all-out agricultural production 
which have confused and hampered the farmers. 

No part of our war effort is more important than the 
production of food; it is vital to success on the fighting 
fronts, on the home front and, in ever increasing quan 
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CLEAR the path now for needed repairs and enlargements to our 
food and crop-production farm buildings. It’s a $10 billion job. 


tities, for the rescue and succor of the liberated peoples, 
as our victorious armed forces advance. Building im 
provements on the farm save labor, conserve teed 
prevent spoilage and increase the health, comfort and 
productivity of dairy and beef cattle, hogs, sheep and 
poultry. 

NOW is the time-—and not later on—that farmer-type 
lumber should be directed back into the retail yards 
where it can quickly be put to work on farm building 
repairs and farm plant expansion to help increase food 
production and relieve the farm labor shortage. Good 
buildings, sanitary stables and feeding floors, silos, cori 
cribs, granaries, root and fruit storehouses, poultry 
houses, stock shelters, self feeders—these all constitute 
the farmers’ factory; and, as in any other business, ii 
the production is going to be substantially increased 
the factory plant has to be increased, or made mort 
efficient, or both. 

The U.S. Census for 1940 reported the total value oi 
buildings on the nation’s 6,096,799 farms as $10,400,- 
000,000. This was almost half as much (46.8 per cent) 
as the value of the farm land—$22,200,000,000. Farm 
implements were reported as having a value of $3, 
000,000,000. 

Farm employment for 1941 stood at 10,267,000, count 
ing both family members and hired workers, according 
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture; which also 
states that the cash farm income for 1941, from crops 
and livestock, amounted to $11,185,430,000. 

It has been estimated by many building industr\ 
authorities that the present need for repairs and re- 
modeling on existing farm structures and for clearl) 
indicated new construction totals the staggering sum 
of $10,000,000,000. This is probably not an exaggera- 
tion, because for twenty years prior to the present era 
the nation’s farm plant was very much neglected, due to 
depressed farm market conditions. 

From 1920 to 1940 there was a shrinkage in value 0! 
farm lands and buildings of almost 50 percent—fron 
aver $66 billion in 1920 to $8 billion in 1930 to 

(Continued to page 141) 
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Speedy Solution for 
War-time Roofing Problems 


@ Yes, speedy, because this new Barrett 
shingle is quick-laying. The locking device 
is fast-engaging, easy—not tricky—to apply. 
This means time-saving and labor-saving— 
important considerations in these days of 
labor shortages. 

Time-proved in principle, the Barrett 
Spear-lock device is simplicity itself, yet it 
is a positive system of locking which com- 
pels shingles to lie flat, stay put and fit the 


roof like a glove. Moreover, Spear-lock 
shingles are pleasing in design—give the roof 








trim, handsome appearance. 

Self-aligning notches—an important fea- 
ture of Barrett Spear-locks that automatically 
lines up the shingles on the roof—obviate 
chalk marking. 

This timely, low-cost, long-lasting roofing 
development is typical of Barrett, depend- 
able source of quality roofing materials for 
89 years. Let us give you full details on all 
the selling points that make the new Barrett 
Spear-lock shingles one of the most profit- 
able opportunities on the market today. 


THE BARRETT DIVISION 


ALLIED CHEMICAL & DYE CORPORATION 


































BARRETT BUILT-UP ROOFS. 


ROCK wooL INSULATION. 


#*. ~ &, a 






40 RECTOR STREET, NEW YORK 


. Ye loa ae dk fo eae * ae I 
»-SHINGLES AND SIDINGS..ROLL ROOFINGS 


-ROOF COATINGS AND PROTECTIVE PRODUCTS 
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New Rural Credit System Needed 


Mortgage bankers advocate farm mortgage 
insurance plan to stimulate private lend- 
ing; will better serve borrowing needs of 
and relieve drain on Treasury 


farmers 

HERE are 6,096,799 farms in the United States, with an 

estimated total value of $33,642,000,000. Of this total, 
an estimated 2,670,397 (43.8 per cent) are mortgaged 
for about $6,350,000,000. More than half of the farm mort- 
gages are held by individual private investors, the balance by 
insurance companies, banks and other institutions. Most oi 
the individual investors are retired farmers, or country-town 
people who are directly or indirectly interested in farm lands. 

The farm-loan experience of both institutional and indi- 
vidual investors has been turbulent and rather unhappy during 
the past 25 years. The institutional investors had no provision 
in their mortgage contracts, other than foreclosure, for pe- 
riods of deficient farm income. As a result, during the 1930's 
they had to take over large numbers of farms durimg an era 
of depressed land prices. The expense was enormous and 
they still are trying to get out from under the huge burden 
of acquired properties. 

Individual investors had a little more flexibility in pro 
visions of their loans, because their relationships with bo: 
rowers are more personal and direct, but the result was little 
if any, better than the experience of institutional investors 
rhe Monster that occurred to farm loans during the 30’s mace 
them unpopular with disillusioned individual investors who 
previously had regarded them as the safest of all loans. 


Government Unsuccessful in Farm Loan Field 


Government agencies such as Federal Loan Banks and 
l‘ederal Farm Mortgage Corporation were established about 
25 years ago to make direct loans in areas not adequately 
served by private lenders. They were not originally intended 
as emergency measures, but during the depression years they 
were called upon to serve much as the Home Owners Loan 
Corporation served in the residential field. These govern 
ment farm loan agencies took over distressed properties and 
thereby relieved much of the strain on severely taxed facilities 
of institutional lenders. Individual lenders, however, frequent 
ly took their losses and suffered in silence. 

The Federal Loan Banks and Federal Karm Mortgage Cor 
poration are not financial successes, partly because of way- 
in which they are set up, and partly because they undertool 
an impossible task. In 1942 President Roosevelt signed a bil! 
extending the 34%-per cent interest rate on Federal Loan 
Bank and Loan Bank Commissioner loans for another two 
years. At the time, he estimated that the subsidies paid out 
during this two-year extension period to those whose interest 
rates are lower than their contract rates will cost the Federal 
Treasury $67,000,000. So large a loss, even in these days oi 
iantastic financing, is disturbing. It indicates size and scop« 
of the farm financing problem. 

Summarizing the current situation we see individual in- 
vestors scared of the farm field, institutional investors still 
working off the acquisitions of depression years, and govern 
ment agencies paying out huge subsidies each year. There 
can be little question but what some new form of rural credit 
system is needed. 

Several years ago the Mortgage Bankers Association of 
America appointed a Farm Mortgage Committee to study 
the situation. It proposed mutual mortgage insurance of 
privately made farm loans, patterned after FHA insurance 
in the urban loan field. Mutual mortgage insurance for farm 
loans, provided by the Federal government and administered 
by a government agency would, in the opinion of the com 
mittee, enable private capital to re-acquire and retain a large 
part of the farm mortgage indebtedness for which more than 
adequate investment funds now are available. It is believed 


that such a program would work to mutual advantage oj 
borrower and lender, and would relieve the Federal Treasury 
of much of its present subsidy burden. 

Mutual mortgage insurance as proposed for the farm field, 
should include provisions for an independent, standard ap. 
praisal, to reduce cost of acquisition, thereby eliminating 
some wasteful features of present competition. It should 
extend benefits of its insurance plan to individual investors, 
who at present frequently are unable to compete with the 
more favorable rates and terms offered by institutional lend- 
ers. The plan should strive, so far as possible, to provide 
uniform costs of mortgage funds to farmers in all territories, 
Insurance facilities should be available for short-term loans, 
and the program should include provisions for meeting emer- 
gency periods of low farm income without taking over the 
properties under the least favorable conditions. 

Private lenders in the past have not fully covered the field 
They made loans only where they best knew conditions, or 
where they felt it was safest. They were thinking of invest- 
ment opportunities rather than the nation-wide borrowing 
needs of farmers. It is confidently expected that farm mort- 
gage insurance would encourage private investors to make 
available sufficient farm mortgage money to meet the bor- 
rowing needs of farmers in all places and at all times with- 
out recourse to direct government loans. 

More than half the farm mortgage borrowing, according 
to the committee, involves short-term loans that are preferred 
by borrowers, even though they cost more than long-term 
iully amortized loans. Only the latter type are available 
through the Federal Land Banks and Farm Loan Commis- 
sioner. It is believed that mortgage insurance could and 
should cover short-term loans, thereby better meeting the 
mortgage needs of farmers. 

Inclusion of provisions for extending time of both prin- 
cipal and interest payments in times of depression would en- 
able all loaning agencies to avoid repetition of some of their 
troubles of the 1930's. 

The committee points out that Federal Land Banks an 
Federal Farm Mortgage Corporation have made loans i 
line with the long-range policy of the Department of Agri- 
culture regarding unwise expansion of agricultural produc 
tion. Private capital has not always been so considerate o/ 
over-all national needs and at times has loaned money it 
territories where it was not permanently needed. [If mutual 

(Continued to page 140) 





How Length of Amortization, Interest 
Rates and Taxes Affect Home Buying 
In the sale of a $4,600 house with a $4,250 mortgage amor- 
tized over 25 years, at 4'2% interest, the following is o 
breakdown of monthly cost to the home buyer: 


AMORTIZATION SCHEDULE 


Total 


Monthly Payment __s paid in over 25 years 

FHA Premium ..... $ 1.71 $ 303.00 
Hazard Insurance .. 1.04 312.00 
Monthly Tax ...... 12.65 3795.00 
Interest 15.94 2390.00 
Principal 7.69 4250.00 
TOTALS ...... $39.03 $11,059.00 


Annual income needed to purchase on above basis. .$1873.00 
Annual income needed to 
same interest and period, if tax is eliminated..... 
Annual income needed to purchase same house, 
mre. DI, De GI. ono. oc cc ccccecccocscen 1478.00 
Annual income needed to 


purchase same house, 
1266.00 





so-ye. potted, S% taterest. ... 2... cece ccc wee 1153.00 
Annual income needed to purchase $3600 house, 
same terms, if tax is eliminated 679.00 | 
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CE 
Pehabrieation’s Dorit LACK 


Mr. Lumber Dealer 


How many $2500 homes did you sell in 1941? 
For how many did you make plans and estimates? 
For how many did you negotiate loans? 
For how many did you finance the carpenter-contractor ? 
On how many did you foot the bill for the contractor’s bad manag- 
ing? 
On how many did you have arguments with purchasers? 
How many were completed and paid for within 90 days? 
How many were profitable to you? 

And— 
For how many $2500 homes did you make plans and estimates 
and not sell? Considering these, was your $2500 home business 
profitable after overhead? 
Our postwar packaged homes will be pre-planned and _ pre-esti- 
mated. Your salesman will spend his time selling rather than 
figuring. Your customer can see in advance what he is buying. 
Values will be pre-established with financing institutions to facili- 
tate financing. Your costs are known because your risk inherent 
in field construction is out. You can complete a deal in 30 days 
and have your money ..... Your profit is in the materials you 
sell—a much greater proportion of the total costs will be for 
materials. Your profit is in the volume you handle—with the same 
capital investment, the same overhead and the same effort, you 
can handle a much greater volume... . . Plan now to be our dealer 
in your community. Only established dealers of high standing 
need bother to write us. Nothing until our war orders are com- 
pleted, of course. 


Buy a Home in the Peace to Follow 
With the Bonds You Buy Today. 











HOUSTON A2“2C7 HOUSE CO. 


Gnifabricators Sivece 1947 


POLK AVENUE HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Bibliography of Post-War Planning Information 


Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America, Washington, D.C. 
A series of Bulletins on Post-War Readjustments, all written by Emer- 
son P. Schmidt, Economist. Six have so far been issued: (1) “Why 
Plan for the Post-War Period?”; (2) “Is Post-War Collapse Inevitable? 
The Short-Run Favorable Factors”; (3) “Some Unfavorable Factors” ; 
(4) “Maladjustments in the Post-War’; (5) “Absorbing the Total Labor 
Supply”; and (6) “The Problem of Business Incentives.” 

“Plan Now for Future Public Works,” another Chamber of Commerce 
publication, suggests a “workpile of private and public construction 
projects in the blueprint and specification stage” so that advantage may 
be taken of construction opportunities immediately after the war. 20 pp. 

“Your Stake in Capitalism’? by Eric A. Johnston, President of the 
C. of C. Analyzes the essential steps to be taken to make capitalism 
function effectively in the interests of all groups. 1943. 


“The Role of Public Works” by Col. Willard Chevalier. Evaluation of 


conditions under which public works should and should not be employed - 


in the post-war economy. 1943. 


Dayton Chamber of Commerce, Dayton, Ohio. “Manual of Post-War 


Planning.”” A guide to companies needing help in planning for the post- 
war, prepared for the use of business executives. 14 pp. 

Chamter of Commerce, Baltimore, Md. ‘The Baltimore Plan.” A guide 
for citizens to restore business, preserve private enterprise, promote 


iseful public works and increased employment. 23 pp. 1943. 
Western Homes Foundation, 364 Stuart Bldg., Seattle 1, Wash. ‘The 
Homecoming Home” by W. C. Bell, Foundation chairman. Written to 


inspire organized planning for the homecoming of service men. 16 pp. 1943. 


The Producers’ Council, Inc., 815 15th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 
“Post-War Planning for the Construction Industry,” a statement of 
needs, objectives and procedures of a program to prepare construction 
industry to do its part in maintaining full employment. 28 pp. 1942. 





American Academy of Political and Social Science, 3457 Walnut st. 
Philadelphia. ‘“Re-employment and Post-War Planning” by Col. John N, 


Andrews. An analysis of problem of finding employment for discharged 
members of the armed forces. ““The Annals,” pp. 186-192, March, 1942. 
$2.00. 


Public Affairs Committee, Inc., 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N.Y. 
“The Airplane and Tomorrow’s World,”’ by Waldemar Kaempffert. Pub. 
lic Affairs Pamphlet No. 78. 1943. 10c. “War, Babies, and the Future,” 
by William Fielding Ogburn. Public Affairs Pamphlet No. 83. 1943. 10¢ 


Simmons-Boardman Publishing Corp., 105 W. Adams St., Chicago. “How 
to Preserve Private Enterprise,”” by Samuel] O. Dunn. Undesirability 0; 
permanent government planned and dominated economy after the war, 
and what should be done to re-establish and maintain free private enter. 


prise in the United States. 12 pp. 1943. 

American Management Assn., 330 W. 42nd St., New York, N.Y. “Popu. 
lation Shifts and Income Changes,” by Philip M. Hauser. 1943. 
National Planning Assn., 800 21st St., N.W., Washington, D.C. “Urban 


Redevelopment and Housing.” Planning Pamphlet No. 10 containing 
findings of the Division of Research and Statistics, Board of Governonm 
of the Federal Reserve System. 24 pp. 1942. 

“Better Homes—Better Farming,” Planning Pamphlet No. 11. Post. 
war problems of care of the land, use of forests, better farming, better 
rural homes and community living are discussed. 9 pp. 1942. 25c. 


American Society of Planning Officials, 1313 E. 
Blighted Urban Areas and Their Rehabilitation: 
References.” 13 pp. 1940. 


60th St., Chicago 
A Selected List of 


American Planning and Civic Assn., 901 Union Trust Bldg., Washington, 
D.C. “Housing and Blighted Areas—A Report to the NAREB,” by Ar. 
thur Binns. 3 pp. 1941. “Urban Redevelopment Corp.—A _ Legislative 


¥. W. Dodge Corp., 119 W. 40th St., New York City. “Building Ahead,” Victory in New York,” by A. C. Holden. 16 pp. 1941. 

a booklet containing historical records of peace- 

time construction, activity data on this year’s The Urban Land Institute, 1737 K St., N.W. 

war construction, and indications as to what lies ae Pe _ Washington, D.C. A Proposal for Rebuilding 

ahead in the near future and in the past-war | Blighted City Areas. 8 pp. 1942. 

period. 30 pp. 1943. } “The Present and Ultimate Effects of Decen- 
HERE are valuable | tralization upon American Cities,’”” by Harland 

Twentieth Century Fund, 330 W. 42nd St., New Bartholomew. 12 pp. 1940. 

York. “Post-War Planning in the United States,” sources of reference ma- | 

by George B. Galloway. Summarizes the findings s _ | Citizens’ Housing Council of New York, 470 4th 

of the National Resources Planning Board in ‘ terial to help you in your Ave., New York, N.Y. “Economic Study of Thir- 

1942 and rounds up in general the entire post- P . teen Depressed Districts in Manhattan.” 44 pp. 1941 

war picture. Revised Jan. 1943. 60c. A new post-war planning. Prices PI 

housing study will be ready next month. are given where known, | — Combustion, Toledo, Ohio. “Digest of 

Marketing, a pocket-size publication of which 

American Institute of Architects, A741 New York but much of the material § ‘"« July-August issue was Vol. I, No. 1. It offen 

Ave., Washington, D.C. From “The Octagon, | a digest of information helpful in post-war plan- 

publication of the A.I.A., have been reprinted two is free. If you are inter- ning by condensing and presentiny articles from 

articles comprising a Statement on Post-War Re- leading publications, speeches, charts and dia 

‘onstruction Problems. 20 pp. 1943. ested, write the organiza- grams, and is a service of the Janitrol Sale 

Clinic. 


National Lumber Manufacturers Assn., 1319 18th 
St., N.W., Washington, D.C. “Home Building and 
Home Ownership After the War,” reprint of an ad- 
iress delivered by Dr. Wilson Compton of the As- 
sociation, and issued in pamphlet form. 8 pp. 1943. 








National Association of Manufacturers, 14 W. 49th St., New York 20, 
N.Y. A series of publications on various phases of the subject of post- 
war planning: “Bench Marks for Tomorrow's Progress,”” a panel dis- 
cussion at the 1941 Congress of American Industry. 

“Discussions on the Post-War Outlook,” including two addresses and a 
symposium from the War Congress of American Industry. 1942. 

“Free Competitive Enterprise and the Common Man,” an address by 
Frederick C. Crawford, president of N.A.M. 

“Jobs, Freedom and Opportunity,”’ preliminary views of the Post-War 
Problems Committee of N.A.M. 47 pp. 1943. 

“Management's Responsibility in the Post-War World,” an address by 
Henry J. Kaiser at the War Congress of Industry. 1942. 

“Peacetime Plans of Industrial Companies,” a cross-sectional report, 
prepared by the N.A.M. Corporation Peacetime Planning Committee. 

“Preparing Now for Post-War Problems,” from a report of the N.A.M. 
Committee on Post-War Problems. 1942. 

“The Post-War Prospect,” a series of articles by Wilfred Sykes, chair- 
man of N.A.M. Post-War Committee. 

“Testimony to the Future,” a cross-sectional report of Post-War Indus- 
trial Research. 20 pp. 1943. 


Brookings Institution, 722 Jackson Place, Washington, D.C. 
Boom at the End of the War?” by 


“Collapse or 
Harold G. Moulton and Karl T. 


Schlotterbeck. Business trends following wars, likely conditions at end 
of this war and economic outlook during first few years after war. 
40 pp. 1942. 25c. 


A. F. of L. Weekly News Service, Washington, D.C. 
Banish Fear of Want.” 
June 8, 


“The AFL Plan to 
A series of proposals, which began with the 
1943 issue of the Service. 


United Automobile, Aircraft and Agricultural Implement Workers of 
America, (CIO) Detroit, Mich. “Post War Program,”’ an extensive pro- 
gram for health, education, security, to be supported by taxes based on 
ability to pay, increased inheritance taxes, and ceilings on profits and 
incomes. 6 pp. 1943 





tion named. 





iwo additional Surface Combustion publication: 
are “The New Peacetime Market” and “Blue 
print for Post-War,” both reprints in 32-page 
pamphlet form of speeches made by two company 
executives. 1943. 





National Housing Agency, 1600 Eye St., Washington, D.C. “A Handbook 
on Urban Redevelopment for Cities in the United States.” 1941. 
“Bibliography on Post-War Housing and Urban Redevelopment.” 4A 
mimeographed bibliography which includes most of the significant Ameri 
can and British publications having to do with post-war urban develop. 
ment and relationship of housing programs to post-war rebuilding. 


Senate Document No. 65. “Draft in Reverse After the War,” by Car 
A. Gray. Plan for utilization of Selective Service and its co-operating 
agencies to aid returning servicemen to find suitable peacetime jobs. 2 
pp. 1943. U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. Free. 


Committee for Economic Development, Dept. of Commerce Bldg., Wash 
ington 25, D.C. “Plan Post-War Jobs—Now,” a description of nationa 
post-war goals and approaches to be used by individual industrial com- 
panies in planning to reach such goals. Contains a plan for estimating 
post-war factory employment in a community. 35 pp. 1943. 

“Preparing for High Levels of Employment and Productivity” is a 
other C.E.D. publication. 


Department of Commerce, Washington, D.C. “Markets After the Wat 
an Approach to Their Analysis’ by S. Morris Livingston. Designed 
provide some of the background and perspective so essential to an &P 
praisal of potential domestic markets after the war. 52 pp. 25c. 
“Community Action for Jobs and Profits” is a guide for the use of 
local leaders in working out post-war plans, aggressively putting then 
into effect. The book includes Guide Sheets to simplify surveys. 


National Resources Planning Board. “The Role of the Housebuildin 
Industry by Miles L. Colean,” a pamphlet outlining the opportunitie 
for private enterprise on the supply of housing, some of the obstacles ® 
be overcome and some of the governmental aids which may be 

30 pp. 1942. Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C., 10¢. 


Other post-war planning pamphlets issued by the Board before its d* | 


solution are, “After Defense— What?” ; 
ment”; “Better Cities”: 
Documents. 10¢ each 


“After the War—Full Employ 
and “Post-War Planning.” Superintendent 
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ON'T PASS UP bids on essential] 

new construction or remodeling 
jobs because labor is scarce—or time 
too short. Armstrong's Monowall 
helps you solve both problems because 
it provides a practical, decorative 
finish for walls and ceilings in one 
simple—fast—operation. 

Monowall saves time and labor be- 
cause no special preparation of wall or 
ceiling surfaces is required. Its large 
boards Cup to 4’ x 12’) are quickly 
erected with Armstrong’s CM-50 Ce- 
ment to old or new plaster, gypsum 
lath, wood, or other dry and firm 
bases. No unusual skill or special tools 
are needed. Monowall cuts and trims 
like wood, and is easily fitted into 


Ce er 


2 a ae la 8 Mi BO, 
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joint-concealing channels and mold 
ings furnished by Armstrong. Any 
competent workman can do the job 
quickly and well, working alone. 

There's no finishing to do—and that 
saves a lot more time. Armstrong 
applies Monowall’s gleaming, durable 
finish at the factory. 

Monowall is designed for modern 
interiors—both commercial and resi- 
dential. Its plain colors and scored 
tile-designs are adaptable to any 
decorative scheme. 

Get samples and illustrated litera- 
ture now. Just write Armstrong Cork 
Company, Building Materials Mz, 
Division, 1610 Lincoln Street, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 














ARMSTRONG’S MONOWALL 


MADE BY THE MAKERS OF TEMLOK INSULATION—SHEATHING, LATH, DE LUXE INTERIOR FINISH 
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HOW TO LAY HEX ASPHALT SHINGLES 
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Prepared by 


flashing 
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PLAN SHOWING “HEXAGONAL” METHOD 


Don Graf la 

Size of strip. - - 114s" x 36" 

Grade of shingles . Standard 

Headlap a a 

Builders’ short cuts. time savers and Exposure. . f a 4%" 
Weight in lbs. per square applied ; 167 

Number of strips required per square of roof . - 86 
£ laid root 193 


own in convenient 
Total area of roofing per square © 


Number of nails required per square of roof . 344 
$9.75 


Average cost per square appli 
Average cost per square applied SE States 


how-to-do-it ideas sh 
3x5 notebook size fo 
job. A con 


r use in office oF 





on the tinuing editorial 


ature appearing mo’ 
r sale or avail- 


source than the 


nthly. Sheets oF 
Hexagonal pattern strip shingles are more vulnerable 
to driving rains than square tab shingles. They should 
rial and should 


always be laid with an underlay mate 
to roots of slight pitch. The best 


never be applied 

practice is to consider 6" rise per foot of run as 4 
minimum slope. The flashing at the eaves should pro- 
ject Ye" to 4" beyond the edge of the roof boards to 


form a drip. aeroet BS70 
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notebooks are not fo 


able from any other 
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HOW TO PLAN A FUEL BIN 


OCTOBER 1943 


HOW TO FIND SIDES OF 30-60° BAYS 
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k-Ceiling height ~*| 
Fuel 5-6" 


2-6" sq. steel \ Shovel opening 


shovel plate ’ 


The bin with a corner opening provides somewhat less capacity 
than the center opening bin for the same floor area. Starting with 
a 2'-6" square shovel plate and extending the size in both length 
and width by | foot at a time we ge 

chart. EXAMPLE A bin 6'-6"' square trimmed to 5'-6 will hold 2.9 
tons of coke, 3.9 tons of soft coal, or 4.4 tons of hard coal 
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“You can take it from me, baby, 
because I've seen a lot of roofs in 
my travels. You're landing in a 
snug berth your home's got a 
new Certain-teed roof!” 

Doctor Stork’s right! For a 
bright, new Certain-teed roof is a 
sure sign of a well-protected home 

. weathertight, shipshape, and 
snug! And Certain-teed Shingles are 
mighty pretty, too come in 
good-looking colors and blends. And 
wear? They're “Millerized” —super- 
saturated with moisture-proof as- 
phalt—then heavily coated with 
mineral granules. 

But most important, they’re fire- 
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resistant—carry the Fire Under- 
writers’ Approval Label. That means 
greater safety! 

HOW ABOUT YOUR ROOF? Need a 
new one? Act now! Winter's on the 
way! Our Government urges every- 
body to keep homes in good repair. 
And there’s plenty of Certain-teed 
Shingles available. 


FREE Booklet! New Reets fer Old! 


he wartime to give your home a 
a lease on, Sife—crennmnially with 
Certain-teed Asphalt Shingles. Write to 
Dept. B-5, Certain-teed Products Corp.. 
120 S. LaSalle St., Chwago, Ill. 


DON'T FORGET, we've only BEGUN to fight! 


* soe the thing through Boy Wer Bonds! ™ 






(ERTA IN~TEED 


PRODUCTS 


There’s 
No Priority 


on 
Making 
Friends! 


Call it ‘‘ goodwill advertising’’ 
or ‘V-Day insurance’’—the 
Building Industry has a job to 
do now... making friends (and 
customers) for Tomorrow! 


That’s why Certain-teed adver- 
tising keeps at it this Fall in 
American Home, Better 
Homes & Gardens, Country 
Gentleman, Successful Farm- 
ing and Progressive Farmer 
... Selling Certain-teed for you to 
millions in an unforgettable way! 


CERTAIN-TEED 
PRODUCTS CORPORATION 


120 South La Salle Street 
Chicago 3, Il. 


























ADVISORY GROUP FORMED: 
For the first time in the history o1 
this, the second largest industry in 
the country, a committee completely 
representative of all phases of the in- 
dustry has been formed. It is com- 
posed of twenty-two presidents of 
professional, contracting, subcon- 
tracting, home building, manufactur- 
ing, distributing, financing and real 
estate associations. At the sugges- 
tion of certain officials of the War 
Production Board, the United States 
Chamber of Commerce assembled 
this group, and Mr. E. P. Palmer, 
Chairman of the Construction and 
Civic Development Department 
Committee of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce serves as its 
chairman. 


MEETS WITH WPB: On \Vednes 
day, September 15, this committee 
and a number of prominent labor 
officials met with Arthur Whiteside, 
Vice Chairman of Civilian Require- 
ments, and Mr. Joseph Keenan, Vice 
President of Labor Production of 
the War Production Board. 


LABOR PRESENTS CASE: The 
presidents of a number of labor 
unions representing the various 
trades of the construction industry 
spoke for an early relaxation of 
existing restrictive orders and better 
use of available manpower. It is es- 
timated that nearly 600,000 men will 
be released from construction activi 
ties during the next six months. In 
that many of these are totally un- 
suited for war plant work, it was 
urged by Labor that they be em 
ployed either in maintenance and re 
pair work in the plants, or in non 
war construction. 


L-41 STANDS: As Vice President 
in Charge of the Facilities Branch 
of WPB, Mr. Johnson dispelled 
whatever optimism may have previ 
ously existed as to an early modifi 
cation of L-41. In a clear-cut state- 
ment this official made it very plain 
that until our production of ships. 
planes, guns and tanks was equal to 
the needs of the armed services, his 
division would not approve of any 
major relaxations. On the other 
hand, he agreed that maintenance 
and repair must be kept at a full 
level to preserve the civilian econ- 
omy, particularly insofar as public 
health and safety are concerned 
There has been much loose talk ac- 
cording to Mr. Johnson. regarding 
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By Frank W. Cortright aan 
Executive Vice-President, National Association : — 
of Home Builders of the United States A A ™ 


the easing up of critical materials 
and manpower in some areas. Un- 
fortunately, most of this is inac- 
curate, he believes, and recent opti- 
mistic statements as to civilian con- 
struction being permitted are as yet 
unwarranted. 


L-41 BEING REWRITTEN: |: is 
a matter of public knowledge that 
this primary restrictive order is now 
being rewritten, but we are informed 
that the major objective is merely 
that of clarification. Hardship cases 
—construction permitted to take 





FLASH!—As we go to press, word 
is received that the House has just 
passed the FHA bill (H.R. 3291). We 
are informed that it was approved 
in the following form: 


(A) TITLE VI increased by $400.- 
: 000,000 and extended to July 
1, 1945. 


(B) TITLE I extended to July 1, 
1947 and amended so that 
FHA has the authority to in- 
crease the insurance premium 
from the present charge of 
three-fourths of one per cent to 
a full one per cent if deemed 
advisable. 


(C) TITLE Il was 
July 1, 1946. 


extended to 











care of such things as replenishing 
fire losses, or in instances where a 
particular hardship is imposed, will 
be taken care of. Procedures may 
be liberalized in the case of war 
housing projects under $10,000, or 
where the amount of metal applied 
for does not exceed 2,000 pounds of 
steel and 100 pounds of copper. 
Finally, it is hoped that the various 
amendments to L-41 will be codefied 
and spelled out so that somebody 
else besides a Philadelphia lawyer 
can understand it. 


$400,000,000 FOR TITLE VI: 
Breaking all records for fast action, 
Congressman Steagall’s Banking and 
Currency Committee, in a two hour 
hearing, unanimously agreed to re- 
port this important measure to the 
floor with the recommendation for 
immediate passage. 
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NHA JUSTIFIES REQUEST: |; 


addressing the Steagall Committee, 


Administrator Blandford presented 
his case in his usual thorough and 
masterful fashion. Supplementing 
his testimony, a complete summary 
of the present status of the war 
housing program was given to each 
committee member. The total war 
housing program for the year July 
1943 to July 1944 calls for 925,295 
accommodations, of which 560,000 
must be found in existing private 
structures, the remainder to be pro- 
vided by construction or conversion. 
Of the family units to be built, it is 
contemplated that 176,295 will be 
erected by private enterprise and 
164,095 temporary units will be built 
with public funds. 


CONSTRUCTION, 1944 PRO. 
GRAM: Of the 181,202 units esti- 
mated to be built by private enter. 
prise in the fiscal 1944 war housing 
program, 81,702 have already been 
assigned to specific localities and 
99,500 will be assigned before the 
close of the fiscal year. With this 
proposed program added to the war 
housing already underway, it will 
mean that private enterprise will 
have constructed, either by conver- 
sion or new building, approximately 
1,060,000 family units. The total pro- 
gram of publicly financed construc- 
tion is approximated at 660,000 fam- 
ily units, mostly TDU’s, dormitories 
and trailers. 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION: 
In explanation of the request for 
$400,000,000, the basic premise is that 
FHA will continue to insure in the 
future, as it has in recent months, 
85% of all privately financed con- 
struction. The average insured value 
per unit is expected to be $4,100.00 
This average compares with a figure 
ot $3,468.00 for Title VI insurance 
already written, and $3,929.00 under 
outstanding commitments. There is 
clear evidence in recent applications 
that costs are rising as shown by 
average application figures in July o/ 
$4,354.00. By allowing an appro- 
priate reduction of 6% from applica: 
tions to value of insurance written 
FHA arrives at the estimated aver- 
age cost of $4,100.00. 


LOSSES UNDER TITLE VI: [hi 
National Housing Agency is closely 
watching development of the Title 
VI insurance fund. It will not, 0! 
course, meet any real test until the 
post-war period. However, it ' 
possible to calculate now that ac- 
cumulated reserves (after deducting 
all past and anticipated future ad- 
ministrative expenses) added to the 
$10,000,000 originally placed in the 
fund, will pay all losses involved 
foreclosures up to 11 3/10 per cent 
of cases insured. This would permit 
the foreclosure of about 33,000 of the 
300,000 cases insured before the gov 
ernment would be asked to com 
tribute any further money, 
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The home of the future will use a lot of aluminum in 
its construction. That’s an “educated” prediction. 
\s a result of war work more designers and manu- 
facturers than ever before are now accustomed to 
working with aluminum. They are anxious to utilize 
its many advantages. 

Look at the rapid progress aluminum windows 
were making before the war took them off the 
market. Their easy operation, weathertightness and 
line appearance sold them then, and they continue 
to keep home owners happy. Many a family buying 
war bonds to apply on a 
postwar home has men- 
tally specified “Aluminum 


Windows”. 
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Thresholds and doors, made of aluminum, can 
successfully combat the conditions that make the 
going so tough for materials now used. Colored 
aluminum offers exciting possibilities for trim and 
other decorative uses in the home of the future. 
It doesn’t take much imagination to visualize many 
places in which strong, durable, attractive alumi- 
num can be used to advantage. 

Remember, in considering aluminum, you can 
think in terms of lower costs than ever before. On 
ingots, aluminum is 25 per cent lower than in 1939. 
New manufacturing techniques and large quantity 
production have already lowered prices for all 
fabricated aluminum products. ALUMINUM COMPANY 
or America, 1940 Gulf Bldg., Pittsburgh, Penna. 
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The Building Industry— 
Key to Private Enterprise 


(Continued from page 75) 


prise the local building industry for 
that community. We should keep 
in mind that building is national in 
scope but local in application. 

There are representatives of the 
realty group to provide land, brok- 
erage and management services. 
They are from the ranks of 120,000 
real estate brokers, agents and land- 
development firms, not including an 
uncounted army of individual land 
owners. 

Financing needs of the industry 
are provided by approximately 7,000 


savings and loan assucialiOns, murt- 
gage bankers and life insurance com- 
panies that employ approximately 
20,000 persons, not including another 
uncounted small army of individdal 
investors. 

An architectural group, consisting 
of architects, designers and drafts- 
men, numbers 120,824. 

We might next briefly consider 
some uncounted miscellaneous 
groups whose members are only 
partially dependent upon construc- 
tion. They include various utility 
services involving the providing of 
water, gas, electricity and _ tele- 
phones, the surveying of land, build- 
ing of streets, and transportation. 
Legal services are provided by title 














HE FAMOUS "SCRATCH-TEST CHANGED 


THE FLOOR BUYING HABITS OF MILLIONS 
BY PROVING THE DURABILITY OF 
‘BRUCE-WAY’ FINISH AS COMPARED 
WITH ORDINARY FINISH ! 


Wie BRUCE STREAMLINE FLOORING 
LAID IN THE PAST 3 YEARS WOULD 
BE ENOUGH TO FLOOR EVERY HOME 
IN THE STATE OF MAINE! 


— BLOCK FLOORING AND STREAMLINE 
FLOORING ARE THE TWO MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS 
OF THE PAST 25 YEARS IN THE HARDWOOD 
FLOORING INDUSTRY. BOTH ARE BRUCE PRODUCTS. 





products of E. L. Bruce Co.! 





—_ 


NO AFTER THE WAR. eeBruce Streamline 
Flooring will be back, for you to lay in thousands 
of new and remodeled homes! Bruce wood technol- 
ogists and chemists are working now on better 
hardwood flooring for the future. You may be 
assured that the outstanding floors of to- 
morrow — as those of today —will be 
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examiners, those who issue title in. 
surance, and by county recorders, | 
Miscellaneous and protective sery. | 
ices include the issuing of fire insur. 
ance policies, workmens’ compensa- 
tion, building inspection, and selling. 

Production, distribution and con. 
sumption of building materials and 
equipment require huge manpower. 
The accompanying partial list oj 
manufacturers who produce for the 
building industry shows 20,325 es. 
tablishments that employ 866,73} 
persons. Distribution facilities are 
provided by 126,154 retail and whole. 
sale establishments that employ 488. 
505 persons. The products made and 
distributed by these two groups are 
consumed by an army of more than 
a quarter million building men. 

Add them all together and we find 
that private building can _provick 
from four to six million post-war 
jobs. Next to agriculture it is the 
greatest and most diversified em- 
ployer of manpower in the nation 
A busy private building industry 
means that the sound of the hammer 
and saw is heard throughout the 
land. It means the building of new 
homes, the creation of new, taxable 
wealth. It means smoke in factory 
chimneys, loaded freight cars on the 
rails, loaded trucks on the highways, 
loaded ships at sea. It means pay- 
rolls in plants and offices. It means 
crowded shopping centers and ring- 
ing cash registers in retail and serv- 
ice stores. In short, it assures that 
economic enigma known as post-war 
prosperity 


* * * 


Private Enterprise Can 
Rebuild Blighted Areas 


(Continued from page 104) 


purpose of acquiring real property for 
development, redevelopment, or for te 
conditioning of an area, or for reset 
vation for future planning and tf 
development of municipalities or mé- 
ropolitan areas is conditioned upon th 
existence of a planning agency, a mas 
ter plan, a land use plan, plans é& 
scribing the project area and pro 
development, and restrictions on 
use of surrounding property to pre 
tect the economic value and social her 
efits of the project area. 

After provision for public uses, suc f 
as schools and recreational spaces, 4 
municipality under this proposed leg § 
islation must lease the remainder ® 
the project area in its entirety to?) 
qualified corporation, or to a_publit 
housing authority, for a period of 10 
more than 30 years. Thereafter leas¢ 
are renewable after reappraisal 
adjustment of rentals. These advanct 
evidenced by income debentures am 
bearing 2% interest, would be secuf 
solely by rentals from the leased prop 
erty. Payment on the loan would 
made semi-annually and applied firs] 
to the interest. No time limit is esta” 5 
lished for repayment of advances. | 

Governor Stassen in his housit§ 

(Continued to page 126) . 
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TUNE IN: 5 minutes of 
news brought to you by 
Johns-Manville, Bill 
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(Continued from page 124) 
proposals, states, “The first concern ot 
government in the post-war world 
should be to create a favorable environ- 
ment in which free enterprise by its 
inventiveness, its management, its mass 
production and its distribution can 
make the greatest possible contribution 
to the standard of living of the people. 

“This would mean first that govern- 
ment should use its powers of condem- 
nation to acquire suitable areas of 
property for housing developments and 
then sell these areas at modest cost to 
private enterprise for redevelopment 
of low cost housing. Government 
would thereby, in the initial stage, fur- 
nish a subsidy roughly comparable to 
land grants to railroads when they 
needed help in developing the vital 


tralispurtation systems of this country. 

“In co-ordination with these grants 
of real estate, government should con- 
demn areas of slums, clean out the 
buildings entirely and make parks and 
wide arteries for travel. 

“Government should guarantee occu- 
pancy of approved projects of low 
cost housing units and at the same 
time permit their direct rental and di- 
rect sale. To the extent that govern- 
ment must make good on its occupancy, 
pensioners, those receiving old-age as- 
sistance and those receiving welfare al- 
lowances, would be placed in living 
quarters much better than those they 
now occupy. Government is now pay- 
ing that rental bill in any event. Gov- 
ernment could also assist similar pro- 
grams in area development, in the na- 








“Giving it the GLUE GUN” 


ERE’S the operation that’s sav- 

ing critical nails, speeding con- 
struction and developing new struc- 
tural strength in hundreds of differ- 
ent wartime building jobs today .. . 
laying down a ribbon of Laucks 
Construction Glue with a Laucks 
Glue Gun. 


This operator is making a floor 
assembly for army overseas housing 
units. The plywood floor will be 
affixed on top of this insulated frame 
section in another moment . . . mak- 
ing a rigid, stressed cover assembly 
that can “take it” in transportation 
and in service. 


It’s just another example of apply- 
ing more than 20 years of gluing 


We LAUCKS CONSTRUCTION GLUES 


Consult LAUCKS—America’s Glue Headquarters 


knowledge to a specific construction 
problem .. . the kind of practical 
“know how” that’s made I. F. Laucks, 
Inc., the world’s largest manufactur- 
ers of water-resistant and waterproof 
glues. 

Investigate what Laucks Glue and 
Laucks counsel can do for you... 


I. F. LAUCKS, Inc. 


Lauxite Resins — Lauxein Glues 


CHICAGO, 2 — 6 North Michigan Avenue 
LOS ANGELES, 1 — 859 E. 60th Street 
SEATTLE, 4 — 911 Western Avenue 
Factories: 
Seattle, Los Angeles, Portsmouth, Va., Lockport, N. Y. 
In Canada: 

1. F. LAUCKS, Ltd., Granville Island, Vancouver, B. C. 
HERCULES-LAUX-MERRITT, Ltd., Stanbridge, Quebec 
@ Don’t forget, LAUX REZ, the pioneer 
resin sealer and primer, protects wood 
Gs rust-proofing protects metal. 
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ture of modernizing and improving 
some existing structures.” 

The legislation passed by Maryland, 
Wisconsin, Kansas, Missouri, New 
York, Illinois, Michigan and Kentucky 
give cities the authority to make it pos- 
sible to assemble land in deteriorated 
areas, even by condemnation if nec- 
essary, for private rebuilding. While 
many of the present state laws farm 
out to private redevelopment companies 
the authority to condemn land for re- 
building and rely upon private credit 
to finance the land assembly, the Mary- 
land and Wisconsin Acts provide this 
be done by the city for reconveyance 
to private builders. All states except 
Maryland require the setting up of a 
specially constituted redevelopment 
corporation to carry on the rebuilding. 
Maryland would permit private build- 
ers as such to qualify. 

While various government proposals 
and state acts point the way to clear- 
ing land in blighted rural and urban 
areas for private redevelopment, one 
of the main obstacles in the way is the 
method whereby properties in slum 
areas can be appraised. 


Absorbing Devaluation 


Appraisal of slum properties will be 
the subject of a special article in a 
subsequent issue, but here is one meth- 
od of saving that should be noted. 

Much of the difference betwee 
the cost of acquiring blighted area sites 
and the value of redevelopment pro} 
ects could be absorbed by the difference 
between the interest rates on federal 
government obligations and the inter 
est paid by private land development 
corporations. The federal government 
lends a municipal corporation $1,000, 
000 to buy a blighted area which has 
an economic resale or leasehold value 
of only $500,000 to a private redevel- 
opment corporation. The municipal 
corporation, however, might have to 
pay only 2% interest on the $1,000,000 
loan from the federal government, or 
$20,000 a year, while it might lease 
the land to the private redevelopment 
company for 6% on a $500,000 valua- 
tion, or $30,000 a year, which would be 
sufficient to pay the interest and amor- 
tize the principal of the government 
obligation on a long term basis. 

It has been estimated that there may 
be as many as seven or eight million 
residential quarters in blighted areas 
today. The cost of rebuilding the 
slums in American cities is in the 
neighborhood of $50,000,000,000 or 
more. The very magnitude of the 
problem, instead of causing despair. 
should give rise to hope. Employment 
opportunities large enough to sustain 
prosperity are anticipated. Some econ- 
omists have indicated that this would 
require a national income as high as 
$140,000,000,000. 

Well aware of its responsibilities. 

various segments of the private build- 
ing industry have advanced proposals 
designed to aid private development 01 
redevelopment of blighted areas. 

Mortgage hankers, life insurance of- 

(Continued to page 128) 
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logic? 


Pressure of 1700 tons changes the basic 
materials of natural wood — cellulose and 
lignin—into perhaps one of the most 
versatile materials serving America’s war 
industries today. This unique material is 
Masonite* Presdwood.* 


No macic. But much logic! Simply, it 
is this: Wood’s strength comes from its 
lignin-locked cellulose fiber. But in the 
tree the fiber lies in parallel layers, mak- 
ing for uneven strength. Interlace the 
fiber, lock it together with pressure in 
its own cement-like lignin, and the prod- 
uct will be strong in every direction! 


The Masonite process starts by ex- 
ploding hardwoods and softwoods, leav- 
ing the cellulose undamaged and the 
‘1gnin intact. The resultant fibrous mix- 
tures, of varying degrees of plasticity, 
‘re then reassembled . . . far stronger 
than wood -. . . subjected to different 
‘teats and tremendous pressures . . 
thus producing Masonite Presdwoods. 

_ These hardboards are easily worked. 
They can be bent, and machined with 


Rae NS F TRE ONG 2075 HS WeSAs 
2 * ~ , -* * we 


Se ay a AL a 


accuracy on wood-working tools to almost 
any shape or contour. Their glass-like 
smooth surfaces provide for perfect 
painting with regular paints, baked- 
enamel finishes or lacquers. 


Masonite ligno-cellulose hardboards 
now serve in more than 500 different 
war uses, releasing quantities of rubber, 
steel, aluminum and other strategic ma- 
terials for other vital purposes. There’s 


THE 


MASONITE PRESDWUUDS 


LIGNO-CELLULOSE 





ne 
‘es ry 
‘1 » 4 


rol 


little left for civilian purposes today. 
But these versatile hardboards will be 
plentiful in peacetime for your build- 
ings .. . for sturdy exteriors, walls and 
ceilings, furniture, cabinets, counters and 
hundreds of other jobs. Masonite Cor 
poration, 111 W. Washington Street, 
Chicago 2, II. 


*Trade-mark Reg. U. 8. Pat. Of. “Masonite” identifies 
all producta marketed by the Masonite Corp. 


COPYRIGHT 1943, MASONITE CORPORATION 





MASONITE 


HARDBOARODS 








128 


(( oulliied figit page 10 

ticials, commercial and savings bankers 
dislike public housing in any form. 
Some are interested in developing for- 
mulas for the direct ownership of rent- 
al housing projects, but are against 
making heavy public expenditures for 
such purposes. 

Savings and loan associations pro- 
pose a plan whereby associations may 
pool their funds and invest them di- 
rectly in rental housing projects, and 


redevelopment corporations, owned 
outright. 
Realtors, architects, city planners 


and certain financial interests, having 
the support of municipal officials, pro- 
pose the granting of federal loans to 
urban communities to be used to ac- 


quire property in slum and blighted 
areas, tor resale or leasing on a reduced 
basis to private redevelopment corpo- 
rations, or public housing authorities 
for the reconstruction of the areas in 
accordance with master city plans. 
These operations are to be aided by 
mortgage financing, equity investments, 
yield insurance, and housing subsidies. 

The Committee on Post-War Re- 
construction of the American Institute 
of Architects proposes that architect» 
and others should study problems re- 
lating to city planning, such as prob- 
lems in finance, taxation and assess- 
ment methods, zoning and land use 
legislation, building code revisions, 
construction costs and how they can 
be cut. 








NSULATION TEsts conducted at the University of Minne- 
[ sota, and reported at the semi-annual meeting of the 
ASH&VE, June 8th, 1943, proved that, within reasonable 
limits, the thicker the insulation, the better. Of course 38” 


is the practical thickness for walls; and 4” is normally rec- 


ommended for ceilings. 


Another point developed was that there is no difference 
in the insulating value per inch of thickness of Mineral 
Wool, whether installed in ceilings or walls. 





l‘urthermore, the cost per inch of Mineral Wool decreases 


with the thickness . 
thicker, the better. 


. demonstrating, once again, that the 


A copy of the report mentioned above may be obtained 


by enclosing 6 cents in stamps to cover postage and mailing 


with a request, to the address given below. 


NATIONAL 


MINERAL WOOL 


ASSOCIATION 


1270 Sixth Avenue . 


. New York, N. Y. 
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Builders in general want a continu 
ation on a liberal basis of the ele 
ments that comprise the program oi 
the FHA, including some war hous 
ing features. They want generous ap 
praisals, no down payment require- 
ments, lease option arrangements, 25 
year loans. Some builders want to 
continue the plan under which builders 
will promote and own garden projects 
containing rental units. 

Thoughtful consideration should be 
given the private industry plan pro 
duced by Frederick M. Babcock, M 
A. |. In presenting his Yield In 
surance Plan, which was published in 
full in the October, 1942, issue of the 
Appraisal Journal, he outlined a_ plan 
“B,” designed to provide low rental 
housing in blighted areas of cities 
where the costs of land acquisition, re- 
building, and rentals available, were 
disproportionate. 

Under this plan, local corporations 
were to be created to acquire sites in 
blighted areas, wreck the existing 
structures, plan rental housing proj- 
ects, erect new structures, rehabilitate 
old structures, and own and manage 
the properties thereafter. Such cor 
porations would have the power of 
condemnation. 


Capital from Sale of Stock 


Capital could be secured by the sale 
of common stock shares only, to the 
public and to trustee investors. Cor 
porations would not be permitted t 
mortgage properties, nor to create any 
form of funded indebtedness. 

Total cost incurred, up to the com 
pletion of the project, would be as 
certained, and if approved would be 
come the “established assessment.” Al 
lowable costs would embrace all actual 
outlays including actual interest pai 
during construction, provided such in- 
terest was at a rate not in excess 0! 
3%4% per year. 

The FHA (after amendment of the 
National Housing Act) would accept 
such projects any time prior to com 
mencing construction or rehabilitation 
for yield insurance, provided min 
imum standards were complied with. 

Yield insurance for this purpose 
would consist of a guarantee of a yield 
of 3%% per annum on the amount 
of the “established investment” which 
remains invested in any year. If ‘ 
project in any year were to earn less 
than 314%, the FHA would pay in 
cash immediately, upon verification of 
the claim, the difference between 312‘ 
and the amount actually earned. 

Accounting for this purpose would 
reduce the original “established in- 
vestment” on a straight line basis at 
the rate of 2% per year of the depre- 
ciable portion of the original invest 
ment—the total investment exclusive 
of land. 

Earnings in excess of 444% woul 
be devoted in the order named to (1) 
expenditures for needed or desirable 
improvements, repairs, maintenance 
and alterations; (2) accumulations 10 
a reserve for the foregoing purposes 

(Continued to page 130) 
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/There is coming a day of 
unparalleled opportunity 
when men and women, 
having fought and worked 

jf “~«@ for a way of living, set out 

\ freshly to enjoy it. Their 
needs, and your plans to meet these 
needs, will shape a new America. You 
will be ready. 


Simplifying your task and enlarging as 
never before your ability to provide com- 
fortable, healthy and attractive homes, 
Case designers and engineers will be 
ready with many developments —among 
them Case Lifetime plumbing and heat- 


ing equipment. 


It is yet too early—much still must be 
done to win the war—for us to discuss 
in detail all that we hope to have ready 
on your “M day.” But when that day 
comes you can be sure that the quality 
associated with Case products for over 
90 years will be on people’s minds. And 


you will surely be able to supply it. 


W. A. Case & Son Mfg. Co., Buffalo. 


90 YEARS 


W535 


LIFETIME BATHROOMS CASE 


: CASE HOT WATER SYSTEMS (Gua 


Don’t Relax—Back the Attacks! 
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(Continued from page 128 ) 

the total of such reserve not tu be 
allowed to accumulate to more than 
7%% of the original established in- 
vestment, and (3) payments to the 
FHA as additional premiums (really 
a penalty for failure to reduce rents) 

There would be no direct regula- 
tion of rents by FHA but management 
supervision might be provided for. 

The total benefits collectible under 
the plan would be limited to 14% ot 
the original established investment 
That is, when the aggregate amount 01 
paid claims equals 14% of the origi 
nal established investment, additional 
claims could not be collected from the 
HA, and the insurance would cease 
No claims would be collectible after 















Saw-Jointer Combination 


IVW14A44alwvs 


saves time—cuts Costs. 


both 


machines in 


w-s 





... Saves space, time, money 
This rugged, big-capacity pro- 
duction unit may be used by one 
man or two — no interference 
between the saw and jointer ma- 
chines. Eliminates waiting — 
Delta’s 
Combination Unit provides 
minimum 
space—gets the work out faster, 
pays for itself in a short time 
and shows big profits thereafter 
—reflects credit on your choice. 
Precision-built, safe, satisfactory. 
See this machine at your Delta 
distributor’s—inquire about pri- 
orities and deliveries. Mail the 
coupon for new Delta catalog. 


seaeeeeee’s 


2U years trom original date of mosus 
ance, 

The FHA would collect an annual 
premium amounting to 4 of 1% of 
the portion of the established invest- 
ment remaining unrecaptured in each 
vear: that is, the premium amounts to 
71% of the coverage (% of 1% 
divided by 34%). 

Although, as this review indicates, 
government and industry have already 
interested themselves to a large extent 
in the problems of redeveloping blight- 
ed rural and urban areas, there is still 
much work tp be done. 

For example: codes regulating the 
subdivision of land should be made 
liberal enough to allow the planning 
oft interesting variations in neighbor 








SPACE-SAVING: Both ma- 
chines on one steel stand, 
compact. Has big capacity. 


MONEY-SAVING: Cost of ad- 
ditional motor saved, run- 
ning cost is generally lower. 


PORTABLE: Used anywhere 
in the shop — moved easily 
to suit your convenience. 


DELTA 


production 






THE DELTA MFG. CO 
7I4L E. Vienna Ave., Milwaukee 1, Wis. 
Please send information on Delta’s Saw- 
— Combination and other low-cost 
elta Woodworking Machines. 


Name Position...... isan 
CII nace ssiiniscnccnsinesncecesonensneen 

DAO as sctecirscncnsnsurnccosanesovunsssascsonscinccssnsesobesroustetientaes 
enone sian a 
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houd patterns. The standard rectilinea: 
plan increases the cost of constructing 
streets and the cost of installing utili 
ties, as well as increasing the cost oi 
maintenance. 

Old fashioned detailed building code: 
preventing the use of new materials, 
appliances and apparatus, should give 
way to a newer type of flexible regu- 
lation which would apply to all cities, 
towns and villages in the state. 

Both federal and state government 
taxing policies are exerting an ad- 
verse effect upon real estate, particu 
larly with reference to large scale re 
development of blighted areas. Corpo- 
rate and individual owners of real 
estate are taxed on the basis of earn 
ings in addition to the taxes levied on 
real property. This earning tax exerts 
an adverse influence on economies that 
would be possible through large scale 
operation. As a result, holdings are 
kept split up and equities are kept 
small because interest on indebtedness 
is a legitimate deduction from income, 
whereas amortization is an out of 
pocket disbursement on which an in 
come or a franchise tax must be paid 

Ignoring the problems that prevent 
private enterprise from successfull) 
tackling the rebuilding of blighted 
areas on an economic basis, public 
housers simply accept these problems 
as being inherent in the profit system 
and instead of bucking the line, at 
tempt to go around the ends, with spe 
cial privileges and subsidies blocking 
the way. The fact that they have been 
thrown for an economic loss on every 
play is submerged in a jumble of lan 
guage carrying the familiar ring ol 
the backfield man’s complaint that “the 
line didn’t hold,” the line in this case 
being “private enterprise.” 


Housers Depend on Business 


For public housers are dependent 
upon private enterprise and expect t 
show a saving in the following ways 

(1) They expect “tremendous sums 
of private capital to be attracted to the 
task” of slum clearance; (2) they ex- 
pect to obtain “lower utility rates” for 
their projects ; (3) private contractors 
submitting the lowest bids are expected 
to keep costs down and do the best 
work; (4) lower prices are expectet 
from the manutacturing industry on 
large quantities of materials; (5) f- 
nancing costs are expected to be lower 
when borrowing from local private in- 
terests; (6) furthermore they expect 
private interests to pay the taxes that 
pay for the projects, and (7) at the 
same time not try to drive too hard a 
bargain when land owned by private 
interests is being devalued. 

Now that is the “seven-man private 
enterprise line” that public housers 
need for their “gains,” but they want 
1 great many more “blockers” in the 
backfield (in the way of privileges 
and subsidies) than private enterprise 
ever has. They have had: 

Free garbage and trash removal; 
street improvements, water and sewer 
main installations furnished by the 
city; fire, police and health protection; 

(Continued to page 132) 
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BUFFCO 


War industry factories, barracks and 
hutments, airplane engine crates, forms 
for concrete structures, assault boats and 
pontoon bridges .... these are but a few of 
the many war demands for BUFFCO prod- 
ucts .... and these are the reasons why 
BUFFCO plywood and doors have been 
unavailable to the normal channels of civil- 
ian trade. We know that you wouldn't 
have it otherwise until victory is won. 
When that time comes BUFFCO prod- 
ucts, backed by over 30 years of manu- 
facturing experience and tested by severe 
uses in the war, again will be ready to 
serve your every building and construc- 
tion need. 








FOR THE BETTER HE better structures of tomorrow will in- 
BUILDING OF clude products of proved quality and design. 


You will find Knapp Products among them, for 


PY RT 


they have become the standard of comparison 
through years of constantly sound design and 
quality manufacture. 

In the building plans being shaped for the 
coming construction era, there is a place for the 


definite advantages of Knapp plastering acces- 



















sories and metal trim. Plan to profit by them. 





Present production facilities at Knapp are devoted 
to producing many parts and sub-assemblies for war. 
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They thank their 
LUCKY 


+ Last winter, during the fuel 
shortage, many home own- 
ers thanked their lucky star that 
had led them to install Donley 
Heat-Saver Fireplaces. These 
Heat-Savers met the fuel crisis 
by supplying the radiated heat 
of a conventional fireplace plus 
a large volume of circulated heat 
from the warm air chamber 
around and above the firebox. 


Contractors who install Donley 
Heat-Saver Fireplaces are not 
only guarding against fuel emer- 
gencies but are also providing 
plentiful heat for cool days in 
spring and fall. 


Comfort and Convenience 
for Postwar Homes 


No matter how small the post- 
war home, it should be provided 
with the comfort and conve- 
nience obtainable through 
Donley Devices such as coal 
chutes, package receivers, mail 
receivers, fireplace equipment, 
etc. Write today for a copy of the 
latest Donley catalog featuring 
Donley Heat-Saver Fireplaces 
and other Donley Devices. 


rat DONLEY 


BROTHERS COMPANY 
13910 Miles Ave. - Cleveland 5, Ohio 
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snow removal services; tax exempt 
property; and in at least one case re- 
ported the city auditor collected the 
rents, city water-works workmen made 
minor repairs at the project, and the 
city’s wholesale powers were extended 
to the local authority. 


Look at Federal Subsidy 


But if private building is to really 
look at the blighted area problem with 
an eye to improving on public housing. 
then private building should look at 
the Federal subsidy granted Housing 
Authorities. Here is the way that 
works: 

The Authority can make a contract 
with FPHA for 90% of the amount of 
capital needed for the project. It must 
pay interest to the government of 42% 
more than the Federal going-rate-ot- 
interest (for instance 2% plus 42%, 
which would total 242%). 

The Authority can start construc- 
tion on the FPHA contract which is a 
government guarantee to pay. 

It can borrow money on short term 
notes at % of 1% (making a post- 
dated note with the Federal Govern- 
ment to take up the loan), but instead 
it can, through advertisement, arrange 
another short-term note and pay off 
the original note, continuing the loans. 

Also it can sell long term 15-year 
or similar bonds with rate of interest 
at about 1.9%. When this is done, it 
must set up a special fund—Debt Serv- 
ice Fund—to repay bonds coming due 
and interest. 

If rent, minus operating expenses, 
does not equal the payments for the 
year needed to pay interest and amor- 
tize the debt (repayment of bonds and 
interest) the government will grant 
a subsidy up to an amount equal to 
the going rate of interest (2% in this 
case) plus 1%, or 3% total. 

By law, the project must pay off 
the capital investment in 58 years, but 
some are paying off in 45 and 43 years. 

If the authority were paying 212% 
on a government loan as used in this 
example, there would be an annual 
charge of 34% (%4 of 1% plus 2Y%%) 
on the original capital loan in order 
to pay off the loan in 58 years. 

The point is that a housing Author- 
ity cannot afford to remain financed 
on short-term notes of approximately 
4 of 1% interest for two reasons. 
One, interest rates may go up; and, 
two, there can be no set program for 
paying off the original capital invest- 
ment, for not enough money is taken 
in rent to pay off in 58 years. 

The authority should, therefore, fi- 
nance by selling long-term bonds as 
soon as possible. But to do this the 
Authority must use the annual federal 
subsidy of (in the example used here) 
2% plus 1%, or 3% of the original 
capital cost, or at least that part of the 
subsidy needed to amortize the debt. 

Actually, then, if the government 
advances the full subsidy shown in the 
example at 3% for 58 years, the effect 
is, that the government has advanced 
to the project on each one million dol 
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lars of original capital a sum of $1,- 
740,000. The original capitalization, 
however, is considered paid in full. 
and no further subsidy is given, but 
of course no refund or interest is at 
tached to the subsidy of $1,740,000 for 
each $1,000,000 which has been loaned 
originally. 

If the capital for the project can be 
obtained from sale of bonds to private 
industry and individuals at the low rate 
of 1.9% (instead of from the govern- 
ment at a higher rate of interest) then 
several years can be cut off the amor- 
tization period of the original loan and 
likewise off of the period of subsidy 
lf for example 13 years could be cu 
off, then if the Authority used the en 
tire subsidy of 3% (in our example) 
for 45 years, the amount of the sub 
sidy for each million of capitalization 
would be $1,350,000 which would rep- 
resent a saving of $390,000 on eac} 
million of original capital loaned, but 
which would still leave the taxpayer 
out about $1,350,000 per million of cap 
italization. 

One of the reasons these housing 
bonds can be sold at a low rate of in 
terest (1.7% up to 2%) is because the 
investors rely upon the security of th« 
Federal Government’s promise of 4 
subsidy. But the Federal Governmen' 
by law cannot grant the subsidy unles- 
the local government (state) contrib 
utes an amount equal to at least 20¢; 
of the subsidy. 


Why Tax Exemption Is Used 


Tax exemption of the property upo: 
which these projects are built has bee: 
relied upon year after year, becau~ 
when a State legislates that a certai 
classification of property is tax exemp! 
it cannot change its decision to atfect 
projects, retroactively, without som 
bond holder questioning the constitu 
tionality of the new ruling in court 
Therefore, tax exemption has _ been 
considered proper evidence that local 
government will contribute its 20% 
thereby obligating the national govern 
ment to contribute its subsidy, which 
in turn secures the bond investor’s 
money. 

It is obvious that the Wagner Bill 
Governor Stassen’s plan, and Babcock’s 
Yield Insurance Plan, are aimed t 
enable private builders to rebuild rura! 
and urban blighted areas at a great 
deal less than the present government 
methods of operation. If under the 
Wagner Bill, cities assembling slun 
properties, and counties in rural area: 
assembling slum properties, really de 
valuate the land sufficiently to allow 
private builders to build units that ca: 
be rented at $12 to $15 a month, the 
the plan will work. 

It is believed, however, that in the 
case of actual slum clearance where thie 
building industry is supposed to build 
low cost housing, some form of subsidy 
will be needed. Perhaps tax exemp 
tion of the low cost project will | 
sufficient. Perhaps it will be nece- 
sary to subsidize the tenant, as wa- 
indicated in the American Ruilde 
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be bile Varwana Claws 





¥ Be eive a bathroom the smart- 
ness and personality which ap- 
| so strongly to home-buyers and 
ic-owners, you don’t have to use 
t (of ol Carrara Glass. It’s not always 


lecessary to wall a bathroom with 


MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE 
IN A BATHROOM 


wer PO, Aa TP hi 


walls for the tub recess ... a 


splash-panel behind the washstand 
... these are sure-fire beautifiers. And 
all three together, in an average siz 
room, can be done for less than the 
present modernization limit permits! 
check or craze. It 
won't absorb odors. It won't stain on 


Carrara won't 
lade. It stays good-looking perma 
nently. It's easy to clean. And easy 
to install. Nine attractive colors to 
choose from. These practical con- 
siderations recommend Carrara as 
much as its beauty. 


CARRARA 


Carrara from floor to ceiling. No 
tto wait till building restrictions 
itted before you modernize bath- 
cus with Carrara. 
sO... you can give bathrooms a 
endous amount of added appeal 
now... with just a little Carrara. 
-inch base around the room 
PITTSBURGH PLATE 
| 





a ee 


| 

The modern Structural G laws | 
| 

| 


- a te 


GLASS COMPANY 


Se 


Remember, in any type of home, 
even a little Carrara in the bathroom 
goes a long way to give it eye-appeal, 
whether you're doing modernization 
jobs now or planning new construc- 
tion later. 

Send the coupon now for complete 
information about Carrara and the 
many ways it can be used effectively 
and inexpensively, 


‘PITTSBURGH 


ote a. athe - . ace sted I 2, e 
POSS FOL adhe a dS AR UE 
. 4 


in ae 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company | 
2094-3 Grant Building, Pittsburgh, Pa 
Please send me, without obligation, fre« | 
literature on Carrara as follows: (Please | 
check 
Full-color booklet “"“low to make Bath 
rooms and Kitchen. Better Looking.” | 
Complete facts about Ready-Built Car 
rara Glass Panels | 
Name | 
Adiress | 
Cit State 
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RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER 






























wooD 


windows and doors that do not 
swell and stick or shrink and 
rattle 







wooD 


panelling and mouldings that 
do not develop open joints 
and cracks 


wooD 


cabinets in which doors and 
drawers will always operate 
easily 










wooD 


flooring of lifetime beauty 
that does not buckle in sum- 
mer and show cracks in the 
heating season 









WwooD 


framing lumber that termites 
and decay will not bother 


WwooD 


shingles that will not curl and 
crack 
















American mills, with 


equipment like this, — 

are ready everywhere yh iter ra it “4 
to treat lumber and : 
wood products for Post 
War homes—as they 
now treat for war uses 
with 


WOODLIFE 
TOXIC WATER 
REPELLENT 
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Mfrs. of PRESERVATIVE SOLUTIONS for 
Research Laboratory and Plant KALAMAZOO, 


Years 
MICH. 
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(Continued from page 132) 
plan first published in April 1939 and 
reprinted in this issue on page 195, 
Certainly for rural rehabilitation of 
blighted areas, the plan of enabling 
the tenant to own his own home rather 
than to rent his home, is the least ex- 
pensive in the long run and carries 
with it the greatest development ot 
character stability. 

The problem of urban slums is some 
what different. It is probable that th« 
land cannot he devalued to a point 
where many individual homes could be 
built on that property. It is more prob 
able that apartments or row houses ot 
some kind must be rebuilt upon slum 
property. In this case rental property 
is perhaps the only answer. 

It is, however, up to the private 
building industry to do something 
about housing the sub-marginal popu- 
latton. Industry is going to pay for 
the housing anyway, and if it allows 
the government to go too far in paying 
for this housing, through taxation, 
private industry may find itself wit! 
a new type of monopoly on its hands 
The monopoly of the consumer. |i 
may find itself with only one customer 
the government. 

* 7 


* 
LETTERS— 
(Continued from page 7) 
in the FHA discussion of Messr: 
Upson and Hardinge in the Augus! 

issue. 

When I see FHA insuring in 1943 
the full 1942 selling price of certain 
houses in this vicinity (and the 1942 
loans were on the basis of the entire 
actual cost of the property, and 
doubtless included a profit to the 
builder in many instances), one wit! 
my training can hardly be blamed 
for thinking how surely a _ private 
insurance company would become 
insolvent when the real estate cycle 
turns downward as it has done wit! 
such regularity in the past. 

In the Savings and loan business 
it takes the savings of several savers 
to equal the amount of the average 
home loan. For every borrower who 
has been saved a little interest by 
the FHA, four or five savers have 
been penalized. Yet our governmen! 
is supposed to be based on the great 
est good for the greatest number— 
F. R. PEAKE, President, Commu 
nity Federal Savings and ‘oan As 
sociation 


A timely need 
Littlestown, Fa 
To the Editor: 

Could you give us any informativt 
on what has been done or what t 
being planned in regard to building 
units outside towns and cities for 
factory workers where each family 
has a plot of ground to raise food 
etc., for their own use? 

We are interested in the type and 
make-up of the units, and what re 
sults have been obtained from ac 
tual experiments. — NEVAEH A 
CROUSE, 1. H. Crouse & Sans 
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Qaet per Dollar... 


IN POST-WAR HOMES 


When Johnny comes marching home he’ll marry 
Mary and they’ll start house-hunting. The home 
they’ll be able to afford will be very little but 
very well built, compact and convenient. Not a 
middle-sized house squeezed together. More like 
a modern apartment expanded. 


No space wasted on a separate kitchen! In- 
stead, a beautiful complete, all-steel Pureaire set 
into the big living room wall. Ready to cook the 
finest meal you ever ate. And whisking every 
whiff of cooking odor, heat and vapor away into 
the outer air. 


Thousands of housewives already O.K. Pure- 
aire. Investigate! But remember—none for sale 
till Victory. 


TRAVERSE BAY MFG. CO. 


(Affiliated with The Parsons Co.) 
15000 Oakland . Detroit, Mich. 
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This symbol of the finest in Steel Basement Windows 
and pleasant, profitable dealer relationship, will take on 


even greater significance when post-war plans, now bei. 


Already operations have been moved to a more central 
location to provide better, faster shipping and much 
larger production facilities. Product improvements now 
on the boards will again pace the industry and the 
complete line will contain the finest steel sash for 
every conceivable purpose. You can count on VENTO, 
just as soon as war restrictions are lifted, to give you 
the type of products and service that spells maximum 
profits in any man’s language. 


VENTO STEEL PRODUCTS CO. 


600 WEST 41ST STREET, CHICAGO, 
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Cre are the 
NEWEST MEMBERS 











These latest additions to the Perma-Gloss line of Kitchen Sinks 
and Trays fill a long-felt need. Born in war time, they are not 
“War-babies” in the usual sense of the term, as they are designed 
for permanent homes. Mounted in kitchen cabinets, they will | 
grace the most streamlined post-war kitchen. 


FOUR TYPES OF PERMA-GLOSS KITCHEN SINKS 








B-551—"’Perma-Gloss” 
Flat Rim Sinks — 3 sizes 
20x18", 24x18", 30x18” 


B-534—"’Perma-Gloss” 
Two Compartment Flat Rim Sink 
Size 32’x18” 





B-571—"’Perma-Gloss” 
Flat Rim Sink & Tray Combination 
Size 42’x20” 


B-520—"’Perma-Gloss” 
High Back Sink 
Size 24x20” 


Perma-Gloss Sanitary Ware, is made from carefully selected clays 
... fired at a high temperature with a layer of vitreous china glaze. 
It is an homogeneous, durable body of uniform strength covered 
with a brilliant, lustrous surface that is acid and stain proof — not 
merely acid resistant. There’s no paint or glaze to peel off — 
no iron to rust. Uniform wall thickness throughout assures a 
craze and dunt proof product with a body that will withstand 
thermal shocks. 


Write now for full details. 


SANITARY WARE DIVISION 
METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 


() 1867 
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Action Started on 


NTICIPATING a tremendous post-war expansion of the 
market for air conditioning, Servel, Inc., has developed a 

new gas-operated unit combining all the functions of complete 
air conditioning, including winter heating and summer cooling 
in one simple unit. It was previewed at the Waldorf-Astoria 
in New York City on Aug. 25. 

Although public introduction of the new air conditioning unit 
cannot be made until after the war, as the company is now 
entirely converted to war production, Servel officials stated that 
distribution, advertising and sales promotion plans are now 
being discussed with utility outlets so that adequate personne] 
can be trained to sell, install and promote the product. 





COMPLETE air conditioning in one simple unit, developed by Servel. 


George S. Jones, Jr., vice president in charge of sales for the 
company, is also in charge of Servel'’s post-war program to en- 
list the co-operation of gas companies in formulating market- 
ing plans for the distribution of gas air conditioning and othe: 
gas appliances soon after peace comes. 


Ottinger Announces Big Post-War 
Expansion for U. S. Plywood 

LANS to expand the production and distribution facilities « 

United States Plywood Corp. on a nation-wide scale after th 
war's end have been announced by Lawrence Ottinger, president 

During a visit to the Corporation’s Chicago office, Ottinge 
told American Builder that new uses for plywoed have created 
demand which will enable the company to rehire 500 employees 
now in the armed services, retain those in plants now devoted ex 
clusively to war work, and hire a great many more. They plan t 


| double the present number of distribution units, which is 15, am 


open two or three new plants in addition to the eight they have 
now. 

It was also announced that Clay Brown, formerly of Smit! 
Wood Products, Inc., Portland, would take an active part in the 


| company’s expansion plans as assistant to the president of the 


Corporation. 


Mengel Plans for Peacetime Building 
HE Mengel Co., Louisville, Ky., is striving, through its Post 
War Planning Committee, to look ahead to V-Day. Although 
practically on a full wartime basis, Mengel executives are at- 


tempting to make the conversion back to peacetime products 4 
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4 | 
n| Post-War Products © 
the 
i. @ POST-WAR JOB 
ete f 
ng % 7 
ria BEGINS TODAY: 
anit The plans you lay now will be here to 
rie stay in the not-too-distant future. You 
nat : a ‘ 
10W will want to prepare now for building 
inel then. Plan your post-war houses with an 
eye to the Bilt-Well Superior Window 
whose sash can be installed or removed 
without loosening or removing any of 
the weatherstripping. Bilt-Well exclu- 
sively designed weatherstripping —nail- 
less and applied at the factory —automati- 
EXPERIMENTAL prefabricated house using dry-wall construction. | cally compensates for swelling or shrink- 
ing of the window sash. Write now for 
4 . 
; simple as possible, so that jobs will be ready for men now in complete details about the 
iniform and employment will continue at a high level. 
In order to explore new uses for its plywood, doors and BILT-WELL 
kitchen cabinets, Mengel built the above prefabricated house, 
all the wood parts of which were manufactured in its own 
plants. The house was built under the PHC system, with a | 
dry-wall construction throughout, using Southern Hardwood | 
Mengelbord panels in various designs. U NIT oop IND ° 
Apartment Heating Competition Announced | 


HE Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co., Minneapolis, has 

announced a $10,000 competition for the best apartment heat 
ng designs submitted by contestants. Looking to future mar 
ets, a test survey of approximately 1,000 apartment dwellers 
1 New York City, Chicago, Brookline, Mass., and St. Louis, 
\fo., disclosed that 84 per cent of the people living in apartments 
elieve that it is either necessary or desirable to have their 
vn control over the amount of heat being supplied to their 
Servel. personal living space. 
Using a hypothetical six-story apartment building, prizes will 
awarded for designs of a system of steam heating and its 


or the ontrol, and a system of hot water heating and its control. 
to en- John E. Haines, manager of space heating controls division, 
arket- aid, “Personalized apartment heating represents the latest ad- 
othe ance in apartment design, and after the war will be as com- 


mon as the electric refrigerator.” 
Detailed instructions with complete architectural layouts will 
provided each contest entrant. Any person, except company 
(Continued to page 138) 
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{ERE in this country to explore methods of rehabilitation for post. 
war China, Dr. Yu Lin Hsi, member of the People’s Political Council 
J ot Chungking, China, and an envoy of Generalissimo Chiang Kai 
ts Post hek, visited National Gypsum Company’s Administrative Offices CARR, ADAMS & COLLIER co. 
Ithough nd gypsum board plant while a recent guest of the city of Buffalo. 
are at- he is shown here (left to right) with Melvin H. Baker, president of Dubuque, Iowa 





fucts as "ne company. and Yao Tung. mechanical engineer of Chungking 











FIND A MATERIAL that your maintenance men 
recommend, and you can be sure that it won't 
cost you very much for upkeep. Wolmanized 
Lumber‘ is that kind of material. It doesn’t need 
much attention, even on the toughest jobs, be- 
cause it is able to resist decay and termite attack. 


TEXTILE MILLS use a lot of Wolmanized Lum- 
ber. It is easy to erect in the first place—goes 
up fast, just like any other wood construction. 
It provides the resilience so necessary in mill 
buildings. And it stays up, even though ex- 
posed to high humidities and temperatures, 
conditions that foster decay. 


WO/MANIZED LUMBER is ordinary wood made 
resistant to decay and termite attack by vacuum- 
pressure impregnation with Wolman Salts* 
preservative. ‘Fibre fixation’’ prevents leaching- 
out of the preservative. This lumber offers all of 
the usual advantages of wood—high insulating 
value, light weight, low cost. It is clean, odorless, 
and it can be painted. 


WAR CONSTRUCTION is taking most of the 
Wolmanized Lumber produced. Whether for 
housing personnel or equipment, or for manu- 
facturing plants, wood is speeding completion 
of these buildings. Wolmanized Lumber assures 
them of long life. It will do the same for your 
peacetime construction. American Lumber & 
Treating Company, 1645 McCormick Building, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


“Registered Trade Marks 


“1loyed FOR ENDURANCE 


N 
S 


WOLMANIZED LUMBER 
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(Continued from page 137) 
employees, may enter the contest simply by writing to the maim 
office in Minneapolis. Separate prizes will be awarded for the 
best solution based upon a system of forced hot water heating 
and a system of steam heating. First prize in each group will 
be $2,000, second prize in each group will be $1,000, and third 
prize will be $500. In addition, there will be 20 honorable men- 
tion prizes of $150. The jury will consist of a nationally recog- 
nized consulting engineer, a nationally recognized architect and 
a representative of Minneapolis-Honeywell. The contest will 


be closed Nov. 15, 1943. 





ISOMETRIC drawing is basis of M-H apartment heating contest. 


Producers’ Council Adds Post-War Leaders 
WENTY well known industrial leaders were recently ap 
pointed to the Advisory Board of The Producers’ Council 

the national organization of manufacturers of building mate- 

rials and equipment, and will play a prominent part in planning 
for post-war construction to which that organization and other 
factors in the construction industry are devoting attention. 


Westinghouse Activities Look to Post-War 
NEWLY created “Better Homes Department” which 
will expand the housing activities of the Westing 
house Electric and Manufacturing Co. is headed by Irving 
W. Clark, associated since 
1934 with the kitchen and 
housing activities at the 
Westinghouse Electric Ap- 
pliance Division in Mansfield, 
Ohio. His headquarters are 
in Pittsburgh. The immedi- 
ate function of the new 
department will be to coordi- 
nate the Company’s activities 
in helping to house war work- 
ers, though its ultimate ob- 
jective is to develop post-war 
housing markets for the con- 
tributions which electricity is 
making toward better living. 
In line with these func- 
tions, the Better Homes De- 
partment will provide a 
centralized advisory and 
consultation service for archi 
tects, engineers, builders. pre 
fabricators, home owners. and 





IRVING W. CLARK 


others interested 
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Real Estate Survey Reports 
Critical National House Shortage 


Rush for Post-War Houses Seen 


HE war has left the United States short of housing by 

nearly one million units. Making this national problem 
even more severe, the demand for living accommodations 
is expected to increase seriously in 52 per cent of our 
‘ities in the next six months. 

These are among the outstanding facts shown in 
reports from 287 cities made to the National Association 
§ Real Estate Boards in its 4lst semi-annual survey of 
the real estate market. Conducted as an objective meas- 
urement of where the nation stands on its supply of 
housing accommodations in the midst of war, first results 
of the survey announced Sept. 18 by the Association show 
that there is under-supply of single-t family dwellings in 
88 per cent of our cities and in 94 per cent of war industry 
ireas. There is apartment shortage in 75 per cent of all 
cities and in 85 per cent of war industry areas. The 
under-supply is the most severe known to the nation 
ince World War I. 

Real estate boards of the 287 cities and members of the 
National Institute of Real Estate Brokers and other 
Institutes of the Association reporting in the survey esti- 
mate their local shortage of single-family houses quan- 
titatively as about one for every 132 persons, and the 
ipartment shortage as one for every 171 persons. Projec- 
tion of these figures indicates that under present con- 
ditions of maximum employment we have a national 
under-supply of 522,385 houses and 403,241 apartments. 
| total of 925,626 dwelling units. The backlog of demand 

gurs well for post-war building. 


War Housing Somewhat Better; 
Post-War Needs Grow 


\ critically severe shortage must be dealt with in a 
limited number of war production centers, the survey 
ndicates. “Every house occupied.” “No apartments, 
except w here someone leaves the city or enters the armed 
services,” some report, with industries. still expanding. 
But some of the cities that were most crowded in the 

lier war period begin to feel that their peak demand 

; been reached. They say that their supply, while not 

mfortable, is now adequate or will be when current 

nstruction is completed. It is significant that only 37 
per cent of the war areas expect the housing squeeze to 
ghten in the coming six months. Thus we appear to 
be over the biggest hump in finding shelter for wartime 

migrants, except where change in military require- 

‘nts causes expansion of industry in new localities. For 
irdinary civilian housing needs, however, no relief is in 
ght during the war period. 

Real estate boards, preparing for new building when 
he bans are lifted, are nevertheless watching the situa- 
tion carefully, lest shortage now become over-supply 
after the war. The larger the reporting city the more 
likely it is to report housing shortage. Of cities in the 
ver 500,000 population bracket 95 per cent are under- 
housed. Regionally the Southwest coast states show most 
seneral housing need; 100 per cent of them have a 

ortage. Next come New England and the Northwest 
‘tates, where 93 per cent of reporting cities have a 

using pinch. 

'rivate enterprise can supply 100 per cent of presently 

ded war housing if given right conditions, say 69 per 
ent of the surveyed cities. While new war housing is 
sf netimes excepted, residential rents are insufficient to 
ify investment in rental housing at present construc- 
costs in 75 per cent of reporting communities, the 
survey finds. 

Vartime difficulty in keeping property in repair is 

ising depreciation at a seriously rapid rate in 35 per 
nt of reporting cities. The depreciation has begun to 
ct structural soundness in 49 per cent of the cities, 

much affected it in 5 per cent of the cities. Building 
pment has been somewhat affected in 72 per cent of 
ities, much affected in 14 per cent of them 




















that save 


STANLEY ELECTRIC DRILLS 


No. 121 — These compact, sturdy and versatile drills 
supply the “know-how” quickly in these days when 
skilled labor is scarce. They speed drilling opera- 
tions up to 2” diam. on wood or metal and are handy 
for hole-saw work. 





STANLEY SAFETY SAWS 
No. W8—Time means money in hurrying up a 
contract job—and here’s a real money-maker. A 
heavy duty Safety Saw with plenty of power for fast 
cutting, tilting base for bevel work, duplex handle 
for easy working in any position. 


a . : 
... MaN-power 





STANLEY ELECTRIC HAMMERS 


o. 310A — Supply the “extra-man-power” on such 
normally slow jobs as drilling, chipping and chan- 
neling concrete, stone, brick — chiseling wood, tamp- 
ing concrete—almost any “hammer-action” job. 
“Free thrown” plunger eliminates hammer-shock. 


Send for Literature. Stanley Electric Tool STANLEY 


Division, The Stanley Works, New Britain, Trade Mark 
Conn. 1843—s«1943 


STANLEY ELECTRIC TOOLS 

















Building concrete lane at 
housing project for Naval 
Ordnance Depot workers in 
Nebraska. 


Footings and floors in place 
for concrete masonry homes 
near Ordnance Depot. 


War Construction Still 
Needs Concrete Men 


Expediting the war effort is still the first duty of 
concrete contractors and concrete products manu- 
facturers. 

Needs for war housing, war industry and military 
camp improvements are not yet satisfied. Facilities 
for preserving and storing foods for soldiers and 
civilians are as urgently needed as ever. Farmers 
still need concrete improvements such as feeding 
floors, paved barn yards, and sanitary milk houses, 
which save labor and increase farm production. 


@ Concrete construction for any of these 
vital purposes requires minimum use of 
scarce materials. Transportation is saved 
because the bulk of concrete materials is 
usually available within short hauling dis- 
tance of any project. 


Information sheets and ‘How to do it’? booklets 
have been prepared to help contractors expedite con- 
crete construction for war industrial plants, military 
posts and farms. These are available on request. 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 
Dept. A10-3, 33 W. Grand Ave., Chicago 10, Ill. 


A national organization to improve and extend the uses of 
concrete...through scientific research and engineering field work 


BUY MORE WAR BONDS 





elimericun Builder, October [943 


New Rural Credit System Needed 
(Continued from page 116) 


mortgage insurance is provided, private funds should b. 
loaned with consideration for long-range plans for a perma 
nent and sound system of farming and marketing of farn 
products. This proposal brings up the $64 question of gov 
ernment control. 

The committee advocates a system of private farm lending 
that is free from political dominance and free from pressur: 
that leads towards socialization or regimentation. It believe. 
that such a combination is possible. Whether such domi 
nance can be avoided depends entirely upon the amount o! 
initiative that is shown by private enterprise. The farn 
financing need is so widespread and so urgent, the committe: 
believes that a nation-wide system of farm mortgage insut 
ance will have to be established either by extension of present 
government agencies making direct loans, or through estab 
lishment of a government agency providing mutual insurance 
of privately made loans. The latter course of action quit 
naturally is preferred. 

* ial * 


. 
Returning Heroes Want Homes 
(Continued from page 79) 
tendency is to create a deterioration of the heart of the large: 
, cities which can only be corrected by redevelopment on the 
basis of fewer people. 
Since the bulk of new building in the post-war will be i: 








outlying areas it is apparent that there has been far too much 
emphasis placed on mass housing. The average Americar 
and the returning soldiers and sailors will be more interested 
in an individual home on a plot of ground in rural surround 
ings than in mass housing. 

The combination of lower home costs, plus larger pur 
chasing power in the hands of buyers will be a potent cause 
of new home construction. It is estimated that the bulk of 
post-war houses will be priced at between $3,000 and $6,000 








DOOR EQUIPMENT 


for Zhe HOMES of TOMORROW 


"When the lights go on again” there'll be tens of thousands 
of homes going up all over the world. Help these prospective 
builders of tomorrow... plan their dream houses to have ALL the 

| most modern conveniences .. . include over-head garage doors. 


Whether standard doors be used, or architecturally designed ones 
made, Frantz ‘‘Over-the-Top"’ Door Equipment can be applied 
in a few hours, for a few extra dollars, to provide the ultimate in 
modern garage door operation. Write for information on this and 
other Frantz Guaranteed Buildware items. 


FRANTZ 








Gearariteed BUILDWARE 


FRANTZ MANUFACTURING CO., STERLING, ILLINOIS 
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Not Post-war, But Right Now 
(Continued from page 114) 


$33.6 billion in 1940. With such a depreciation in capital | 


valuation, it is little wonder that these farm owners man- 


aged to get along with very little spending for building | 


repairs and production plant enlargements. They spent a 
minimum all through these two decades and were just 
getting back into the building market in a substantial way 


when the present war restrictions and discouragements 


began to be laid on in the fall of 1941. 
The result was that agricultural America was poorly 
equipped to handle the big war job assigned to it of 


greatly increasing food production, and of doing it in spite | 


of fewer farm workers and increased costs. We are 


already paying dearly in rationing, pricing troubles and 


food shortages for this lack of preparedness on the farm 
front and for the mistakes in policy that have aggravated 


the farmer’s problems by denying him the building re- | 


pairs, improvements and enlargements which he needs 
to do his war job effectively. 

Regardless of any other war demands for farm building- 
type lumber, this food and crop production use must be 
provided for. The retail yards serving farm trade must 
be supplied and the farmers given clear cut permission 
to go ahead. This is an urgent war job for today. 

For the post-war period and for that halfway war 
nterim period when the European phase of the fighting 
s done and a partial return to civilian service can be made, 
then this ten billion dollar farm building market looms as 
probably the greatest single job of the nation under 
private enterprise to employ returning man power, utilize 
onstruction materials and furnish productive investment 
ior the people’s funds. 

Broad gage policies of regulation, financing and taxa 
tion affecting the ownership and improvement of farms 
should be stressed, both in Washington and throughout 
the States, and by both government and business leaders. 
The results will be far-reaching. 





Space-saving 


——K=-VENIENCE— 


Clothes Closet Fixtures 


... will be absolutely a “must” in post-war 
housing, the obvious solution to neglected 
clothes closets, the demand for more closet 
space and truly useful, modern fixtures. 


% They keep all ap- 
parel in handy reach, 
closets neat and or- 
derly. Fixtures for 
shoes, hats, ties, trou- 
sers, skirts, towels, 
suits, belts, gowns, 
coats. Tracks, slides 
and rollers for doors, 
drawers and shelves. 


KNAPE 
& VOGT 


MFG. CO. 


Dept. M-10 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
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Cuts Butt Mortises on Right 
and Left Hand Doors 
at the Same Time 












In the circle is shown the 
double mortise, cut in one 
operation with the Carter 
3, H.P. Hinge Butt Router. 
A templet, of plywood, for 
restricting movement of the 
Router to the 





required lim- 
its is readily 
made up. 


A saving in time and money can be made by 
routing butt mortises in right and left hand 
doors at one time with a Carter Hinge Butt 
Router and Templet as illustrated. One left 
and one right hand door are clamped together. 
A templet is made slightly wider than the 
combined thickness of the doors, and the same 
length as the doors, with two or three open- 
ings located in correct position for the butts. 
These openings permit entry and movement 
of the Router to remove the wood to the re- 
quired dimensions of the hinges. 

Because of its high speed (18,000 r.p.m.) 
and easily varied depth adjustment, the Carter 
Router quickly cuts perfect mortises, smooth 
and uniformly accurate in length, width and 
depth. Write today for complete information 
on money-making Carter Equipment. 


R.L. CARTER 
DIVISION 


CARTER savinc 


The Stanley Works 
133 Elm Street 
New Britain, Conn. 
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DESIGN FL2429 


QUICK SALES—iow cost 


Ideal for today’s low cost homes or remodeling. Quality. 
bilt in every detail. Quickly installed. 

Requires no recess. Size 2’-8'2” x 6’-8” overall. 1’-3%4” 
deep. Prompt shipment from stock. See your lumber dealer 
or write us. Dept. AB-1043. 





OO7S . . sa Sixty-eight years of service ..... 1943. 
Our modern plant ..... over 21 acres of floor space. 


FARLEY & LOETSCHER MFG. CO. 


Sash—Doors—Frames—Cabinet Work—Etc. 
DUBUQUE, IOWA 
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Progressive, Liberal Local 

Financing Needed 

(Continued from page ¥1) 

loan or until such time as the loan is 50 per cent repaid. 
Another constructive suggestion of a slightly different typ: 
has been offered by Ben H. Hazen, president, Benjamin 
Franklin Federal Savings and Loan Assn., Portland, Ore. 
He points out that FHA Title I] insurance has no provision 
for averting foreclosure of delinquent mortgages. He pro 
posed a simple auxiliary device that would operate much lik« 
premium payment loans in the life insurance field. His 
suggestion is that FHA advance monthly payments upon thx 
borrower’s application, charging a rate higher than th 
mortgage rate to avoid abuse of the privilege. He points out 
that many foreclosures in time of unemployment could bx 





averted by this method, and lenders would continue to hav: 
a safeguarded reducing mortgage. He also advocates a plar 
whereby a borrower may pay extra amounts at any time 
then borrow back his prepayments without new cost for any 
purpose, whether it be to paint his house or buy a car. 

The following article presents some of the problems ol 
post-war financing and expresses the views of spokesmen for 
various agencies and institutions that make both insured an 
uninsured loans: 


U. S. Savings and Loan League 
Claims Better Service, Less Red Tape 


HE increasing flow of funds 

associations and cooperative banks which _ institutions 
channel practically all of their funds to home lending 
in peacetime, is building up a backlog of available month- 
ly installment credit at the lowest cost in history, according ti 
the Home Building and Home Owning Committee of the 
United States Savings and Loan League. The committe¢ 
estimates that the very first year the war is over these in 
stitutions will have available for home loaning, if the de 
mand materializes, at least $3 billion. This is enough t 
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LONG LIFE—LOW COST 


HENEY CORRUGATED ROOF- 
ING is an important improvement 
that is fast becoming the No. 1 Roof- 


. . . . y é - 
ing material for industrial and farm *M¢ets sovernment spec 
ifications and while 


use. 
. rmy and navy are tak- 
Thoroughly tested against weather, “”” of 
H ing most of our pro- 


moisture, heat, cold, smoke fumes, lucti i b 

salt air and fire. It weathers to a pee —— Sse 
| pleasing gray color and because no ——_ fr 

coal tars are used, bleeding is elim- “*” 
inated and it can be painted any color 


desired. 
WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIVE FOLDER 


_ CHENEY METAL PRODUCTS CO., Trenton 5, New Jersey 


DESIRABLE TERRITORY OPEN TO gual 
QUALIFIED DISTRIBUTORS “ae 
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nance three quarters of a million homes. 

A great era of home building and home owning can be 
ealized after the war without assistance, direct or indirect, 
‘rom the Federal taxpayers, who will be busy paying for a 
$250-billion war, believes Ralph H. Cake, Portland, Oregon, 


G president of the League. He urges that the building industry 

* and loaning institutions figure out their part in the great 

. era of post-war ownership “in terms of doing it with our 

bn wn ingenuity, taking our own risks . . . The post-war world 
- vill be a great day tor private enterprise because it will re- 

" F juire for its rebuilding the things at which private enterprise 
‘ ¥, 


as always been best.” 
The United States Savings and Loan League probably is 
‘ the nation’s most active advocate of private enterprise in 
; ome financing, although many of its members insure their 
loans with FHA. Some of its members suggest or advocate 
ther forms of government insurance participation in mort- 
vage lending, but basicly the individual members object to 
HA activities on the same grounds that builders object 
to activities of the Federal Public Housing Administration 
when it comes into a city and ereets a housing project. 
Builders say that public housers interfere with private en- 
terprise. Savings and loan men maintain that FHA is a 
Y tremendous, expensive, and unnecessary government bureau 
jj if a type that must be eliminated if we are to restore private 
nterprise and liquidate non-essential government interfer- 
nce with business. Builders say that public housing proj 
q cts are built and financed through “hidden costs” that do 
ot show on their books, but which have come out of public 
- unds. Savings and loan men likewise report that FHA has 
we leficits and expenses that do not show on its books, and 
ne that $95,000,000 of public funds have been required and 
th. msumed to date. They point out that no private builder 
. r loaning institution could sustain losses such as these 
the overnment agencies have suffered and continue in business. 
tec \dvocates of private financing maintain that the savings 
ee ind loan associations have provided amortized loans for the 
de - ist 100 years: that their operations have been tested by 
(Continued to page 144) 
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Almost our entire output is nuw going 
directly to the fighting forces. 





The things we make have nothing at 
all to do with bathroom cabinets or 
with other Lawson peacetime products. 
We are not sitting up nights over blue- 










































| prints of postwar products. (Our pre- 
4 postwar products keep us busy enough 
> : as it is.) 
4 
: We very much regret vur inability to 
b | produce merchandise for you. We need 
hardly add that we will be back in the 
Center jerew business of manufacturing a complete 
covered by cae line of bathroom cabinets at the earliest 
| | all times. possible date. 
4 . . . . 
% i Convenient But, uill the war is over, our job is to 
a padlock eye ae contribute what we can toward win- 
r it 2 . . . . 
| a ning it. That is what we are now doing. 
‘ And, unfortunately, we 
> ‘ can only do one thing at 
le a mn é 
k | Here is a quickly installed, eco- a time. 
0- : nomical and efficient latch for 
ve : swinging doors. Fits right or 
an left hand doors without chang- 
; : ing spring. Long latch bar per- The F. H. Lawson Company 
Furnished with back latch to mite space up to 5” between 
} Protect door from damage, door and jamb > enmae CORSRATH, O9008 
‘ | from wind, etc. . 
| 
erse C C0 
» |) | WAGNER MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
; Dept. AB-1043 Cedar Falls, lowa 127 YVEARS OF LAWSON QUALITY 
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SHOWER CABINETS 





... using STEEL .. . where 
STEEL is best .. . means greater 


RIGIDITY in BATHE-RITE 


SHOWER CABINETS 


HAT’S why there can be no successful 
“skimping” of STEEL — where Steel is 
necessary — a fact that the War Production 
Board recognizes in allowing the 24 pounds 


used in BATHE-RITE Cabinets. 


Project Contractors have reason to know the 
extra value of Bathe-Rite’s Steel Frame con- 
struction. For they have found that, while sav- 
ing time, labor and money in Bathe-Rite’s 
“quick-assembly” features are important, the 
final measure of value is the strength, sturdi- 
ness and rigidity of the finished assembly. . . . 
Long-life service and complete satisfaction in 


use. 


Today, Bathe-Rite Shower Cabinets are prov- 
ing their EXTRA VALUE — from every 
standpoint of easy installation, appearance, 
convenience, sturdiness, rigidity, long life — 
in new, remodeled, renovated homes, and in 
factories, institutions, hospitals, schools. After 


the war this reputation for quality will be more 


important than ever — remember Bathe-Rite. 

Bathe-Rite “Steel-Framed” Shower Cabinets 
Made in two standard sizes to fit all needs. Comply with 
W.P.B. regulations 


WRITE OR WIRE FOR DETAILS. Give name of project and quantity 


required, if possible. Delivery assured 
on any quantity 


bathe-biite Vivision 
MILWAUKEE STAMPING COMPANY 


827-S South 72nd Street 
Milwaukee 14, Wisconsin 


“STEEL FRAMED” SHOWER CABINETS 
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(Continued from page 143) 
past 1UU years; that their operations have been tested by 
depressions and that they know what reserves are needed to 
absorb losses that are inevitable from the risks taken in 
mortgage lending. They believe that the present FHA re 
serve is too small in comparison with its insured liability 
and that more time is needed to build up a five or ten per cent 
reserve in order to withstand a depression should it occur 
They point out that FHA has operated only on a rising 
market and has never been tested by a depression. Should 
a depression occur when reserves are too low, the experience 
of HOLC in the depression years would seem like a pink 
tea in comparison with the debacle FHA would be called 
upon to withstand. 

They believe that the question of whether government 
should engage in the mortgage loan business, or any other 
business, once an emergency has passed, depends on whethe1 
the government agency is a sound business proposition that 
pays its way, or whether it requires a drain of treasury fund. 
in order to continue its operations. If, for example, FHA 
operating costs are excessive, its premium should be raised 
and then if builders do not care to meet the increase, they 
should take their own risks and do without FHA. 

The savings and loan men give full credit to the man 
agement of FHA, which they believe to have been as efficient 
and effective as can be expected from a government bureau 
They believe further that it has helped standardize interest 
rates, improve appraisal practices and in many instances has 
raised construction standards. Perhaps the greatest servic 
of all has been that it taught many lending institutions the 
stability and desirability of amortized loans. In view oi 
their very satisfactory experience with fully amortized loan- 
it is believed that private lenders will continue to make then 
regardless of whether FHA stays in the field. 

Furthermore, there is so much money available and seek 
ing investment that competition alone is expected to be suf 
ficient to keep interest rates at their present low levels fo: 
some time. On the other hand, it is pointed out that shoul 
mortgage money become scarce and interest rates increas 


PLANNING FOR PEACE 

While Producing for War 
PACIFIC Faas = 
NATIONAL | 


ete - a 

The Pacific National Lumber Company is pro- 
ducing for war,—big timbers for ships, ways 
and docks, lumber for defense housing and war 
industries. 

When peace comes we are planning to again 
supply you with high quality lumber for your 
post-war construction needs. 

Our modern mills and huge timber stands as- 
sure you of an ample supply. 


DOUGLAS FIR BS tam Ecce 


WEST COAST 
LUMBER COMPANY 
HEMLOCK WASHINGTON 
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vate investors would abandon FHA insurance 1n an instant. 
(he final measure of any post-war financing service, ac- 
ling to savings and loan men should be its value to build- 
and borrowers. They point out that where a lending in- 
tution is forced to follow government rules and regulations 
have its loan serviced in a nearby FHA office, loan ap- 
itions, inspections and payments to builders necessarily 
slowed down. There are plenty of builders who like to 
about the stability of government-insured loans, and 
nty of others who object to the red tape and delays that 
entailed in servicing insured loans. The advocates of 
vate financing point out that local mortgage institutions 
se members are thoroughly familiar with local needs 
conditions, and who frequently personally know the 
icial responsibility and business integrity of all partie- 
ved in a building project can handle loans more quickly 
atisfactorily. 
‘ost-war building, according to advocates of private en 
rise in the financing field, will need to get things accom 
hed quickly and efficiently. It will need men of ideas 
lling to risk their time, talents and money. They point 
that savings and loan associations will have $3 billion 
| the talent ready to serve post-war horrowing needs of 
vate building. 


What It Is—How It Operates— 
What It Will Accomplish 
eld insurance, like other constructive suggestions for 
ind improved types of post-war financing, proposes use 
vovernment administered insurance protection. Unlike 
t other mortgage insurance proposals, however, it call- 
r insurance of a return on the established investment, rathe: 
n on the property itself. Still another difference is that 
ils for direct ownership and operation of large rental 
ing projects by private investment groups rather than 
vnership of mortgages on the projects. It is the housing 
equivalent of a large life insurance company owning 
perating a railroad instead of owning railroad bonds 
(Continued to page 146) 
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EXTRA LIVING 






AVAILABLE WOW! 


Space in Post War homes will be an important item. 
Waste attic space must be utilized. 


MARSCHKE FOLDING STAIRWAY makes attic space 
useable. No rafter clearance needed—no obstruction to 
attic floor—no cables or pulleys—self balancing con- 
struction makes MARSCHKE FOLDING STAIRWAYS 
raise or lower so easily that a child can operate them. 
Easy to install in new or old houses and will increase 
their value $500. 

Build in attic rooms today for war workers. Plan 
Post War homes with this convenient—aottractive—space 
saving feature. 


Write us for free literature. 


THE MARSCHKE CO. 


551 University Ave. St. Paul, Minn. 











Speedmatic 
ELECTRIC HANDSAWS 
do the hard jobs easier 


The strain of long hours on top-speed jobs has cleared 
the air of a good many points about portable saws. As 
anyone who has put SPEEDMATIC to the test can tell 
you— 


SPEEDMATIC IS EASY TO USE. The extra wide shoe 
insures true cuts and effortless guiding. It's the only 
truly one-hand saw 


SPEEDMATIC IS EASY ON THE USER. its scientific 
design makes for perfect balance. The natural position 
of the handle avoids arm tension and wrist cramping 


SPEEDMATIC IS EFFICIENT. The helical gear drive de 
livers 11% more of the motor’s power to the cutting edge 
The blade enters the cut at 7,000 revolutions per minute 
—so fast it practically feeds itself. No overloading—n 
stalling. 


SPEEDMATIC IS DEPENDABLE. The oversize motor has 
power to spare. Its strong, protected housing withstands 
the stress of day-in-and-day-out use on rough-tough jobs 


Write for descriptive folder, or see your dealer or 
Porter-Cable representative. His name is in the 
phone book. 


PORTER-CABLE MACHINE CO. 


1721-10 N. Saline St Syrocuse, N. Y 
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(Continued from page 145) 

Under the present system of high-percentage mortgag: 
money is invested at rates that seek to compensate for rathe: 
high speculative risks. The yield-insurance plan advocates 
reduction of both the risk andthe return. 

Only qualified, responsible investors such as savings banks, 
trust estates and life insurance companies weuld be eligible 
to own and operate yield-insurance projects, as limited- 
dividend corporations. Such an investment group would be 
qualified to build, own and operate medium-priced rental 
housing projects in cities or suburbs, or to undertake slum 
clearance projects, as described elsewhere in this issue. Own 
ers of the project would not be permitted to mortgage the 
properties or create any form of funded indebtedness. A 
suitable government housing agency would accept the project 
for yield insurance, which might consist of a guaranteed 
minimum return of 24% per cent a year on an approved total 
cost. 


lf in any year during the first twenty vears of operation Mu 
ROLLING DOORS the project fails to earn 2% per cent. or whatever rate o1 O 
return is decided upon, the difference between income and 
€ operate with max- guaranteed return would be paid by the insurance agency ns 
imum efficiency 1 A limit would be placed on the aggregate amount of claims 
minimum Seal say 10 per cent of the original cost, to be paid out to th 
oc Magen bee investor. The insuring agents would collect a small annual u 
a, eaten a premium each year to cover administrative costs and to build mi 
pactly above the up a reserve tor claims. 
opening. They pro- Phe yield-insurance plan, a> described, has a number oi 
vide durable pro- advantages. It involves government participation in a way | 
tection against that for the first time would make it possible for private 
weather, intrusion enterprise profitably to erect and operate large scale rental ns 
and damage. They housing projects. It would make further public housing I} 
save a, + od projects unnecessary. [t would encourage construction ot me 
and effort; reduce : te ag 7 amen ant SRAcaygiey th coo > 
‘nstallation, opera- | ; iouses and slum clearance projects where they are neede Re 
tion and mainte- would provide an attractive and safe investment outlet, an ; 60) 


nance costs. Kinnear 
Rolling Doors are ; 

. steel, : | _ - | 
made of wood or st Pata Because of the limited-dividend feature there would he n 
for motor or manual operation. 
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KINNEAR casinos 
BIFOLD DOORS 


A rugged, , owt 
acting door of two 
AAA horizontally hinged 
“perme sections, with pro- 

+ yg vision for any num- 

ber of glass panels. 
Torsion - spring 
counterbalance 
assures easy opera- 
tion. Any size. 
(Heavier-duty “tele- 
scoping” Bifold 
Doors are also 
availahle»> 


would give the present mortgage lender real control ot hi. 
imvestments. 


to fit any opening. Equipped 


























POSTWAR PLANNING DATA 


KINNEAR Rol-TOP DOORS Ax all-purpose door; 


8 cnt .d with ball 
ideal for residence Karapes- a ber heen 
erating in rugge 
steel tracks, 
Spring counter- 
balanced. Has rug- 
ged cylinder lock 
and special key- 
stone” sealing de- 
vice. Any number 


for a HOME and comfort are what our boys are giving the 
best years of their life fighting for. If we wait until they come 
home before we start tooling up and getting organized to 
produce a better home, we will be letting them down. It is C 
our duty to stop talking and do something about it. 


THE FORD GFactory-Built System l Th 








of light sections. of prefabrication now offers you all the benefits of eight a 

Motor control years of practical experience in prefabricating Fine Homes, rt 

available. Cottages, Poultry Houses, Etc. FHA-approved designs, oo 

Write For technically and time tested. We will furnish complete plans 

and details and assist in shop layout, enabling you to start va 

Catalog right away on essential war work and at the same time prepare wil 

your organization to swing into post-war housing without delay : 

THE K NNEAR MANUFACTURING CO. using a system that you ail Spent to be p ra with. _— 
1560-80 Fields Ave. Columbus 16, Ohio tris 


IVON R. FORD LUMBER CO.||) © 


INNEAR || meoonouc t co. 


ROLLING DOORS 


SAVING WAYS 


NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS 
Adirondack Co., 142 E. 45th St., New York City 
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nature of their work, or location, to buy a home. 
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come over and above the established maximuin ts used to 


educe the capital investment. It is believed that yield insur 


ince would make new construction activity attractive in 
time of depression when few other sound investments would 
be available, and unattractive in boom times when money 
could earn more in other types of investment. 


-_ * * 


Builders Demand Independent FHA 


(Continued from page 94) 


\ssuming that FHA will be carried on in the post-war 
eriod, there are several important aspects of its opera- 
ions in the home building field that should be studied: 

RENTAL HOUSING. While the American public 
overwhelmingly in favor of home ownership, the fact 
emains that a considerable part are unable, through the 
Private 
uilding industry cannot let rental housing become the 
ile prerogative of the public housers. 

In order to provide well planned, low cost rental hous- 

FHA should set up a post-war finance plan to en- 
ourage entrance of equity investment in this field. A 
onsiderable volume of rental housing has been built 
uring the war period under Title VI, some of which 
nay prove to be unsound. Title VI should be restudied 

see whether a workable system may not be carried out 
the post-war era. 


Certain it is, that there are vast sums of money in the 


nds of insurance companies, estates, individuals, and | 


nstitutions that will be seeking investment in housing. 


lhrough mortgage insurance or yield insurance, some 


method should be found to bring money into this field. 
Rental housing, such as is now being built under Section 
008 of Title VI, may be made 
peration by inducing management firms with sufficient 
ipital to come into this type of project. 
(Continued to page 148) 
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METAL TRIMS trademarked 
CHROMEDGE 


Trademark Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


The wide preference for B & T Metal Trims trademarked 
Chromedge is due to Quality! Quality in the materials 
from which they are fabricated—quality of design, from 
— seeotpatas of both beauty 

and utility—plus quality of service 7 

to those who specify, install and Available 

use B & T trims. These advantages Several shapes 

will hold sway again, when Victory 24 sizes still 
permits B & T to turn from war ®Vailable from 
work to the production of metal Pre-war stocks. 
trims trademarked Chromedge. Write for details. 


The BR & T METALS COMPANY 
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Time, ever an important factor in 
the consideration of profits, is now 
twice valuable in a world where 
even minutes saved is a pattern of 
patriotism. 

The simplicity, rapidity and ease 
of the installation of the Grand 
Rapids Invizible Sash Balance is 
but one of its more highly com- 
mendable features. Its smooth, 
dependable performance can be 
emphasized. The ease of tension 
adjustment, absence of tapes or 
cables, and the actual invisibility 
of the entire working mechanism 
are of primary importance to the 
contractor engaged in priority 
installations — and will continue 
to be in eventual post-war con- 
struction programs. 

The saving and extra satisfaction 
realized on Grand Rapids Invizible 
installations has already been fully 
substantiated by the experience of 
scores of leading contractors. 
Deliveries of Grand Rapids Invizible 
Balances are governed by government 


priorities. Send for catalog for full 
information as well as delivery details. 


GRAND RAPIDS HARDWARE COMPANY 


RAPIDS + *" MICHIGAN 






Easy to Sell, too! 
Remember, Uncle Sam’s 
Helping You 


By radio, magazines, newspapers 
and public speeches, high govern- 
ment officials have lately been urg- 
ing the insulation of all homes and 
other heated buildings as a fuel 
saving measure. This is bound to 
create millions of dollars worth of 
insulation business for contractors 
who are equipped to handle it. 
When you use Zonolite insula- 
tion, equipment is no problem. No 
costly, cumbersome blowers are 
needed to install Zonolite. You 
simply pour from the lightweight 
bags. Zonolite is safe and clean to 
handle. Will not irritate the skin 
in any way. Once installed it will 
do its job efticiently—and forever. 


Great Rural Market 


Because it is so easily installed, 
Zonolite is particularly suitable for 
the great rural market where insu- 
lation is just beginning to come 
into its own. Why not look into 
the great 3-WAY opportunity af- 
forded by ZONOLITE 3-WAY 


INSULATION? Mail the coupon. 


SEE YOUR LOCAL LUMBER AND 
BUILDING MATERIAL DEALER 
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7 GRANULAR FILL 
INSULATION 


Pours as easily as popcorn; 
complete fill without blowing 
or tamping; rotproof, vermin- 
proot, fireproof, virtually non- 
settling. 


2 INSULATING PLASTER 






Zonolite Aggre- 
gate used in place 
of sand produces a 
plaster of less than 
half the weight of 
ordinary plaster 
and with 4 timesthe 
insulating value. 


3 INSULATING CONCRETE 


Zonolite Ag- 
gregate used in y 
place of sand (ay 
and gravel 
makes warm, 
dry floors, walls 
and roots for } 
farm and indus- Nt <4 


trial buildings. 
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INSULATION CO. 
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(Continued from page 147) 

2. FLEXIBLE DOWN PAYMENTS. One of the 
greatest obstacles to home purchase is the down payment 
In England, home volume soared when down payment: 
were brought to 5%. Under the English system, how 


ever, the builder leaves part of his profit in the job unti! 


a larger equity has been built up by the purchaser. 

In the financing of war housing, under Title VI, build 
ers have been permitted to sell a house on a lease-option 
or contract basis. Under the flexible provisions of this 
plan they can collect as much or little down payment a 
they choose, depending on the character of the buyer 
Usually they would collect from $50 to $100 as a guarante: 
of a 30 months’ lease. During the 30 months the buye 
would contribute a small amount each month to building 
up his down payment. . 

A modified Title VI arrangement to permit builders t 
sell houses on such a contract or lease option basis, wit 
a flexible down payment plan, has much to recommend it 


Builders have frequently pointed out that there are 


many prospective buyers who have stable, steady jobs 
who never quite get around to saving up a down payment 
They list, policeman, fireman, and other civil servants in 


this class. They say that it has proved perfectly safe to 


turn a new house over to men of this type with little o1 
no down payment under the system outlined. 


Liberal Financing Favored by Builders 

3. FINANCING TERMS. Among post-war FHA 
proposals, the most frequent are those for more liberal! 
financing terms. Since FHA merely insures loans made 
by private institutions it does not have a tree hand in this 
respect. However, since it appears that there will Ix 
an ample amount of funds available in the post-war pe 
riod, consideration may be given to attempting to drive 
financing costs down further. Since everytime this is don 
the monthly cost of ownership of a house is reduced 
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" ging additional thousands into the market for home 
the ; ership. it is favored by builders. In order to encour- 
nt : low cost home construction the proposal has been 
nts % vanced that houses under $4,000 be financed on a basis 
yw 3 , 5% down payment. a 25-year mortgage and a 4%4% 
nti] i rest rate. Such terms would go farther toward open 

:: i vast post-war building program. 
ld & nother frequent proposal is that houses up to $8,000 
on $10,000 be financed on a 10% down payment basis in- 
this tead of the 20% as formerly. 
a m 4+ QUALITY CONSTRUCTION. FHA has had a 
yet ® wound influence on land planning and better construction 
te: ® this should be encouraged and increased. A frequent | / 
ve plaint of builders is, however, that the valuation set a 
ins | houses does not give proper weight to the cost oi ad ; 

3 ity construction nor take into account the extra cost 7 HAT 
st etter land planning. They feel that recognition of WW 
vit j costs should be made, and also that the FHA ap _ 
d it 5 isals should more quickly and accurately reflect (A ° 
are fp changes in costs. will fireplace units 
obs : e cost of quality, built-in equipment, such as electric 
ent toves, dish washers, hot water heaters, etc., should be J be like after the war ? 
s in ncluded under the mortgage. 
e to ; nother criticism of FHA, made by lending institu ; a 
e oT — tions, is that when a home buyer gets into distress it Fd / 

= becomes necessary for the lender to foreclose or seize the i 

roperty within 60 days in order to get the protection | f 
provided by the FHA insurance. This provision may | J 

HA prove serious in case of a depression when many people | 
erel ; could not keep up with payments. It is suggested that | 
wre more flexible arrangement be set up so that the owner | Wat advances will be made in 
this [py could have a breathing spell. ja eee, . their design and construction? 
“_? \Vhatever the future development of FHA may be, it is | A 
pe ear that the basic idea behind it—namely a sound na- How will they add further to home 
drive tor mutual mortgage insurance system, has been comforts? 
Ame B prove and will continue. W ith aggressive and intelligent 
ced ership, FHA could make itself a dominant factor in How will they increase efficiency 

py the post-war task of creating millions of homes and jobs. | in home construction? 


What new methods will cut their 
costs of production? 


“zp Bennett Engineers have already 
z \ planned marked improvements .. . 
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“ After the war, Bennett Units will 
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Ilere’'s a truly beautiful door (11M-836) of authentic 
colonial pattern, made of soft textured, kiln dried, 
Ponderosa Pine with perfectly proportioned raised 
panels. A door that can be used anywhere because it 
harmonizes with all types of architecture. « 
Che stiles and top rail are $34"; lock rail 8” 
mullions 456”; bottom rail 934"; height of top 
panel 934"; height to top of lock rail 353%” 
Furnished 136” with 7/16” thick raised panels 
or 134” thick with 9/16” thick raised panels 
Usually supplied with Cove and Bead or Ovolo 
sticking. Doors are smooth machine sanded 
ready for paint or enamel finish. 


\Mlany other patterns of Interior and Exterior Panel 
and Sash Doors are also available as Huttig of Musca- 
line has been Door Headquarters for more than 77 
years. These include Pine doors with raised panels or 
laminated flat Pine, Fir, Birch, or Gum panels, as well 
as veneered doors of Unselected Birch, Plain Red Oak. 
and Unselected Gum. Ask your Jobber for them or 
write us when in need of doors. 


HUTTIG MFG. COMPANY 


Muscatine, lowa 


buw cunt Buy Better 
loors Than Those Bear 
na the Brand of-—(Hut 
tig ” Muscatine . 

‘‘Woodwork of Merit’) 
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Private Building Can Do the 
Job Best—Boykin 


(Continued from page 99Y) 


I view any such Governmental control with serious apprehen 
sion. 

I find it impossible to get up any enthusiasm for Goy- 
ernment in business. I don’t know of any conspicuous 
successes that Government has made in business. I be. 
lieve in the effectiveness of free enterprise and in its in 
centives, and I cannot see where State Socialism or Stat 
Ownership will look for the incentives to work which fre 
enterprise has furnished in the past and will furnish in 
the future, I believe, if left free—and that, too, withou 
exploiting any class. 

In connection with housing, the Committee on Public 
Suildings and Grounds has recently completed hearing; 
in which it was evident that private funds had to stand 
idly by and watch Government agencies build housing 
facilities when private capital could absorb most of th 
needs. It is not a good thing. It is not a healthy thing 

The present mood of Congress, and one that in m 
opinion will increase in the future rather than decrease 
is that private capital should be employed in all branche. 
of the Government whenever available. The demand: 
of Congress that a minimum of Government funds an 
a maximum of private funds be used is a real demand 
and one that is here to stay. 

The Government can and should assist the building in 
dustry, especially in the handling of slum-clearance proj 
ects and rehabilitation of blighted areas in our cities an 
in such other conditions where the entire financial burder 
cannot be provided by private funds. 

The National Housing Agency and its component or 
ganizations, during the past 15 months, have made a con 
spicuous failure in their efforts to keep pace with the war 
workers’ demands for housing. This should be immedi 





HEATING FIREPLACE 


A LIFE-SAVER To Fuel Rationed Users 


Although drastically limited for the duration, 
lator Fireplaces are today demonstrating their true worth as a 


Majestic Circu- 


home heating unit particularly 
for users in fuel rationed areas. So 
after VICTORY more and more homes 
will be demanding the extra heating 
efficiency and fuel economy of this 
type of fireplace ...a fireplace that 
works like a furnace. And a Majestic 
will afford you the best buy. It makes 
fireplace building a cinch! Any style 
mantel can be built around it, and 
many cxclusive design features and 
correct proportions insure a perfect 
operating finished fireplace. Eco 
nomical, too! In your post-war 
planning write now for details 
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Huntington, 
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itely corrected and if it is not corrected it could easily 


This appalling condition is due to a flagrant misuse of 
power by subordinates and the failure of those in au- 
thority to form a proper policy or to have it effectively 
administered. 

It is almost ludicrous the way National Housing 
Agency continually reaches out in its quest for power and 
more power despite its lamentable failure to adequately 


cope with its present problems. The political maneuver- 
ing of those now in control is evidently designed for the 
sole objective to perpetuate themselves and to continue 


their activities in the post-war period. 


Present NHA Set-up a Mistake 


Some of the agencies that now comprise the National 
Housing Agency never should have been made a com- 
ponent part of that agency and should at once‘be restored 
to their former position and allowed to continue their 
ormal function. A striking example is that of the Fed- 
ral Housing Administration. 

fhe general public, the home owners, and the home 
uilders have had and still have confidence in this agency, 
vhose exclusive function is to insure loans. It has been 
of inestimable benefit and has been the primary means 
ff providing more than a million homes for our citizens. 
It is now and always has been headed by competent men 
i integrity and ably staffed. It was established as an 
ndependent agency and placing it under the direction of 
the National Housing Agency was a vital mistake and 
should be immediately corrected. It should be restored 
it once to its former independent status, not hampered 
by any such direction and not subjected to the inefficien- 
‘ies and internal jealousies that prevail throughout some 
if the other housing agencies and which have been singu- 

(Continued to page 152) 


HEAVY DOOR 


Returning from their far flung 
missions, the new long range, 
high altitude P-47 fighters roll 
into well-equipped base han- 
_»+ gars. Of that efficient equip- 
ment, numerous important items 
are produced directly by Allith. 
Yes, we're geared up to 100% 
war production. And we'll be 
ready to take on your backed up 


ALLTH ee 
- PROUTY, Inc. 


== a 
DANVILLE, ILLINOIS 
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Saves Time, Material, Labor 


JAEGER Uoister one seve. 


RAISING TOWER 








Jaeger Self-Raising Tower, 
quickly assembled on 
ground and raised by its 17 
H.P, “Hoister,” can be 
moved around job on its 
own skids —elevates loads 
up to 2000 Ibs. Cage, with 
Automatic Safety Lock, 
handles largest concrete 
cart or 2 barrows. Standard 
height is 37 ft.—1I0 ft. sec- 
tions up to 67 ft. can be 
added, Saves time, mate- 
rial, labor, pays for itself 
in no time. | 
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Labor scarce? This outfit can | 
do work of 10 to 12 hodders with ry 
only 2 wheelers and a hoist op- 
erator. Speeds placement, too. 
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are Recognized World Leader 
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Cool air inlets 
(11) Alternate warm air outlets (front or sides) 


(12) Flue 


(9) 





SUPERIOR FIREPLACES 


—with their 22 years of proven efficiency will again be manu- 
factured after the war. 


PREPARE NOW—.. tie-in with our continued National 
Advertising by including them in your POSTWAR inventory 


and plans. 
Write for full information 


SUPERIOR FIREPLACE CO. 


1046 5S. Olive St., Los Angeles (15) Calif. 
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(Continued from page 151) 


larly absent from this well managed organization. 

Federal Housing Administration is one of the few goy- 
ernmental agencies conducted without any cost to the 
taxpayers. Its methods of appraisal of properties on 
which it insures mortgages is unique, sound and proven, 
and has been fully approved by practically all financial in- 
stitutions. Moreover, its reserve funds have continuously 
increased from year to year, and in larger amounts each 
succeeding year, until it now amounts to more than $60. 
000,000. 

No Governmental Agency or Bureau having to do with 
present or post-war building should be in the hands oj 
any except those whose experience has proven them 
capable of performing their duties in an efficient manner 
We have not yet reverted to the “public be damned” days 
and those in high positions whose disregard for the wel- 
fare of the taxpayers is notoriously apparent will surel) 
have to change their policies or be removed from their 
positions of authority. Above all looms the public interest 
and the public good. 


Building Industry Has Big Job Ahead 


The building industry itself is nots above criticism; i 
fact, it was rather loosely organized and conducted prior 
to this war. It well deserves great praise for its handling 
of wartime construction, but it, too, needs much overhaul. 
ing and housecleaning. Now is the time to begin this 
important work. 

I firmly believe that the building industry will be abk 
to properly handle all construction work offered during 
the post-war period and that it will offer one of the best 
means of quick employment for many thousands of ou 
returning armed forces. 

When our boys come home from “over there” let us 
provide them with proper employment and proper home: 
and let private industry take the lead without interference 
from any and all bureaucrats. 
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PACIFIC MUTUAL DOOR CO. 


National Distributors 


Since 192] 


DOUGLAS FIR PLYWOOD 


Home Office: 


Tacoma, Washington 


Six branch offices and warehouses at 


Los Angeles, Calif. Chicago, Ill. St. Paul, Minn. 
Baltimore, Md. Garwood, N. J. Kansas City, Kan. 
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How to Create Jobs and 
Prosperity After the War 


(Continued from page 77) 


u its prices had reduced the demand for building, and 
eft it with advanced wages which government and 
labor unions would not let it reduce without a struggle. 


Plan for Stable Prosperity 

(he building industry—and every other industry— 
should make and carry out plans, not for a “boom,” 
hut for a long period of stable prosperity. After the 
ast war the period of prosperity lasted less than a 
lecade; and more than all the profits made in the decade 
ending with 1930, when residential and farm construc- 
tion averaged over $4 billion annually, were lost in the 
decade ending with 1940, when such construction aver- 
aged only $1 billion $500 million annually. “Booms” 
seem fine while they last; but they are inevitably fol- 
owed by depressions. And another depression probably 
would cause irresistible demands for more government 
interference with private enterprise, and more govern- 
ment “investment” in competition with private enter- 
rise to relieve unemployment. 

Private enterprise, especially in the home building 
industry, will have perhaps the greatest opportunity in 
its history after the war. But it can take full advantage 
of this opportunity only if it avoids mistakes of the past. 
It should not try to get large profits on a small volume 
of business. It should strive to get the much larger 
profits that can be derived from maintaining a large 
volume of business and employment over a long period 
f years. An unprecedented volume of total peacetime 

nstruction, production and distribution will be neces- 
sary to provide adequate employment. And if private 
enterprise fails to provide adequate employment it will 
probably find itself in more serious trouble than it has 
experienced or feared. 
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ACID TEST 
FOR WESTERN PINES 


The continual study of the chemical 
properties of Idaho White Pine, Pon- 
derosa Pine and Sugar Pine in our 
Research Laboratory divulges many 
of nature’s secrets. It results in dis- 
coveries that make for increased use- 
fulness and even better performance 
of these fine woods. 


In these wartime days, as in the days 
of peace, the Western Pine Association 
Research Laboratory is constantly ex- 
perimenting to determine new values, 
new uses, and to improve manufactur- 
ing procedures for the Western Pines. 
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WESTERN PINE ASSOCIATION 


Yeon Building, Portland (4) Oregon 


*idaho White Pine ‘Ponderosa Pine ‘Sugar Pine 
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windows 


—to enhance and improve the lasting qualities 
of the wood of which they are made, research 
scientists have developed minimum standards of 
toxic preservation—a treatment to increase resis- 
tance against deterioration under severe service 
conditions imposed by modern construction. 


NATIONAL DOOR MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 
McCORMICK BUILDING + CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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to keep it cutting 
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, Top Performance 


TODAY, with tools not readily 

available to all, our maintenance facili- 

ties have added importance for you. Our Service De- 
partment will help you keep your Fred W. Wappat 
Saws and Alta Tools working better .. . longer. 


Simple parts replacements that maintain efficiency 
will also prevent undue wear and serious trouble 
later on. Reconditioning can fit for hard work 
early models worn by years of use. 


Scores of owners are using our service to take 
fullest advantage of the quality built into every 
Fred W. Wappat Portable Electric Hand Saw and 
Alta Tool. Write for particulars. 


@ When they are available without priority, 
Fred W. Wappat Portable Electric Hand 
Saws will again be delivered for free trial. 


hed lil Webpat Fierce 











elmerican Builder, October 1943 


Home Builders Association 
Plans Vigorous Expansion 
(Continued from page 1UY) 


where. The membership includes a number of the largest 
home building firms in the country, many of which are now 
engaged in war housing. It is felt that with the end of war, 
the home builders of the country will more than ever need 
representation in post-war legislation that will affect home 
building. 

Following conclusion of the merger details, the builders 
plunged into consideration of war and post-war problems 
rhese included proposed revision of war housing standards, 
revision of OPA MPR-251, allocating priorities, amendments 
to Title VI, lumber supply and costs, metal for bathtubs, 
faster processing under Section 608, recognition of costs 
by FHA, legislation necessary for post-war. The following 
government officials were present at the meeting: 

National Housing Agency: John B. Blandford, Jr., ad- 
mlinistrator ; Leon Keyserling, general counsel ; Richard Voell, 
technical division; Coleman Woodbury, assistant admin- 
istrator. 

Federal Housing Administration: Abner Ferguson, com- 
missioner; Earl Draper, deputy commissioner; Curt Mack, 
chief underwriter; Howard Vermilya, Technical Division; 
William Wittausch, Statistical Division; Herbert Colton. 

War Production Board: Col. F. J. C. Dresser, chief, Proj- 
ect Division; Arthur Woods, chief, War Housing Service 
3ranch; William Macdonald, chief, Plumbing & Heating 
Branch; Don Campbell, Lumber Division. 

O fice of Price Administration: Malcolm McDonald, Lum 
ber Distribution Branch; Neal Stabler; Harry Madway. 

In concluding his report to the NAHB directors, Frank W 
Cortright said: “It is apparent that there is a big job to be 
done. It can only be done with money, a full staff, and a large 
volume of membership. 

“The war housing job is well along, but the post-war job 
of 10,000,000 homes is ahead. Only through planning and 
adequate legislation will this immense construction task be 
satisfactorily accomplished. For the first time in history 
builders of this country are joined together; for the first time 
their representatives are recognized by Government and 
Industry. We are finally taking our proper place in the 
councils which will formulate the plans and carry them 
through. 

“Intelligent and powerful leadership is required. It is un- 
doubtedly our opportunity and responsibility to assume this 
responsibility. In the past the home builder, upon whom all 
allied industries and professions have been dependent, has 
been the victim and not the leader. The time has come for 
us to assume our rightful place. It is indeed fortunate that 
the successful merger of our two associations now makes 
this possible.” 


The 3 R‘s—Set for an Early Start 
(Continued from page 107) 


systems, 16.8 percent with piped warm air systems, 3° 
percent with pipeless warm air furnaces, and 46.6 percent 
with stoves. A residue of 11.3 per cent depended on fire 
places or “other” heat sources. As to fuel, 77 percent 
used coal or coke, 11.9 percent fuel oil, 78 percent gas 
and 2.6 percent wood. 

Some idea of the size and character of the typical home 
repair and maintenance job is gained from a study 0! 
FHA Title I operations. For the year 1942 a total o! 
343,153 loans for single-family home repairs were insured 
by FHA. These averaged $328 each for a total of $112,- 
709,233, or 79.4 percent of all of the property improve- 
ment loans insured under Title I. Other classifications 
were: multi-family dwellings 10.2 percent, farm homes 
and buildings 3.8 percent, and commercial and industrial 
buildings 2.2 percent. | 

The total of Title | loans reported by FHA for 194 
amounted to $155,534,216 based on 432,181 repair and im 
provement projects This was a decline of 37.1 percent 





non 
1941. 
ting 
ment 

if 
was 
rowe 
agen 
lar p 
ment 
the ¢ 
of bi 
mo 


Pitle 


hance 
buildii 
prewa 
U.S 
Del, 
ing ea 
these 
major 
Here 
tant te 
R’s—r 
d pro! 


Var Te 


Quic] 





esl 


OW 
ar, 
2ed 
me 


ers 
ms 

“ds, 
nts 
ibs. 
sts 


ing 


ad- 
yell, 
1in- 


Olll- 
ack, 
ion ; 
on. 

roj- 
vice 
ting 


um 


WW. 
o be 
arge 


\ yb 
and 
k be 
tory 
time 
and 
the 
them 


; un- 
this 
m all 
has 
e for 
that 
rakes 


s, 3. 
recent 
n fire 
‘rcent 
it gas 


home 
dv ol 
tal of 
sured 
$112,- 
prove- 
ations 
homes 
istrial 


r 1942 


1d im 


ercent 


ge hig oF 


fnrerican Butlder, October 1943. 


» number and 45 percent in money trom the figures ot 
1941, this decline presumably due to the difficulty of get- 
ting men and material and to the patriotic holdback senti- 
ment previously referred to. 

fhe highpoint of FHA Title I loans for repairs, etc., 
was in 1941 when sums aggregating $282,716,233 were bor- 
rowed and insured for such purposes by this government 
agency. Of course only a small part of the nation’s regu- 
lar program of building repair, maintenance, and improve- 
ment ever came into these insured financing circles, since 
the average small job needs no financing and most sales 
ff building materials to farmers are carried by retailers 
m open account. However, from the record of FHA 
litle | loans we get a useful line on the size and character 
ff the current repair and maintenance jobs that are paid 
ior by insured monthly payments. 

Exterior painting was most frequently ordered; repre- 
ented 19.6 percent of all Title I loans. The average 
mount was $416 each, for a total in 1942 of $35,191,706. 
Interior finish added 8.4 percent, each job averaging $335, 
for a total of $12,115,692. 

Roofing was a major repair and maintenance item, ac- 
cording to the FHA report for 1942. Each job averaged 
$217, for a total of $17,100,311; 18.3 percent of Title I loans 
vere for reroofing. 

Heating plant repairs and renewals constituted 17.1 per- 
ent of the total, with each job averaging $305, for a total 
if $22,586,914. Plumbing was 6.2 percent in numbers, 
iwerage expense was $326 and total was $8,703,242. 

“Alterations and additions” showed the largest average 
‘ost, $487, total $22,358,893 for the 45,874 such projects 
recorded for FHA financing. 

These 1942 FHA Title I figures, interesting as they are 
ind rather informative as to details, nevertheless serve to 
reveal principally the tremendous shrinkage during these 
var years from the normal. volume of repairs, mainte- 
nance and alterations on the nation’s homes, business 
buildings and farm structures. For 1941, the last of the 
prewar years, these expenditures were estimated by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics at $3 billion. 

Delayed attention to the upkeep of buildings, amount- 
ing easily to more than two billion dollars annually for 
these war years, will prove very costly to the nation’s 
major investment if permitted to run along much longer. 
Here is urgent work for the Home Front—most impor- 
tant to the soundness of our national economy. The three 
R’s—remodeling, repairs and rehabilitation—are set for 
4 prompt start in every community just as soon as the 
var restraints can be lifted 


~ * - 


Quick and Orderly Lifting of Restrictions 
(Continued from page 89) 


National Resources Planning Board fears, is the primary 
reason why restrictions on building should be lifted as soon 
is possible. If full building maintenance, repair, and remod- 
vling can be resumed prior to the end of the war, the building 
industry will be able to maintain itself at a high level of 
eciency and at the same time absorb some of the billions 
excess purchasing power which appears to be worrying 
sovernment economists, 

There are materials, today, which are not critical, which 
‘hould be released from the $200 new construction restriction 


» paragraph of L-4]. There is labor available for the applica- 


S tio f th : 
p “on ot these materials. 


b Bank 


Remodeling, which is often difficult to differentiate from 
mamtenance and repair, should be given a separate paragraph 
ind cleared of all restrictions under. L-41 as long as non- 
‘Titical materials are used. Remodeling should not be included 
with new construction. 

Regu! ition W, credit restriction of the Federal Reserve 
Hoard, should be rescinded in relation to non-critical 
just as it was opened up to make way for the fuel 
‘wing campaign with reference to insulation and the appli- 
{tor storm windows. 
nly the regulations of M-208 should he reconsidered 


(Continued to page 156) 
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WANTED NEW PRODUCTS 


For Post-War Expansion Program 


A nationally known manufacturing company planning on 
expanding the scope of its operations in the post-war 
period wishes to acquire new products. 


The company would like to acquire the patents and rights 
to manufacture products for which it appears there should 
be a ready demand in the post-war period and/or it would 
like to purchase one or more small to medium-sized manu- 
facturing enterprises in their entirety. 


All purchases will be made for cash. 


This company’s present business is allied with the building 
field but its interest is not necessarily confined to products 
which would complement its present lines, if the potential 
market for such product or products is large enough to 
warrant an independent operation. 


Since the company’s expansion program is aimed at the 
post-war market and in any event the war economy makes 
any immediate expansion difficult, inability to manufac- 
ture and sell any product during the war would not bar 
its purchase. Post-war prospects of any product or com- 
pany will be the determining factor in its attractiveness. 
Should you wish, your initial communication can be made 
through your attorney or banker without disclosing the 
name of your company. You will be afforded ample 
means of assuring yourself as to the company’s financial 
responsibility before you will be asked to disclose any con- 
fidential information. 


It will expedite matters if your initial communication con- 
tains sufficient information to make a superficial ap- 
praisal of the merits of the products involved and their 
potential markets. 


Address—American Builder 
Box 1043, 105 W. Adams St., Chicago, 3, Iii. 














Eye Anmed... 


and Plenty of it 


MIAMI 


Wood Bathroom Cabinets 








Miami Wood Bathroom Cabinets are 
smartly modern in every detail—trim, 
beautiful and with mirrors framed in steel (by per- 
mission of WPB). Completely equipped, including 
famous Miami convenience features. 


These attractive Wood Cabinets, now available in 
quantity, are doing a real wartime job... “filling 
the gap" left by discontinued production of Miami 
Metal Cabinets for the duration. 


Miami Wood Cabinets are now widely used for es- 
sential replacements. For details, write Dept. AB. 









MIAMI CABINET DIVISION—The Philip Corey Mfg. Co. 


MIDDLETOWN, OHIO 
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AMERICA’S LEADING 


BUILDER OF 
WAR-TIME CABINETRY 








CABINETRY OF 


¥ As its contribution to war and defense 
housing, Kitchen Maid has already sold 
more than 33,000 kitchens for projects of 
all types! Such a record is further evidence 
that this famous factory-built cabinetry of 
composite construction is right for practically 
every application— proof that it meets the 
most rigid present-day requirements for 
adaptability, ease of installation, price, and 
delivery. But more than that! Kitchen Maid’s 
wide experience in this advanced cabinetry 
design can be of great value to you on any 
war housing job. Write for facts now. 


Kitchen Maid Corp., 530 Snowden St., Andrews, ind. 


KITCHEN MAID 


COMPOSITE CONSTRUCTION 
a —— 
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12 Machines in 1 







Jointing Tenoning 
Ripping Rabbeting 
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No job too SMALL 
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Brush and Fort Sts. 












ACCURACY are required 


MASTER 


*Operated with only ONE motor.* 
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crosscut SLIDE 
aw _ and JOINTER. 


Mitering 
Crosscutting 
doing 
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the MASTER Gasoline Engine Orive 


WOODWORKER MFG. CO., Inc. 
Since 1917 Detroit 26, Mich. 
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PROMPT DELIVERY tevertransit 
















Patent 
Ball Bearing 
Center 


Ideal for Defense Plant and 
Large Construction Jobs 


PROMPT DELIVERY WITH 


Preference Rating 


Powerful 12” Telescope—Price complete with 
Tripod, Carrying Case, Sunshade, and Dust 
Cap $116.00, plus $4.00 Excise Tax. Can be 
furnished with a compass at $12.50 Extra. 
Write for free booklet—HOW TO 
LAY OUT BUILDING LOTS 


Expert Repairing of all makes of instruments 


DAVID WHITE CO. micnice is 
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‘Continued from page 155) 


with reterence to the bulging farm market, upon whose pry 
duce the prosecution of the war and the consolidation of the 
peace depends. 

Price regulation, as it applies to rents, should be gradually 
revised upward in accordance with the rise of commodity 
prices and wages—otherwise the incentive for private capital 
to enter the building field for income will lie dormant. 

In a short time it should be possible, also, to revise the 
Housing Standards to the point where they can be logicall 
termed “standards” and not act merely to curtail material; 
and cheapen the final product. 

Those are the things that can be worked upon today. Relax 
ation should be expected in all of them as the war progresses 
It will be too late if roll-backs of government control do n 
take place until the day of victory. 

The moment the need for a government restriction is n 
longer apparent, it should be attacked and the roll-back 
commenced. In dealing with government, or bureaucracy oj 
any kind, it is well to remember that it is only the voice thai 
is loudest or the one that is multiplied by the greatest number 
that can be heard. That is the way of democratic govern 
ment. It can be complained against, but it must be reckone 
with. 

Reasons why it can be logically hoped that the time 
soon coming when some of the restrictions upon building 
can be lifted are three fold: 

(1) Our lack of preparedness for total war forced us ' 
gear our plants to equip more military forces in two years 
than our enemies did in seven to ten years. The first phax 
of our war production cycle was the creation of the necessary 
industrial capacity: factories, warehouses, military camp: 
utilities. This phase is nearly completed. When complete 
the material and labor going into vast channels can be diverte 
elsewhere. 

(2) The second phase was that of equipping our militar 
forces starting from nearly zero and producing enough t 
equip all our forces in about two years of accelerated pri 
duction. This required a leveled out capacity to produce mu 
more than 50% of our maximum need in the last vear ol 
this period. These war supplies are expendable and requir 
constant replacement. 

(3) The simple replacement period is the third pha» 
Since we cannot stay long in the war if we consume mor 
than 50% of our material each year, the replacement pha» 
will use much less war goods than our final capacity cou! 
make each year, and we shall have an excess capacity whic 
can be released for civilian production. The fact is we a! 
our allies have been equipping new armies and fighting ar 
using up our war goods while we were making them. 2 
this has caused us to undertake all three of these phases 4 
one time, which would indicate that when phases one a! 
two are finished, a considerable capacity of our nation ca 
he turned over to civilian production. 

The war will not stop in one day, it will gradually decreas 
as we defeat first one enemy and then another. There is a 
cumulating evidence of the approach of a dual econom) 
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that we shall be finishing the war on one side, while gearing 
ortions of our productive equipment for the task of winning | 


e peace on the other. 
Phat is the great hope—that this productive capacity will 
e released to tool up for the job of winning the peace. But 
»n Washington Bureaus there are those who would turn the 
screws tighter, keep the clamps on, retain the wartime re- 
strictions.... 
Because of them, it can well be asked—Will the miserable 
story of another nation repeat itself here? Is this the way 
isiting Europeans will describe our country in the post-war 
ra?— 
\loney is scarce. Capital has fled to Holland, England 
Switzerland in fear of further devaluation. No banker 
\! make a 20-year loan on a house or even a 10-year loan 
because he is afraid of further inflation which would mean 
© would not get his money back. Interest rates are exor- 
itantly high, financing terms difficult. The national budget 
mtinues to be unbalanced and the political situation is such 
there is little hope that it will be balanced in the near 
ture. Radical labor and social reforms have been put into 
effect so rapidly that they have seriously upset business. 
Labor has a strong political position and has secured a uni- 
ersal 40-hour work week law which has been a great shock 
to business and industry. Building costs and building wage 
rates have sharply increased while, at the same time, rents 
have been fixed by law, which has, of course, effectively 
killed private construction for profit. Confidence is lacking 
wth in government policies and future labor activities. In 
city of 4,000,000 population, building permits were taken 
ut this vear for only 35 single-family dwellings—permits 
or all kinds of dwellings, including apartments, totaled only 
154, covering less than 2,000 family units.” 


It Can Happen Here 


at description is no figment of a morbid imayination. 
was the description of Paris and France as actually 
ublished in the American Builder, September, 1938, upon 
e return of Joseph B. Mason, now Editor, from England 
| France. After the first world war France never suc 
eeded in balancing its national budget; it was unable to 
take government out of business and instead engaged in 
| reforms so quickly that industry could not absor) 
It forgot to rescind wartime restrictions on building 
rental property, with the result that costs continued to 
‘onsumption fell off, unemployment increased, and 
ng the incentive to build, the unemployment problem 
greatly accentuated. 
lt is well to remind our government, now, of this recent 
horrible example of a country that fell apart the moment 
utside pressure was exerted against it. 
t well to consider that business men must assume a 
rge degree of responsibility for the action of government 
| of peoples within this country. For in this country the 
sovernment is responsible to each of us, and we are re 
‘| le for the government. 





SAVES MONEY 
ON SAWING! 


Learn now about the money-saving, time- 


saving Wallace No. 1 Radial Saw! 


Here’s the portable machine 
for building work, large or 
small. Does cross-cutting, 
mitering, Jack-rafter cuts, 
ripping, dadoing, grooving, 
notching, bevelling, routing, 
shaping, etc. 

Exclusive angulator aids in sawing 
all rafter cuts without marking and 
only one handling. For extra profits, 
write today for leaflets on the Wal- 
lace No. 1 Radial Saw. 


J. D. WALLACE 
136 So. California Ave., 


& CO. 
Chicago, Ill. 














| Pleasingly designed and fin- 
ished, this @® Service Equip- 
ment combines @ Type AC 
Thermag D. P.35 Amp. Circuit 
Breaker for range circuit, and 
4S.P.Type AC Thermag Circuit 
| Breakers for light and appliance 
| branch circuits. (Cat. No. SE41- 
\3L7F — list price $11.00.) 









7 . . 
OUSES will be built 

” . 
> % to live in 
after the war. Churches will be erected in which to 
worship—stores in which to sell—factories in which to : 
manufacture varied products. They will be constructed 
to appeal to the tastes and needs of their future occu- 
pants—by builders who understand those tastes and 


needs...In all of these, the electrical distribution sys- 
tems—whether simple or comp!ex—will be important. 


LOAD CENTERS ... . SERVICE 
EQUIPMENT and PANELBOARDS 


will be installed in many of thece 
buildings. They will be selected, by 
men who know, for protection, effi- 
ciency, convenience, attractive ap- 
pearance and honest construction— 
because they more than meet the 
standards of the Underwriters’ Labo- 
ratories, Inc. 


Write for Bulletins 63 and 67 


which describe these products in detail 
—with wiring diagrams, suggested 
specifications, etc. Then, for complete 
satisfaction, specify them for the build- 
ings you will erect... Frank Adam 
Electric Co., Box 357, St. Louis, Mo. 





TANK ADAM ELECTRIC CO. 
ma\ ST.LOUIS, 0.U SA gues 


Our chemists and designers are now planning for that day 
when Wright Rubber Tile flooring will again be avail- 
able. And supporting these new developments will be 
all the experience gained in over 20 years of specialization 
in the manufacture of rubber tile flooring. 





Flooring Contractors: Now is the time to get lined up on 
our “2-Way Profit” propositiqn. After “Victory Day” it 
will be first come, first served. Write for details. 
WRIGHT RUBBER PRODUCTS DIVISION 
Taylor Manufacturing Company 
3050 W. Meinecke Ave., Milwaukee 10, Wis. 


NON-TILTING PLASTER-MORTAR 
KWIK-MIX 6-P | 


Fast discharge — 7 
seconds — no tilting 
necessary — weighs 
only 850 pounds — 
air-cooled engine — 


V-belt and worm drive. 
WRITE FOR BULLETIN NP — AB 


3¥Y2-S TILTING KWIK-MIX 


Side discharge — 
anti-friction bear- 
ings — welded con- 
struction — dis- 
charge either side 
—spring mounting. 











WRITE FOR BULLETIN SD — AB 


KWIK-MIX CONCRETE MIXER CO. 
PORT WASHINGTON . WISCONSIN | 


PAINE 


CONDUIT 
CLAMP 


All clamps are rust-proofed and 
are designed to hold porcelain 
bushings, thin wall or rigid con- 
duit, also armored cable. Illustra- 
tion shows clamp anchored with 
PAINE Woodscrew Lead Anchor, 
Fig. 950, in concrete. 





eae 


Correct size Stove Bolts furnishea 
FE with each clamp. 


Ask Your Hardware Dealer and Write for Catalog. Pig. 445 
THE PAINECO., cnicaco ot, 1: 








SAVE TIME 


in making layouts and in 
giving lines and grades 


SAVE MONEY 


by reducing labor costs 
by using a 


WARREN-KNIGHT 
TRANSIT-LEVEL 


This instrument 


Patented 


gives you what you have al- 
ways wanted in a low priced instrument—high 
power telescope—close focus-—-vertical arc with 
clamp and tangent—sensitive level—compass—plate 
level—protected circle—vernier reading to one min 
ute—extra large shift—sturdy construction—low 
maintenanee costs. 

For complete details write for new Catalogue F-810 

Liberal allowance for your old instrument. 


Prompt delivery on priority orders 


Transit-Level No. 38-b 


160° 


Made also without compass 
and arc at lower prices 
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Congressman Wilson Flays NHA Record— 
(Continued from page 95) 

they did the job with negligible waste, no unnecessary 

delays, built sufficient accommodations and had little if 

any over-programming or overbuilding. 

The record of the official government building agency, 
however, is not such a clean one. They have fallen down 
pitifully on proper programming. They have in every 
case, over-programmed, overstaffed the administrative 
side of the project and through sheer neglect or stupidity 
they have caused government construction expenses to 
climb beyond the bounds of reason. In some cases the 
final cost of a project has been as high as 155° more 
than it should have been. 

But, when private concerns or construction houses 
have approached the National Housing Agency tor per- 
mission to build so much as a hen coop they have had 
to all but black the boots of the powerful agency men 
At the same time, the Agency was requesting a 400 millios 
dollar appropriation from Congress. much of which t 
waste in the construction of more of their “jerry built” 
shacks, and they would have gotten it but for the fight 
that several of us put up against further funds being 
granted to an organization which had only a record oi 
wanton waste to recommend it. 

At last reckoning, there were 45 thousand federally 
built housing units standing idle. And thousands more 
under construction which I can only presume are prob 
ably less than filled at this date. A fine thing, I believe 
you will agree when we tie up hundreds of thousands 
of man-hours, thousands of tons of critical materials 
thousands of men and millions of dollars in buildings 
we do not need, will not use and had no need for in th 
first place. 


FHA Is Bright Spot in Housing 


The one part of the National Housing set-up whicl 
tried and continues to struggle to do a good and honest 
job, is the Federal Housing Administration. 

But the stipulations of Executive Order 9070 gives the 
allocation of all project assignments to the head agence) 
NHA, and since the FHA loans its funds to private 
builders and since the FPHA (real child of the NHA 
is a public building organization, the poor FHA ha: 
gotten a step-child’s share from the very beginning. 

If, after protest, the NHA is forced to give the FHA 
an assignment, another stipulation of Executive Order 
9070 strangles its birth cries in the control of the head 
agency (NHA). And just in case something slips by th 
who are determined to run the show without 
restriction, a third stipulation of Executive Order 907! 
settles that possibility by stating that “All programming 
must be done exclusively by the NHA.” And we are 
right back where we started, with government control o! 
all avenues of supply and the government in the building 
business as private industry’s only competitor. 


bovs 


Many of us in Congress and in the building busines: 
have come to suspect that more is stirring beneath the 
smooth manners of the National Housing Agency author- 
ities than has so far met the American eye. A_ snuffing 
out threatening the American institution of 
home ownership. 


process is 


I would like to promise that vour Congress is going 
to handle this situation with an iron hand and I can be 
encouraging, since I am very hopeful of action, as in- 
dicated by the defeat of the 400 million dollar request 
referred to above. At least I can vouch for my continued 
efforts and devotion to a program of sound assistance 
for the private builder and the private home owner. As 4 
member of the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, my vote will always be to encourage the old 





136 N. 12th St. 
© PHILADELPHIA 7, PA, 


WARREN-KNIGHTC 











fashioned institution of the individually owned home 
where a man reigns secure, happy and proud of “his 
own little home.” 


| 
| 
| 
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Precutting Methods 
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(Continued from page 101) 
heduied short lengths. This permits economical buying. 
Precutting can utilize random-length lumber. Example is 
ited of a builder who had a huge national defense project with 
| short time schedule. He saved a full week’s time by 
dering a supply of random-length 2x4’s in advance of 
making a quantity takeoff or locating the sources of his ulti- 
mate requirements. He started at once on precutting. Scrap 
vas no more than it would have been with specified lengths. 
ncidentally, the random-lengths cost less. Later, as con- 
-enient, he made purchases of his final requirements. He 
jound that short lengths can be cut as advantageously from 
ndom-length as trom specified-length lumber. 

Lumber fabrication requires relatively simple equipment 

pared with that for other materials; hence precutting 
done effectively at any point, from the sawmill to the 
Since each item of work in the construction indus- 
iry involves closely controlled costs and carefully scheduled 
ylanning, there are several factors which determine the 
place to do the precutting and who should do it. 

THE BUILDER has the responsibilities of meeting speci- 
fied standards and co-ordinating the efforts of the various 
trades and crafts. His profits and reputation are based on 
linishing jobs with dispatch and with excellent workman- 
ship, both of which precut framing permits. Builders under- 
take all manner of jobs—the single unit, the custom-built 
ouse, the group development, and the huge project; hence 
precutting, when done by the builder, may be on the building 
te, at a central location on the project site, or at a separate 
te from which ready-to-nail lumber is hauled to the job. 

THE RETAIL LUMBER DEALER has the raw ma- 
terials at hand and normally has power saws, if not a com 
ete woodworking plant. He maintains a close liaison with 
the builder. He is skilled in shop schedules and lumber grad- 
is in an excellent position “to make little ones out 
t big ones.”” He can deliver precut framing as well as com 
ercial lengths, and is located close enough to the job to 
andle non-standard or special cutting. He is also in a posi- 
on to maintain a stock pile of odd or random lengths which 
can be worked up into specified shorts, so that his scrap is 

gligible. He can utilize off-peak time on standard items. 

The retail lumber dealer can also save money for the 
uilder by assembling items into knock-down bundles. A 
eof the cripples, headers, and trimmers comprising the 
ugh frame of a window is a boon to the builder as compared 
th the same items supplied loosely. On some jobs as much 

half a carpenter’s time is lost in measuring and cutting 
rhunting tor the right piece. Bundles save lost motion. They 

) permit estimating with 100 per cent accuracy. 

THE LUMBER MANUFACTURER is of course in the 
ulltime business of converting logs into parts for buildings 
nd structures. Several West Coast manufacturers can sup- 

precut framing, through normal channels, as a product 

re highly refined than yard stock. Not only does thi- 
lude the precut framing for light frame buildings, but 
towers, highway bridges, roof trusses, and a myriad oi 
mportant structures are now precut in part or entirely and 
en desired, are given pressure preservative or fireproofing 
‘reatment prior to fabrication. (Continued next moutt). 
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AMERICAN Foor sanvers 
je SAVE MAN POWER 


The War Prograin calls for SPEED, 
and the American Standard floor sander 
by actual performance has proven itself 
25 to 40% faster than machines formerly 
used. We have machines in stock and 
will help you obtain authority to pur- 
chase the sander you need 


Write today for details and prices. 
THE AMERICAN FLOOR 
SURFACING MACHINE CO. 
611 Se. St. Clair St. Toledo, Ohio 
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SAMSON SPOT 


SASH CORD | 


the most durable 
material for hanging 
windows 


* 


WHERE THE NEED IS GREATEST 
Samson Braided Cords Serve Best 
Now and Always 


SAMSON CORDAGE WORKS 
BOSTON 10, MASS. 
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Phousands of barracks have 
to be builc in record time. 
Comets are serving here, woo 
—and wherever else Uncle 
Sam nceds them. When Peace 


> 


comes let Comets serve you. 


CONSOLIDATED MACHINERY 
& SUPPLY COMPANY, LTO. 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


, 
THE COMET 274407 
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BOWSTRING CRESCENT. SCISSORS PRATT AND HOWE WOOD ROOF TRUSSE 


AMERICAN WOOD BOWSTRING TRUSSES 


for factories, drill halls, hangars, garages, etc. Built on 
the job anywhere in the U. S. A. or fabricated in Chicago 
and shipped ready for erection. 


FREE ESTIMATES 


For free estimate give number of trusses needed, span, 
spacing between trusses, loading condition and location 
of job. 


WRITE US 
TODAY 


AMERICAN ROOF TRUSS COMPANY 
Engineers and Constructors of Roof Trusses 
6852 Stony Island Avenue, CHICAGO, ILL 
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Abesto is the Cold 
Process Roofing 
Material that is 
Revolutionizing 

Construction Today 


Building contractors and architects are 
specifying Abesto for essential new con- 
struction and for essential maintenance 
work because 


1. By eliminating hot kettles and hot 
mopping valuable time is saved. 

2. Abesto uses exclusive formulas and 
thus their specifications give a 
better, longer-lasting roof that re- 
sists oxidation to a high degree and 
retains its elasticity in winter and 
remains firm yet elastic in hot 
weather. 

3. Abesto sells for the reasonable cost 
of a good product and it allows a 
larger margin of profit to the con- 
tractor and architect. 


Write today for full 
particulars and specifications 


ABESTO MFG. CO. 
Michigan City won 














Quick-Set Waterproofing stops leakage 
through block and concrete basement walls, 
regardiess of pressure. Works like magic. 
Simply hold Quick-Set directly against 
water pressure for 5 minutes and leak is 
Permanently Sealed. Results Guaranteed. 


If not available through your local Paint, Hard- 
ware or Building Supply dealer, send 50c for pound 
trial package postpaid. Or send for free water- 
proofing folder 


DEALERS! Fluresit Waterproof- 
ing Products are nationally adver - 
tised. We co-operate on newspaper 
advertising. Write, on your firm 
letterhead, for complete informa- 
tion and FREE SAMPLE KIT 
of waterproofing materials. 








THE AMERICAN FLURESIT CO. 


639 ROCKDALE AVE., CINCINNATI, O. 
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When you're 
in Pittsburgh 
STOP AT 



















































































Hub of Pittsburgh war activity — —head- 
quarters for the Nation's “Busy People’, 

the big, new PITTSBURGHER is 
more than ever Ist choice of men and 
women who want to get things done! 


400 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
ALL WITH BATH & RADIO 


Singles $3.30 to $4.49 Doubles $5 to $6.50 


AKNOTT HOTEL | ff Jos.F Duddy, Mgr. 














LOCAL SUBSCRIPTION AGENTS WANTED | 


American Builder is looking for a limited number of building men 
to serve as local subscription sales representatives in their home 
towns and nearby areas. 





subscriptions for American Builder on a liberal commission basis 
No previous subscription sales experience is necessary. 


If interested, please write to American Builder, Circulation De 





partment, 30 Church Street, New York 7, N. Y., informing us of your 
interest, the amount of time you have available to represent 
American Builder as a local subscription agent, and the cities 


Applicants selected will be authorized to accept new and renewal 
| 
or towns to which you would like to be assigned. 


AMERICAN BUILDER, CIRCULATION DEP'T, 
30 CHURCH STREET, NEW YORK 7 








30 Church Street 
———— 





ne ABOUT BUILDING 


ative information about the designing, construction and 
f building can be found in up-to-date books. We will be 
zlad to recommend suitable books on any subject you are in- 
erested in BOOK SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
AMERICAN BUILDER AND BUILDING Fan 
New York, N. Y 














To meet war necessity for | 4 j i 
even greater conservation of 

fuel this coming winter the Vy - 
War Production Board has 
made Zinc available for 
manufacturing weatherstrip 
for homes and apartments. 


| 
Here is Profitable | a 
Work for Every i | 
Contractor, 
Builder and Carpenter 


Two million homes with gaping doors and loose 
windows that must be weatherstripped before 
winter—for fuel conservation—for civilian health 
and comfort—all essential to winning the war. 
You know these homes in your community. Every 
one is a prospect. Fuel saving pays the home- 
owner's cost. 


















ALLMETAL Weatherstrip for Double Hang Win- 
dows, casements and doors is furnished cut to 
size and ready to install. Simply send the num- 
ber, kind and dimensions of openings. No pri- 
orities now required. 
Take Advantage of this Opportu- Send Coupon 
nity Now TODAY 
for catalog 
Every Outside Door and prices 
















THRESHOLD 1 ALLMETAL WEATHERSTRIP CO. 
a 231 W. OHIO STREET « CHICAGO 10, USA 
C SS of ¢ Pleose send informotion and prices 
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PERMANENT 
ALLMETAL Oe 
Interlocking agp ee te ™ 


— e Nome 
“ay Address 
wooo — } City Stote roan 
HEAVY GAUGE ZINC Soe ac giaaeeih than dmcaamnial 
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Portable Saw Rig 


For the small or large contractor and lum- 
ber yard. All welded steel construction, 


tilting table, ball and roller bearings, 
swingin arbor and V belt drive. Equipped 
with 5 H.P. Wis. air cooled engine, rip- 


ping capacity 4” lumber. 
Price $360.00 
Write for Bulletin SR41 
3862 No. Palmer St., Milwaukee, Wis. 


C. H&E. Manufacturing Co. 
Wis 


Milwaukee 





Dandux Canvas Products 
BAGS COVERS TARPAULINS 


For all canvas requirements, there is a Dandux Product to serve you better. 
Consult our nearest office on your needs. 


Cc. R. DANIELS, INC. 


Manufacturers of Everything of Canves 


NEW YORK CHICAGO DALLAS LOS ANGELES 
Boston Cincinnati Detroit Philadeiphia 
Buffalo Cleveland Newark — 


Offices in other cities ¢@ 
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MAYES GUARANTEES ACCURACY, SERVICE 


ASK YOUR DEALER 


FOR 
MAYES TOOLS 


*AND DURABILITY - 


MAYES BROS.TOOL MANUFACTURING CO. Inc. Port Austin. Mic. 


or NN elce Je): 
ASKING 
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Only One Thing 
Matters Now 


* 


Many oF us remember the Thanksgiving story about the back- 
woods lad who, after his seventh helping, said, “I can chaw, but 
I can’t swaller!” 


Well, that’s pretty much the way it is now with Wheeler 
Osgood. We’re so packed with Uncle Sam’s orders that there just 
isn’t room for very much else. And that’s the way it should be— 
until victory is won. For that, beyond question, is the only thing 
that matters now. 


IMPORTANT TO JOBBERS, DEALERS 


When even America’s largest manufacturer of doors is thus no 
longer able to promise immediate delivery, it is obvious that 
these are trying times for both jobbers and dealers. But of this 
you can be assured: Wheeler Osgood is not forgetting its friends 
—and our every spare moment is devoted not only to supplying 
your present needs, but also to developing plans and capacity for 
your future benefit. 


A NEW DAY’S DAWNING 


Without revealing too much of tomorrow’s promise, it’s safe to 
say that the originators of ‘““Color Grading” have many another 
important contribution in at least the blueprint stage. Until 
““V-day,” then, we ask that you bear with us. After that, we are 
sure you'll find the waiting well worthwhile! 
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WHEELER OSGOOD DOORS! 


WHEELER OSGOOD SALES CORPORATION 
TACOMA, WASHINGTON 
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R HT 1943, OVERHEAD DOOR CORPORATION 


WAR PRODUCTION 
EXPEDITER 


-he “OVERHEAD DOOR?” is a quality door, built as a complete 


unit in any size to fit any opening. It is essential where man-hours 





count and lasting, uninterrupted service is demanded, Easily and 





quickly closed or opened, its positive operation is assured regardless 


of season or climate. 


“QVERHEAD DOORS” are manually or electrically 


operated, Nation-wide Sales - Installation - Service. 





‘HEAD DOOR CORPORATION - HARTFORD CITY, INDIANA, U.S.A. 
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BUILDERS’ 
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NATIONAL MAN ——— 


O MATTER how “different” the post-war home may eventually 

be it will always require hardware. National Manufacturing 
Company's plans for the future, as in the past, include builder 
and dealer. Our first concern will be to assure a plentiful supply of 
the hardware you have learned to depend’ upon. We have both 


the manufacturing and distribution facilities to accomplish this aim. 


The National line of Builders’ Hardware is complete and practical. 
Every item has been developed and perfected over a period of 
years to best fill the everyday needs of experienced building men 
with emphasis on durability and adaptability. 


Revised Limitation Order L-236 permits us to resume 
manufacture of many items in the National line. Consult 
your dealer for items available with priority. 


NATIONAL MANUFACTURING CO. 


Sterling, Illinois 
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